
THIS WEEK AT M.P.S. 
 

 

Tuesday 24th July 

 C.S.C. transition day 

Grades 5 and 6 
 

Wednesday 25th July 

 Division football

(selected students) 

 Market Day meeting, 

3.30pm at the Kangaroo 

Hotel 
 

Thursday 26th July 

 Gymnastics excursion, 

all students 
 

Friday 27th July 

 Friday Fundraiser 

 Fresh Fruit Friday 

 Assembly, 2.45pm with 

2/3 class presenting 
 

 

Monday 28th July 

 Preparation for Puberty, 

Grade 5/6 
 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS   
 

 

 

 

Friday 3rd August 
Principal’s Day 

 

Wednesday 8th August 
Finance sub committee meeting 

 

Friday 17th August 
Athletics Carnival 

 

Wednesday 22nd August 
School Council 

 

Friday 31st August 
Bloke’s Breakfast 

      

Thurs 13th Sept 

Grade 1 camp experience day 
 

Thurs 13th-Friday 14th Sept 

Grade 2 camp 
 

Thursday 25th October 

School Concert 
 

Saturday 3rd November 

Market Day fundraiser 
 

 

Principal’s chat 

Hi everyone,  

This week I have our preparation meeting for our School Review. On 

Tuesday our Network’s Senior Education Improvement Leader, Amanda 

Hubber, and the School Reviewer, Mandy Dunn, will be visiting to discuss 

our plans for the review and to have a tour of the school. The actual Review 

begins on the 7
th
 August and will conclude on the 21

st
 August 2018. Over 

the review period, the panel will have discussions with students, parents 

and staff, so that an accurate picture is painted of our school’s progress 

over the last four years and where we need to focus our efforts for the next 

four years. 

Following on from the Parent Forum we held last term, I have contacted 

secondary schools in our area to find out about homework 

expectations and common struggles year 7 students face each year. I 

am still awaiting responses from some schools, however one of the things 

that came up was the need for students to be organised.  

This semester we want the students to be more organised and 

responsible for their own learning. Of course the younger students will 

need support at home with this! As a staff we will be meeting together this 

week to ensure homework expectations are consistent across grades, with 

the duration of homework increasing as students go up through the grade 

levels. I will send home a more detailed note in regards to this by the end of 

the week. 

For the duration of this term we only have two School Captains at 

school. The students in grade 5/6 have suggested giving all grade 6 

students an opportunity to step up into this role for a week. This is a 

great chance for all grade 6 students to be brave, organise assembly and 

present in front of a real audience. 

The Parent Opinion Survey is undertaken annually by the Department of 

Education and Training and is conducted amongst a sample of randomly 

selected parents at every school in Victoria. We have invited every school 

family to participate. All responses to the survey are anonymous. The 

survey helps our school gain an understanding of how you view our school 

climate, student engagement and relationships. Our school will use the 

results to inform school planning and improvement strategies. The survey 

will be conducted online by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd and only takes 

15 minutes to complete. It can be accessed from today, Monday 23rd 

July, to Sunday 5
th

 August. A note regarding how to access the survey 

has been sent home today and all families will also receive an email which 

includes the survey link. If you need assistance to complete the survey, 

please come into the office and we can help you. Results will be sent back 

to our school at the end of September. 

Friday August 3rd is our mid-year Census Day. Part of this census is 
determining projected enrolments for 2019. This is the time when we 
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 start thinking about staffing and classes for 2019. If you know of any 
families who are intending to enrol their child in Prep at Maldon 
Primary School next year please encourage them to have their 
enrolment forms completed by this date or let us know of their 
intention to enrol. Also if your child will not be attending Maldon 
Primary School in 2019, we would appreciate you letting us know by 
this date.  

   Thanks,  

    Alisa 

Reminders 

 Permission notes/payment to be returned:   

 Gymnastics permission form and payment (all students) is now 

OVERDUE. Please return form and payment TOMORROW. 

 The uniform shop has been restocked so please see Debra if you 

need to purchase any uniform for your child. 

 Fresh Fruit Friday volunteers this week are Anita Mason and 

volunteer required. Please let Debra or Anita know if you can 

fill this spot. We URGENTLY need more volunteers to assist with 

the roster. An incomplete roster is being sent home to all families 

today. If you can help out please add your name to any space you 

can and return the form to the office by Thursday 26th July. 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra curricular catch up 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

L to R: CJ, Joel, Henry, Alice and 

Marley 

 

Principal’s Awards 

Liam, Primrose and Abby 

Primrose:  for respecting school 

property 

Liam and Abby: for assisting with the 

pizza day 

Madison and Cheyenne 

For helping with the dishes on 

Grandparent’s Day 

School behaviour awards 

L to R: Karen, Harry, James and 

Ryder 

Young Leaders Friday FUNdraiser 

Please leave orders with your classroom teacher. 

Available each Friday are: Homemade Sausage rolls $2.50, 

Juice Box $1.50 and Popcorn $1 



Positive parenting 

Developing responsibility in kids 
By Michael Grose. 
 

Many parents ask me how they can develop responsibility in their kids. The answer is 
simple – give responsibility to them! Let them feed the family pet, empty the           
dishwasher, clean up the living area at the end of the day. Most kids rise to a real   
challenge when it’s sincerely given, and backed by realistic expectations. 

We tend to give responsibility to the kids who don’t need it – the easy kids. But we   
often ignore the kids in our family who really would benefit from having some trust – 
the difficult kids, those that require following up. Sometimes the extra parenting work 
they require can seem all too much. 

Belong through contribution 

Kids belong in two ways in families – they either belong due to their positive            
contribution or they belong through poor behaviour. The family pest has as much 
cache as the responsible child – their parents certainly know they are around! 

It makes sense for parents to work hard to provide opportunities for kids to contribute 
to their family so they feel valued for what they bring to their family, rather than for 
what they take. 

Here are five practical tips to promote a sense of responsibility in your kids: 

 Start from an early age. Children as young as three are keen to help and take some   
responsibility but we often push them away and say, ‘You can help when you’re older.’ 
Train your kids from a young age to make a contribution so it becomes habit-forming. 
Remember, not every child will help equally. If your children are school-aged and do 
very little to help, then start with a few jobs each day and gradually increase the number. 

 Give kids responsibility that scares or surprises you. A neighbour gets her four year old 
to unpack her dishwasher each morning, plates and all. Another parent I know gets her 
five year old to help her younger sister get her breakfast each morning. Another gives 
over the weekly garbage to ten year old with no reminders whatsoever. In each case, the 
kids rise to the challenge set by their parents. Give your child or teenager something that 
makes you think, ‘NO WAY’! He can’t do that! Kids will often surprise adults with what 
they can do. 

 Make sure the responsibility is real. Setting the table, making beds, tidying rooms are 
jobs that others benefit from. Giving kids jobs because you think it’s good for them just 
don’t cut it with kids. However giving jobs that others rely on teaches them that their help 
is needed. 

 If a child forgets then no one else does the task. If a child doesn’t empty the dishwasher 
then it’s still there when they come home from school. Sounds tough but that’s how the 
real world operates. When you empty it, it becomes your responsibility. When we’re time
-strapped it’s usually easier to do kids’ jobs for them. Nothing wrong with this once in a 
while as we help each other out in    families. However, if you are always doing a child’s 
job then it may as well be yours. 

 Place help and responsibility on a roster. The use of rosters has the advantage of     
placing responsibility on to kids and takes you out of the picture. Remind them to check 
the roster, not to do their jobs! It’s a subtle but important difference. 

 
Many parents call this type of responsibility ‘jobs’ or ‘chores’. I prefer to call it ‘help’. It’s 
just a little rebranding, but it reflects what it’s about. 



What’s happening in the classroom? 



 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sport 

Division mixed netball: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week Amabel, Georgia, Tarkyn, Hugo, Abby, Natalie and Archie participated in the division netball                

championships at the Schweppes Centre in Bendigo. The team competed in five games, coming away with four wins 

and just one loss which was an awesome effort. Thank you to Georgia’s dad, Michael, for acting as the team          

coordinator and to Vicky (Tarkyn’s mum) and Andrew (Hugo’s dad) for helping out on the day and cheering the team 

on! 

 

Congratulations 

Ray wins Region 7 School Crossing Supervisor award: 

On Friday 13th July Ray Stevenson was announced as the winner of Region 7 at the School 
Crossing Supervisor Awards dinner in Melbourne.  Ray has been the Crossing Supervisor at 
Maldon Primary School for over 9 years and is a valued member of our school community.  
He helps out with the annual Market Day, regularly attends our working bees and even      
participated with the school in the Maldon Easter Parade!  Every year, as part of the Shire's 
Road Safety Awareness Campaign, Ray presents a School Crossing/Road Safety session to 
our most vulnerable children, our 4-6 year olds, not only at Maldon, but at many other 
Schools and Preschools across the Shire. He also volunteers for the Bush Kinder program at 
the Maldon Preschool. Ray is very dedicated to the safety of the young children of Mount Al-
exander Shire and a well deserved winner of the award! 
 

 

What’s happening in our Community? 


