
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter No 24 

September 4th, 2017 

Principal’s chat 

Hi everyone,  

Wow we have more baby news! John Paton and his wife and son 

welcomed a new baby girl, Edith Ann into their family on Father’s Day. 

What a Father’s Day present! Edith arrived a little early, but she is healthy 

and doing well. We wish them all the very best. John will be taking some 

leave from the classroom so that he can connect with his new baby and 

will be replaced by Jennifer Thoma. 

I would like to congratulate all the students and staff on their outfits and 

getting into the spirit of Book Week Dress Up Day. It was a great parade 

and everyone looked fantastic! Thank you to Debbie O’Byrne for 

organising the parade, Colleen for setting up the music and Isaac Gilman-

Sharp for being MC. Well done again! More book week photos will be 

available on the school website later this week. Go to 

www.maldonps.vic.edu.au . 

 

 

 

 

The CASEA parenting program information session which was scheduled 

for today did not go ahead due to lack of numbers. The CASEA parenting 

program is a great opportunity to gain some strategies to help deal with 

the ups and downs of parenting and we strongly encourage families to 

consider joining the program. If you think this program would benefit you 

or have questions about it, you are welcome to come to the next 

information session on Monday 11
th
 September at 12:30pm or contact the 

school for further information if you are unable to make the session. 

Today we had our Kids as Catalysts Celebration Day at the Community 

Centre. This is where all student groups ‘show off’ their projects and 

celebrate how their ideas have contributed to the community. All children 

 
A reminder to families that hats are back for all     

students so please ensure your child has their hat at 
school. New hats can be purchased at the office for 

$12. 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS   
 

 

Wednesday 13th September 

Finance committee meeting, 2.30pm 
 

Thursday 14th September 

School Concert. 2pm and  6pm 
 

Monday 18th September –

Wednesday 20th September 

Grade 3 and 4 camp 

Grade 5 and 6 camp 
 

Wednesday 20th September 

School  Council, 6.30pm 
 

Friday 22nd September 

Last day term 3, 2.30pm dismissal 
 

Monday 9th October 

First day term 4 
 

Monday 16th October 

CASEA Parent Program begins 
 

Sunday 29th October 

Working Bee 
 

Wednesday 1st November 

Pupil Free day 
 

Saturday 4th November 

Market and Fair fundraiser 
 

Friday 17th November 

Pupil Free day 

 

THIS WEEK AT M.P.S. 

Tuesday 5th September 

 Market Day meeting, 
3.30pm at Kangaroo 
Hotel 

 

Wednesday 6th September 

 Community Lunch 3/4D, 
12pm 

 

Friday 8th September 

 Friday Fundraiser  

 Concert rehearsal 
 

Monday 11th September 

 CASEA program, P/1A, 
9.30am-10.30am 

 Meet the CASEA team, 
12.30pm-1.00pm for 
parents interested in 
Parent Program 

 Concert rehearsal 



involved in these projects should be very proud of their efforts. Photos 

and a report will be included in next week’s newsletter. 

This week is National eSmart Week (4
th

 September-8
th

 September). 

The focus is ‘Together we can build cyber safe communities’. It is where 

we all come together to encourage everyone to be smart, safe and 

responsible when using digital technology. Some of the issues we will 

be discussing at school are cyber safety, bullying and wellbeing online 

and offline. This initiative was developed by the Alannah and Madeleine 

Foundation and shares the week with National Child Protection Week. 

More information on responsible use of digital technologies can be 

found under School Community below. 

        Thanks, 

   Alisa 

 

What’s happening this week? 

 Debra will be attending a Professional Development morning on 

Thursday this week so the office will be unattended on Thursday 

morning. 

 John will be absent this week and will be replaced by Jennifer.  

 

What’s happening in the classroom? 
 

CASEA program: We are currently in Week 7 of the CASEA 

Program. This week we look at the concept of empathy. The children 

are encouraged to develop more insight into how others may feel and 

how their actions may impact on other people’s feelings. We also 

explore and practise friendship skills.   

Library: All school library books should be returned tomorrow. 

Students may borrow two new books when they attend their next Library 

session. 

Young leaders: 

 

School community 
 
Concert supper coordinator required: Typically after the evening 
concert we have a supper for families, friends and students. In order to 
run this we require a coordinator and volunteers. If you are able to 
coordinate this event or help out on the night please let Debra know. If 
we do not get a coordinator by Thursday 7th September no supper will 
be held. 
 

eSmart week: Online basics 

(Source - https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/
iparent/staying-safe)  

 

Birthdays 

Patrick and Seth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eagle Eye award – Xavier and 

Izaak 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classroom awards – Problem 

Solving Rule and Safety Rule 

Back row L to R: Xavier, Sophie, 

Georgia, Abby, Harry and Liam 

Front row L to R: Olivia, Theo, Henry 

and Conrad 

Young Leaders Friday FUNdraiser 

Please leave orders with your classroom teacher. 

Available each Friday are: Homemade Sausage rolls $2.50, Juice 

Box $1.50 and Popcorn $1 



Keeping your children safe online 

Your children’s online world is as much a part of their life as offline, so it is crucial that you are as 
involved in supporting their online wellbeing as you are their physical health. Your skills in rule setting, 
support, guidance and respect are just as important to helping ensure your kids enjoy positive digital 
experiences and to help them gain confidence in asking for advice and support. Knowing they are 
equipped to make sound decisions and manage risks online is so important, especially with the number 
of internet-enabled devices that can be used without adult supervision. 

Explore the internet together 

Digital education and communication is essential to the safety of your kids online. This will help instil 
confidence in your kids—and peace of mind for you! Exploring the internet together and talking about 
the websites, games and activities they enjoy is a good way to start those conversations. Get to know 
your children’s friends both online and offline and use technology-based solutions to help protect their 
devices—filters, parental controls and e-security software are all great tools. Remember—there is no 
substitute for your involvement because no-one loves your kids as much as you do. 

Three steps to protecting your kids online 

You can help keep your kids safe online using these three basic strategies. 

1. Communicate openly with your kids 

It’s not possible to supervise your kids 24/7 so finding ways to establish and maintain trust is really 
valuable. 

 Talk to them about their online activities, from chatting about their favourite websites to asking  
      who they are talking to and if they are having any online issues. 
 Give them strategies to deal with upsetting online content, from turning off the screen, telling a   
       trusted adult, and showing them how to block and report people. 
 Research the age ratings for the games and apps your child uses so you can determine age  
      appropriateness and suitability. 
 Explore the sites and apps your kids love, play online games together and consider setting up your  
      own accounts with the sites they frequent. This will help you familiarise yourself with the operation 
      of those sites and potential risks. Ask your kids to show you how they work—they’ll love teaching  
      you something! 
 Set age appropriate rules for using the internet and devices and, where practicable, seek your 

child’s input- this will help your child understand risks. As they get older you can review your  
rules to align with their maturity level. 

 

2. Use technology tools to keep them safe 

There are so many technological advances that can enhance the experience for your child online and 
help keep them safe, both within the site or app and for their devices. 

 Use parental controls and install filtering software to help block unwanted content and pop-ups and 

      to restrict access to specific content and pages. 
 Help your child to set up the privacy settings on all sites and devices they use. 

 Locate the computer in an area of your home that can be supervised. Parents of older children may 
      have an ‘open door’ policy when devices are used in bedrooms and to ensure that screens are 



      facing outward. And make sure you check in regularly to see what they’re viewing. 
 Consider rules for internet-enabled handheld devices—where and when. 

 Install and update anti-virus and other e-security software to restrict unauthorised access to data 

      on the home computer. Ensure all security features are turned on and set to automatic scan and 
      regular updates to protect against the latest risks. 
 Activate safety features on web browsers to protect your devices and personal information. Show 

      your child how to block and report users or pages on the sites they use. 
 

3. Encourage safe and responsible behaviour 

Setting rules for your child’s internet use and establishing clear boundaries and expectations is imperative. 
Your rules will depend on the age of your kids and the level of responsibility you are willing to give but is 
underpinned by conversation, education and trust. 

Consider a family online safety contract as a tool to negotiate agreement about rules and renegotiate as 
required. It could cover the type of websites that can be visited, time spent online and acceptable online 
behaviour. An example from ThinkUKnow Australia can be a good starting point for your own family 
contract. 
 Educate your kids about safe and positive online behaviour and encourage them to think before they  
       post, text or share; be respectful online; avoid posting things that may upset others; and understand  
       that content can remain online forever and can be shared by others without permission. 

 Help them keep their personal information private. This means avoiding using full names, phone  
       numbers, home address, school name and date of birth. 
 Set their online profiles to the maximum privacy settings. Online conversations, images and videos might 

      be viewed by others and can’t always be removed. 
 Ensure your child uses strong passwords on devices and explain the importance of not sharing  
       passwords, even with friends. 
 Talk to them about cyberbullying behaviour and how to report and manage it. You can get some great 

advice and resources about cyberbullying on our website. 

 Explain the dangers of meeting face to face with someone they have only chatted with online. Encourage 

      your child to talk to a trusted adult if any content they view or if contact with someone online makes  
      them feel uncomfortable. 
 

Bloke’s Breakfast: A big thankyou to Anita Mason and her team of helpers who pulled together a very successful 
Bloke’s Breakfast in record time!  The Dads, Grandads and children in attendance enjoyed a yummy breakfast and the 
chance to spend some time together in the school environment.  More photos will be available on our website later this 
week. 

 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thinkuknow.org.au/site/family-online-safety-contract
https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent/online-risks/cyberbullying


The Maldon Neighbourhood  
Centre Occasional Childcare is 

fundraising with Educational    
Experience – they will receive 

20% of the purchase price back in 
learning resource vouchers.  

Catalogues are available at the 
school office or orders can be 

made on-line www.edex.com.au/
fundraising. 

 

Fresh Fruit Friday:  
 

Volunteers for this week: Louise Layne and Genna Hines  
 

Volunteers for next week: Josh Broughton and Lauren Stevens  
 
 

Office Information 

Permission notes and payments to be returned:  

 Grade 3 and 4 Coastal Forest Lodge camp and Grade 5 and 6 Roses Gap camp payment is now 

overdue. Please finalise payment immediately. Unless prior arrangements have been made students 

will NOT be permitted to go on camp if payment in full has not been made.  

 Grade 3/4D Community Lunch permission form and payment is now overdue. Please return 

immediately. 

Fundraising news 

Market and Fair, Saturday 4th November, 2017: The next Market and Fair meeting will be held straight after 
school tomorrow Tuesday 5th September at 3.30pm at the Kangaroo Hotel.  ALL WELCOME! 
 

Community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.edex.com.au/fundraising
http://www.edex.com.au/fundraising

