
 

THIS WEEK AT M.P.S. 
 

Wednesday 19th September 

 All library books due 

back 

 School Council, 6.30pm 
 

Friday 21st September 

 Casual clothes day 

 Fresh Fruit Friday 

 Friday Fundraiser 

 NO Assembly 

 Last day term 3, 2.30pm 

dismissal 
 

Monday 8th October 

 First day term 4 

 Walk to School month 

starts 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS   
 
 

 

Friday 12th October 

Finance sub committee meeting, 

9.10am 
 

Wednesday 17th October 

School Council 
 

Thursday 25th October 

School Concert 
 

Friday 26th October 

Pupil Free day 
 

Sunday 28th October 

Working Bee 
 

Saturday 3rd November 

Market Day fundraiser 
 

Thursday 8th November 

Prep late night stay/Gr 1 sleepover 
 

Friday 23rd November 

Pupil Free day 
 

Thursday 29th November 

Shopping Spree fundraiser 
 

Monday 17th December 

Grade 6 Graduation 

  

 

Principal’s chat 

Hi everyone,  

Last week the Grade 1 and 2 students went to Boomerang Ranch 

Camp. The Grade 1 students experienced a camp day and the Grade 2 

students had their very first overnight camp. They were all very excited and, 

from all reports, had an amazing time. A camp photo page is featured later 

in the newsletter but here are some comments from the students: 

Patrick: Camp was fantastic because we got to ride horses and we 

trotted. 

Florence: Camp was terrific because twice we got to ride horses. We 

also did activities. One was cubby building and one was bushwalking. I 

loved doing the mini golf because there were different holes and you had to 

count how many shots it took for each hole. 

Jack: My favourite parts of the camp were the horse riding, the 

yabbying and the bushwalking. 

Charlie: I liked the mini golf, bushwalking, cubby building and horse 

riding. My horses were called Angel and Inkie. 

Seth: We rode horses, we went on a bushwalk and we went yabbying. 

My favourite part of camp was riding horses. I am looking forward to staying 

overnight next year. 

Chloe: We went horse riding and yabbying. No one caught any 

yabbies. We went on a bushwalk and we collected rubbish. I had lots of fun! 

Today the classroom teachers have spent the day together planning 

for next term. This is a new approach to our planning where 

classroom teachers will be discussing the Victorian Curriculum, sharing 

their planning ideas and working together to get the best outcomes for all 

children at Maldon Primary School. 

It is always amazing to look back at all the extra-curricular programs the 

children have been offered at Maldon Primary School. It has been a 

very busy term! 

 Palmer’s Gymnastics program for Grades Prep-6 students 

 Maldon P.S. Open Day and Teddy Bear’s Picnic 

 Newshound publication in the Castlemaine Mail newspaper for Grade 

3/4 students 

 Preparation for Puberty for Grade 5/6 students 

 Athletics Carnival for Grades Prep-6 students 

 Hot Shots Tennis sessions for Grades Prep-6 students 

 Hot Shots Tennis Carnival for Grades 3-6 students 

 Hospital visits for Grade 3/4 students 
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  Book Week Dress Up Day 

 Castlemaine Secondary College Experience Day for grade 5 and 6 

students 

 Bloke’s Breakfast 

 RACV Safety sessions and First Aid Training for Grades Prep-6 

students 

 Grade 1 Camp Experience Day and Grade 2 overnight Camp to 

Boomerang Ranch 

We also had the school review including forums and feedback sessions 

and Parent Teacher interviews.  No doubt everyone is looking forward to 

the break after such a hectic term! 

I hope everyone has a nice holiday and I look forward to many more 
adventures in term 4 including the Concert, Market Day, the Shopping 
Spree and Grade 6 Graduation. 

   Thanks   
    Alisa 
 

 
Staying relevant in your child’s digital world 
 
POSITIVE PARENTING –MICHAEL GROSE’S 

WEBSITE 
 
by Martine Oglethorpe 

As technology continues to advance at breakneck speed and our 
lives become more deeply immersed in the digital world, the 
challenges faced by parents in this uncharted territory can often 
feel overwhelming. 
As a parent, worrying comes naturally. We hear so much about 
the pitfalls and dangers of the connected world, we often 

overlook the vast possibilities digital technology can offer.  
Through digital devices, we now have countless amazing ways to 
connect and collaborate, raise awareness, create, learn and 
share. For young minds, this is a tremendous opportunity, and 
making full use of these tools can give them a big lead in today’s 
competitive world. 
So how can we ensure that our kids can reap the very best of 
what technology has to offer, while at the same time protecting 
them from those negative elements? 
 

Make time to talk 

One of the best ways we can help kids make the most of these 
opportunities is to stay relevant. But how do we do that in a 
world that seems to move faster every day? How do we keep up 
when our kids already seem to know so much? 
We start by taking the time to get to know the kind of world they 
are growing up in. We try to understand the challenges they 
face. Because even if it seems they know a lot, kids do face 
challenges, and they will make mistakes. As parents, we need to 
ensure that those mistakes are ones they can recover from, and 
learn from. 
 

Be their guide 

Kids may well have a lot of knowledge when it comes to all 
things digital. But they are not necessarily as wise as their 
parents. Generally speaking, parents have a much deeper 
understanding of the world, the intricacies of different 
interactions, relationships and the complexities of human 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

Back row L to R: Fin, Hugo, Liam 

and Lacey 

Front row L to R: Levi, Wilbur, Hazel 

and Isla 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School behaviour awards 

L to R: Chloe, Eva and Chloe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 behaviour than kids do. Our kids are interacting and connecting with others in a world that is often 
beyond what they are developmentally and emotionally ready for. We need to help them cope with 
that. 
 

Play and interact more 

Sure, we all love the babysitting power of an iPad to ensure we can finish our coffee while its hot, or 
get dinner cooked without any interruptions. But if we also take the time to play with our kids and 
their devices, and take an interest in their digital playground, we can get a whole new perspective 
about what they enjoy. We get the bonus of staying current with interactive technology, as well as 
time to bond with them and enjoy some family time together. We also put ourselves in a much better 
position to set relevant boundaries and help kids understand those boundaries. 
 

Listen to others, and listen to your child 

If your friend’s child is playing a certain game, has a social media account or enjoys certain websites, 
then there is a good chance your child does too. Just as we would play at the park or hang out at the 
milk bar where our friends were when we were young, so too our kids will hang out where their 
mates are playing. So listen to those parents in the playground. Listen in to which popular apps and 
games are being talked about in the media. Listen to your child. Ask them what they like to do. Ask 
them about their concerns and their challenges. You may never keep up with every single app or site 
that your child visits, but if you have a good understanding of the ways kids are using technology and 
the sorts of things technology is capable of, then you are in a much better position to help them use 
it safely and smartly. 
 

Be open and honest about what’s out there 

While there are times we get nostalgic about the good old days when screens and social media were 
not such an integral part of our lives, we can’t afford to live in denial about the role technology is 
playing and will continue to play in the lives of our children. So rather than ignoring it completely or 
trying to avoid it, we need to be ready to have conversations that we may prefer not to have. We 
need to face the fact that the average age a child first sees pornography is about 11, and understand 
that this is a very real possibility for our children. So how do we prepare them for that? What 
conversations would we need to have if we suspect this has happened? Because we want to make 
sure that the education they are getting comes from us, and not from some random online source 
that we have no way of checking. 
So seek out knowledge. Take an interest in current tech trends. Talk to your kids, make them feel 
secure enough to discuss difficult topics with you, and put yourself in the best position to remain 
relevant to your child’s world. Be the one they come to should things go wrong. Be the one they 
come to share the positive experiences they have online. 
Our role as parents is not to shut down the internet accounts and take away the screens, but rather 
to ensure we are giving them the skills, the support, the understanding and the critical thinking skills 
to make the very best decisions every time they go online. 
 
 

Reminders 
 
 

 Fresh Fruit Friday volunteers this week are Anita Mason and  Belinda Gatti. 

 Friday is a casual clothes day. All students are asked to bring a gold coin donation to go to the 

farmers who are doing it tough due to drought. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you help? 

If any family has any unwanted Coles mini shop items a school family is collecting them for use with autistic children. 

If you have any unwanted items please leave them at  the office. 

Young Leaders Friday FUNdraiser 

Please leave orders with your classroom teacher. 

Available each Friday are: Homemade Sausage rolls $2.50, Juice 

Box $1.50 and Popcorn $1 

 



Fundraising news  

Shopping Spree: We are looking for a parent to coordinate this year’s Shopping Spree which is being held on 

Thursday November 29th. The Shopping Spree is always a fun night and it is an excellent opportunity for us to 

strengthen our relationship with the traders of Maldon. If you are able to coordinate the event or would like more 

information about what is involved please see Debra in the office. 

Market Day: 

 Our cake stall has become a regular, profitable fixture at Market Day. Many items can be baked/made ahead 

of time and frozen so get your recipe books out and start cooking up a storm! If you don ’t have the space to 

freeze items at home we can freeze them at school. All items must include an ingredient list. 

 Our Market Day entrance barrels and raffle barrel are looking very shabby and we would love someone to 

take on the task of making them shiny and attractive again! If you can help out please see Debra in the office. 

 Are you catching up with family and friends over the holidays?  A perfect opportunity to sell some more raffle 

tickets! Extra books are available from the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra curricular catch up 

Walk to School in October: Our school has signed up to participate in Walk to School Month in October. 

We’d love to see families put their best foot forward and join thousands of other Victorian kids walk, ride or scoot to 
school. Part way is ok! If you can’t walk the whole way, why not try parking the car a few blocks from school and 
walk, ride or scoot the rest. 

Walk to School helps get kids active, and gives you a chance to talk and teach road safety skills while spending 
quality time together and getting active yourself.  

Walk to School is a VicHealth initiative and Mount Alexander Shire Council is on board to help our school make the 
most of the program.  

 





Maldon Tennis Club: The Maldon Tennis Club has generously offered to fund the membership cost for the 

2018/2019 season for one student who is keen to play but is finding the cost of membership a barrier.  If you would 

like your child to be considered for this opportunity please talk to Debra in the office or send a note to the office 

expressing your child’s interest. The successful student would only need to have runners to participate as a racquet 

can be provided by the Tennis Club. 

Instrumental music lessons:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student achievements Congratulations to Abby who played for South Bendigo in the Bendigo 

Strathdale Netball Association Inc grade 6 grand final on the weekend. Her team came away as premiers with a 21 

to 8 goal win. Well done Abby! 

 

What’s happening in our community? 

What



Head here to download and book the MZ holiday 
program! https://www.movementzonedance.com/
school-holiday-program  

 

https://www.movementzonedance.com/school-holiday-program
https://www.movementzonedance.com/school-holiday-program

