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Principal’s chat
Hi everyone,
If you are seeking to enrol your child in Prep in 2018 at Maldon P.S.
please complete your enrolment form as soon as possible and return it to
the office. If your child will not be attending Maldon P.S. in 2018, we would
appreciate you letting us know as soon as possible. Enrolments and
student numbers are crucial to the amount of funding we get to supply
staff including classroom teachers, specialist teachers, a welfare officer,
integration aides, office staff and teaching and learning support staff.
Student numbers also determine how many classrooms we can have and
the year level combinations in those classrooms. To help in planning for
2018 we need to confirm the number of students who will be enrolled
ASAP.
If you have any concerns about class placements for your child in 2018,
please let me know in writing by October 31st 2017. Concerns must be of
an academic nature and not be based on social considerations. Please
note that it is not possible for parents to request specific teachers.
This year we have five Prep transition days to give our 2018 Prep students
plenty of opportunities to familiarise themselves with our school and
become comfortable with school before the start of next year. The days
and times are:
Monday 13th November 9:00am – 11:00am
Wednesday 22nd November 9:00am – 11:30am
Thursday 30th November 9:00am – 11:30am
Tuesday 5th December 9:00am – 12:30pm
Tuesday 12th December 9:00am – 3:15pm
Well done to those students who have been walking, scooting or riding to
and from school. This Tuesday we will have Luke Schoolwalker visiting us
at lunchtime. Luke is the mascot for Walk to School Month and will be
walking around the yard at lunchtime, entertaining the children. On the
morning of Tuesday 31st October, a group of parents have organised
three “walking school buses” from different locations around Maldon to
encourage as many students as possible to walk/ride/scoot to school on
the last day. On this day we will also have a free celebratory snack at the
beginning of the school day to conclude Walk to School month. Stay tuned
for more information!
Market Day is sneaking up on us. Very soon we will be asking for
volunteers to assist on the day and we would love you to put your name
down for as many shifts as you can manage. We are relying on lots of
people helping out on the day, so that the workload is spread out and
doesn’t become a huge job for a couple of people. Remember…many
hands make light work!
Each class is in charge of running a stall at Market Day. These stalls
may be selling goods which the children have created or it may be some
kind of game. Please encourage your child to help out on their class stall
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on the day. Assisting has great benefits for the children as it develops
their responsibility and pride in their school as well as skills such as the
ability to talk to a range of people and work out money problems.

Birthdays
Chloe and Liam

Each week our school zooms in on one behaviour/rule of the
school. These rules have been discussed in class and fit into our
Whole School Values of Respect, Resilience, Integrity and Excellence.
Teachers (and sometimes students) observe the children in their class
and decide which child is demonstrating that particular behaviour. These
children are then rewarded with a certificate at our weekly assembly on
Thursday afternoon.
This week’s behaviour focus is on the Problem Solving rule. This
rule aligns with our school value, Resilience. I have included an article in
School Community below to give you some tips of how problem solving
can be encouraged at home.
Thanks,

Eagle Eye award – Ed and Tia

Alisa

What’s happening in the classroom?
Young leaders:
Young Leaders Friday FUNdraiser
Please leave orders with your classroom teacher.
Available each Friday are: Homemade Sausage rolls $2.50, Juice
Box $1.50 and Popcorn $1

School community

Artist of the week – Harrison

Fresh Fruit Friday:
Volunteers for this week: Josh Broughton and Lauren Stevens
Volunteers for next week: Louise Layne and Amy Sonsie

Wanted: Desiree is looking for doona/blanket bags (the kind made

from sturdy plastic with a zip) for storing costumes etc. If you have any
spare at home which you can donate please leave them at the office.

How to encourage kids to be problem solvers:

6 tips to help kids avoid anxiety, develop positive selfesteem and not be scared of making mistakes.
BY MICHAEL GROSE

Classroom award – Treatment rule

When parents solve all children’s problems we not Seth, Tarkyn, Montana, Sophie
only increase their dependency on adults but we and Cheyenne
teach kids to be afraid of making mistakes and to
blame themselves for not being good enough. That’s
fertile ground for anxiety and depressive illness.
So, how can we raise kids to be courageous problem
-solvers rather than self-critical scaredy cats? Here
are six practical ideas to get you started.
1. Turn requests into problems for kids to
solve
Kids get used to bringing their problems to parents
to solve. If you keeping solving them, they’ll keep

bringing them. ‘Mum, my sister is annoying me!’ ‘Dad, can you ask my teacher to
pick me for the team?’ ‘Hey, I can’t find my socks!’ It’s tempting if you are in a
time-poor family to simply jump in and help kids out. Alternatively, you can take
a problem-solving approach, cuing them to resolve their own problems and take
responsibility for their concerns. ‘What can you do to make her stop annoying
you?’ ‘What’s the best approach to take with your teacher?’ ‘Socks, smocks!
Where might they be?’
2. Ask good questions to prompt problem-solving
A problem-solving approach relies on asking good questions, which can be
challenging if you are used to solving your child’s problems. The first question
when a child brings you a problem should be: ‘Can you handle this on your own?’
Next should be, ‘What do you want me to do to help you solve the problem?’
These questions are not meant to deter children from coming to you; rather, to
encourage and teach them to start working through their own concerns
themselves.

3. Coach them through problems and concerns
So, your child feels she was unfairly left out of a school sports team by a teacher
and asks you get involved. The easiest solution may be to meet with the teacher
and find out what’s going on. You may or not resolve the problem but in doing so
you are teaching a child to become dependent on you. Alternatively, you could
coach your child to speak to the teacher herself and find out why she was left out.
Obviously, there are times when children need their parents to be advocates for
them such as when they are being bullied, but we need to make the most of the
opportunities for children to speak for themselves. Better to help your child find
the right words to use and discuss the best way to approach another person when
they have problems. These are great skills to take into adulthood.
4. Prepare kids for problems and contingencies
You may coach your child to be independent – walk to school, spend some time
alone at home (when old enough), catch a train with friends – but does he know
what to do in an emergency? What happens if he comes home after school and
the house is locked? Who should he go to? Discuss different scenarios with
children whenever they enter new or potentially risky situations so that they won’t
fall apart when things don’t go their way.
5. Show a little faith
Sometimes you’ve got to show faith in children. We can easily trip them up with
our negative expectations, such as by saying ‘Don’t spill it!’ to a child who is
carrying a glass filled with water. Of course, your child doesn’t want to spill it but
you’ve just conveyed your expectations with that statement. We need to be
careful that we don’t sabotage children’s efforts to be independent problemsolvers with comments such as, ‘Now don’t stuff it up!’ ‘You’ll be okay … won’t
you?’ ‘You’re not very good at looking after yourself!’
6. Applaud mistakes and mess-ups
Would a child who accidentally breaks a plate in your family while emptying the
dishwasher be met with a ‘That’s really annoying, you can be clumsy sometimes’
response or an ‘It doesn’t matter, thanks for your help’ type of response?
Hopefully it won’t be the first response, because nothing shuts a child’s natural
tendencies to extend themselves down quicker than an adult who can’t abide
mistakes. If you have a low-risk-taking, perfectionist, consider throwing a little
party rather than making a fuss when they make errors so they can learn that
mistakes don’t reflect on them personally, and that the sun will still shine even if
they break a plate, tell a joke that falls flat or don’t get a perfect examination
score.
This is an extract from Michael Grose’s new book Spoonfed Generation: How to
raise independent kids. This book has been released nationally by
Penguin Random House. You can get your copy now at parentingideas.com.au.

Afterschool care:

Office Information
2017 fees and charges: A reminder to all families that if you have outstanding 2017 charges (including term 4
netbook payments) we would appreciate it if payment can be finalised as soon as possible. If you are unsure
whether you have fees owing please contact Debra at the office.

Book club:

Monday 23rd Oct

Extra curricular catch up
Maldon Show 2017: As part of our community connections all students at Maldon Primary School entered a
piece of art work in the Maldon Show on the weekend. The display looked amazing and Kathryn and the students
are to be congratulated on the effort and work required to make it happen. Many students were awarded prize
certificates and ribbons which will be distributed to students this week. Congratulations to the students who also put
their own entries into the show, again with great success, or participated in other show activities. Maldon is very
fortunate to have it’s own agricultural show and by supporting it our students are enabling it to continue into the
future.

What’s happening in the school yard?
Working bee, Sunday 29th October: Keep the date free! Our working bee will be all about cleaning and tidying
the school yard in preparation for Market Day the following weekend. The more volunteers we get the less work for
everyone! A note regarding the working bee will be sent home to families tonight.

Fundraising news
Market and Fair, Saturday 4th November, 2017:


The next Market and Fair meeting will be held straight after school on Tuesday 24th October at 3.30pm at the
Kangaroo Hotel. ALL WELCOME!



Donations of large blocks of chocolate, chocolate bars eg Kit Kat, Violet Crumble etc. and multipacks of
chocolate frogs, caramello koalas etc. for class stall prizes can be left at the office.



Market and Fair raffle books and money are to be returned to the office by this Friday, 20th October.



Please keep the Mystery Jars coming in-the more we have to sell, the more profit we make! Check out the
jars on display in the office for some inspiration!

Shopping Spree Fundraiser, Thursday 30th November, 2017
Thank you to Nicole Funston for taking on the coordination of our annual Shopping Spree. It would be fantastic if we
could get another parent to co-coordinate and learn the ropes this year with the view to coordinating the event in
2018. If you are interested in doing this please let Debra at the office know or talk to Nicole on 0417 540 331.
Nicole also needs volunteers to help with the compilation of Shopping Spree bags prior to the night and sale of
tickets/raffle tickets on the night. If you can help out with one or both of these please let Debra at the office know or
call Nicole on 0417 540 331.

Community
Complete the Early Years
Survey for your chance to win
a $100 voucher!
Council is developing a Municipal Early Years Plan and
would like to hear your thoughts on how to best develop
and co-ordinate early years’ services, programs and
partnership activities. Two separate surveys have been
developed for parents/carers and children https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/P97VVP6
and
service
providers https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/P9CDY9S
Paper surveys for parents/carers and children are also
being sent home to families tonight.
By completing the survey you will go into the draw to win
a $100 voucher for books or a massage.
Survey closes on Friday 20 October. Paper surveys can be
returned to the school office.
For more information contact Gaynor Atkin on 5471 1821

