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Principal’s chat
Hi everyone,
Don’t forget Wednesday night is our Welcome Back Picnic. It will be held in
the school grounds from 5:30-7:00pm, so pack your picnic rug and some
food and come and socialise with our school community. There will be free
icypoles for children and also a second hand uniform stall with all items
available for a gold coin donation.
This year netbooks will not be being sent home with Grade 4 to 6
students. There are a number of reasons for this change.


The homework set by teachers doesn’t often involve the need for a
computer at home. In today’s times, most families would have their
own home computers/iPads or some kind of device for students to
access the internet to complete homework if needed. If you do not
have a device at home all students will have access to a netbook at
school so that they can complete the required work.



Netbooks sent home often resulted in broken screens and lost/
damaged chargers which is expensive for both families and the
school.



The $100 charge levied on families to take the computer home is an
unnecessary expense given the limited times students need a
computer at home.

Tuesday 20th February

Japanese for parents
session, 2.45pm
Wednesday 21st February

Water awareness
program

Rest day for Prep
students (parents are
requested to take them
to the pool for their
swimming lesson)

Sport meeting, 9.30am

3/4 Hospital visit, 2pm

Finance meeting,
2.30pm

Welcome picnic and
second hand uniform
sale, 5.30-7.00pm
Thursday 22nd February

Water awareness
program
Friday 23rd February

NO Friday Fundraiser

NO Fresh Fruit Friday

NO Assembly

If you do have devices at home where your children can access the internet,
please ensure these are in a public area of the house, such as the lounge
room (not bedrooms!), so you can monitor internet activity and you can see
what your children are seeing.
Now that we are well into term 1, everyone is starting to think about student
leadership. This year there are a number of leadership positions for
the students to nominate for. These roles have been discussed in
classrooms and the grade 5 and 6 students have been writing applications
and speeches. This Wednesday we will have a special assembly at 9am to
UPCOMING EVENTS
hear the School Captain speeches from nominees and then Thursday we
will hold another assembly at 9am to hear the House Captain speeches
Tuesday 27th February
from nominees. Voting will occur in classrooms after the speeches. Staff will
School Council nominations close,
then discuss the suitability of the elected leaders and make the final
4pm
decision.
Wednesday 28th February
Here is the list and brief explanation of the leadership roles at Maldon P.S.
School Council, 6.30pm
this year:
Friday 2nd March
School Captains – There will be 4 positions for grade 6 students. The main
Swimming Carnival, 9am
role is to organise and run our weekly assembly, as well as attend events on
Wednesday 22nd March
behalf of the school.
School Council AGM
House Captains – There will be 2 positions for grade 6 students in each

house team. The main role is to lead the house team at sporting events, as well as operate the sport shed and
assist in running some school tabloid events throughout the year. If there are not enough grade 6 nominations,
these roles may be allocated to grade 5 students.
Playground Mentors – 8 to 10 positions for grade 5 and 6 students. The main role is to assist younger students
with minor issues in the yard, as well as acknowledge students who are being kind and showing our values while
playing at recess and lunch.
Fundraising Monitors – 4 positions for grade 5 and 6 students. The main role is organising/preparing Friday
Fundraiser, as well as coming up with and implementing fundraising ideas throughout the year.
Digi Tech Team – 2 to 3 positions for grade 5 and 6 students. The main role is organising the technology for
events, such as our weekly assembly. These leaders may also assist teachers and students with technology in the
classrooms.
Of course, there are always leadership roles in the classrooms from Prep to grade 6, which all students get an
opportunity to experience. This year Danica’s 3/4 students will take it in turns to be Waste Warriors who remind
people to reduce, reuse and recycle and maintain the school worm farm.
It is expected that all school leaders display our school values. If you have a child in grades 5 and 6,
please talk to them about these leadership roles and encourage them to be part of this. It would also be great if all
parents/caregivers could discuss the voting process and that votes should be based on who would be the best
leader for our school, NOT who is the most popular at our school.
We want the children of Maldon P.S. to feel safe and happy at our school, so that they can learn and be the best
they can be.
On Friday, Melissa, Danica and myself attended our first training day for the School Wide Positive Behaviour
Support program (SWPBS). This is a program which helps define the school ’s expected behaviours and
ensures we have a consistent approach to behaviour management. Last Friday we began to look at our school
values, which are Respect, Integrity, Excellence and Resilience. As a team we would like to update these values
and make them more student friendly. We have come up with two ideas which we believe still fit our current
values, but are more easily understood by everyone. We would love to hear which idea you prefer below:
1. Be kind, Be brave, Be your best
2. Strong heart, Strong spirit, Strong brain
Coming home with the newsletter tonight is a slip for you to fill in your preference. Please return this to the office by
Friday of this week. We will also ask the children which idea they prefer.
It would be great to have some parents/carers on our Positive Behaviour Support Group, who can then
represent other parents/carers in our discussions. Parent/Carer input is very important for the school, so that we
can make decisions that reflect the views of the whole school community. If you are interested in being part of our
Positive Behaviour Support Group, please let me know.
The swimming program is half way through now and the children are all enjoying the sessions. Children are
continually being assessed each lesson and are being challenged to constantly improve. Don’t forget our
Swimming Carnival is on Friday 2 nd March, so come along and cheer the swimmers on. Thank you to Kate
Tucker from Inhere Consulting for sponsoring this event.
Thanks,
Alisa

School community
Visitors register: A reminder to all parents that they must sign in and out of the school, using the visitors
register, when attending meetings or helping out in the classrooms e.g. for reading. This is for emergency
management purposes.

Access to classrooms during school hours: A reminder to parents that if you need to drop something to
your child during school hours or pick them up early you need to go to the office for assistance to avoid disrupting
classes.

Easter parade entry: “Celebrating diversity in our community” is the theme for our entry in this year’s Easter
parade. Amy Sonsie is willing to coordinate the event but needs help due to work commitments. Anyone interested
in helping Amy please contact the office ASAP.

Town wide garage sale, Saturday March 10th: If any family is interested in holding a garage sale on the
school grounds as part of the town wide garage sale on March 10th please see Debra at the office.

Office Information
Student absences: A reminder to all families to notify the school before 9am ON THE DAY of a
student’s absence either by phone, by email or by sending an absence form with a sibling to provide us
with an explanation of the absence. Emails should be sent to maldon.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au. If you are aware
of an upcoming absence, e.g. dentist appointment, you can give us prior notification of this using the student
absence form available on our website www.maldonps.vic.edu.au or at the office.

Student enrolment details: Student enrolment forms are now OVERDUE. These forms MUST be checked,
changed if necessary, signed and returned to the office immediately even if no changes have been
made.

Digital technologies agreements: Digital Technology Agreements were sent home last week with all grade
3 students and any other students who did not return a signed form in 2017. They must be signed by parents/
caregivers and the student and returned to the office by this Friday 23rd February.

Uniform: The uniform cupboard has now been restocked following the start of year rush! If you require a new
hat or other item of uniform for your child please see Debra at the office.

School banking: As part of our community connections we offer a school banking facility in conjunction with

the Maldon and District Community Bank. If your child has a Bendigo Bank account they can drop their deposit
at the office on a Tuesday and their passbook/receipt will be returned to them by the end of the week. This is a
great way to encourage students to save from an early age. If you would like your child to participate but they
don’t have an account the staff at the bank in High St would be more than happy to open an account for you.

What’s happening in the classroom?
Just a reminder that we ask that all students bring a piece of fruit or vegetable for munch and crunch time at
10:00am every day.

Food allergy reminder: A reminder to all families that we have students at Maldon Primary School with
severe allergies to nuts. In the interests of the safety of all students we strongly suggest that no child brings
food which has nuts or traces of nuts to school.

Maldon Primary School Art on Instagram: Kathryn has established an Instagram page sharing the

artwork of students at Maldon Primary School. The name to search for is ‘maldon_primary_art’ (all lower
case). If anyone has trouble finding it, they can see Kathryn on a Tuesday and she will help them.

Crossing safety with Ray: Ray came in on Thursday morning to the Prep/1 class and taught us how to use
the school crossing safely. We learnt a song and walked across the crossing together. Ray reminded us not to
play with balls near the road, and to remind our mums, dads and carers not to talk on the phone when we are
crossing the road. Thanks Ray.

Water awareness program:

Our School Library:






Children visit the library every Thursday for a lesson and to borrow books.
Loans are recorded on the library computer and books are then stamped with a return date.
The loan period is for two weeks and no borrowing will take place if books are overdue.
Returns are due on a Wednesday morning and can be placed into the classroom Library tub.

LIBRARY PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
Students develop an understanding that information comes from various sources and identify those sources.
Library sessions are structured to provide students with activities which enhance their understanding of library
language and develop their research skills eg
Book Types
Understanding the parts of a book
Alphabet Skills
Author
Illustrator
Looking at characters, setting, plot and events
Questioning
Comprehension
Understanding Call-Numbers (Dewey System)
Using the library effectively
Recording references/bibliography

IT WOULD BE GREAT IF ALL CHILDREN HAD A LIBRARY BAG TO PROTECT THEIR BOOKS.

Community
Raising Your Child in the Digital World
Navigating the worlds of screen time and
the internet can be pretty tricky when it
comes to kids. To help parents explore
some strategies around these issues,
Castlemaine Library have Stef Cola from
Doomsday Tuna coming to talk about
parenting in the digital age and some
great tools to plan your family’s digital
boundaries.
“Raising Your Child in the Digital World” is
a free session on Thursday 22nd February,
5.30-6.30pm at the Castlemaine Library
and is aimed at parents with children aged
3-16. Bookings are required through the
library website: ncgrl.vic.gov.au

Brochures are available at the school office and bookings can be made online at https://www.illustrating-man.com

