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THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.

Principal’s chat
Hi everyone,
I would like to start off by saying thank you to Megan Walmsley and her
team for organising the Shopping Spree this year. I hope that those
who came along had a great night. This fundraiser made approximately
$2,600 profit which will be going towards our library.
Last week at School Council I shared the reviewer’s report which was
written from our School Review in August.

Tuesday 4th December


Japanese for Parents,
2.45pm



Bendigo Health Dental
screening



Gr 5/6 debating final
(selected students)

Some of the highlights that emerged from the different discussions and
forums amongst staff, students and parents were our Community
Connections and special days such as Grandparent’s Day, our whole
school reading model and our Specialist programs (Japanese, Art and
Performing Arts).

Wednesday 5th December


Bike Ed Gr 3 and 4



Bendigo Health Dental
screening

One of the key findings from the panel was that we have consistency in the
way we teach reading at Maldon P.S. The classroom teachers conference
with students and develop medals and missions (goals) to advance student
learning in reading. Other strengths were highlighted in relation to the
school’s behaviour management and values program, student
leadership teams, curriculum planning documentation and summative
assessment. If anyone would like to read the review report in detail please
contact the office.



Prep 2019 Transition #3,
2pm

Following the review process of class observations, staff interviews and
parent and student forums, we now have two new goals for the 2019-2022
Strategic Plan.



Sports sub committee
meeting, 9am



Bike Ed Gr 3 and 4

Goal 1 - To maximise student learning growth in reading, writing and
numeracy.
Goal 2 - To improve student engagement in their learning.
With a new Strategic Plan comes the need for a revised or new vision
for the school for the next 4 years. To develop this vision we would
like to find out what parents and carers think about student engagement
and student agency at Maldon Primary School. So what is student agency?
Student agency is about the student being the “agent” (or “person with an
active role”) in learning rather than the teacher. When a teacher lectures
and students take notes, the teacher is the active agent.. the one in the
driver’s seat, or the one doing the heavy lifting. But when the student has
agency, the student is making, creating, doing, sharing, collaborating, and
publishing in ways that are meaningful to them, using real-world tools. Of
course the teacher is still very important in student agency as they assist
and guide the students in their learning, but the student “owns” their
learning. We have to give students agency during their education now if we
want to unlock their potential for the future.
We plan to collect information regarding student agency and engagement
from families over the next week then we will draft a vision statement for our
school that is meaningful to us all.
Today David Holmes from Bendigo Discovery Centre visited our school to
work with the students on using some technology in the classroom.
The students have experienced programming Beebots, as well as using
iPads to program sphero bolts (balls) in a path around the room. It was
great to see the excitement on the student’s faces as well as hear the

Thursday 6th December


Bike Ed Gr 3 and 4



Lunch Chess Club

Friday 7th December

Monday 10th December

Victorian Blue Light
Youth Camp Fun day,
all students

UPCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday 11th December
2019 transition day
Wednesday 12th December
ALL library books due back
Friday 14th December
Finance sub committee meeting
Monday 17th December
Grade 6 Graduation
Monday 17th December
Semester 2 reports distributed
Friday 21st December
Last day term 4, 1.30pm dismissal

problem solving discussions occurring to improve their programs. We
would like to thank David for visiting our school and running professional
development for the staff, as well as sessions for the students.

Birthdays
L to R: Arlen and Izaak

Tomorrow a group of grade 5/6 students will be participating in the
final of the debating competition against Newstead Primary School.
They will be debating as the affirmative team with the topic being that
“Mobile phones should be banned in primary schools”. Debating has been
School behaviour awards
a new initiative where students have been debating against other schools
in the district virtually (through our polycom tv unit). We are very proud of
the learning that has taken place in this project and we would like to wish Back row L to R: Archie, Patrick and
Levi
the team the very best in the competition tomorrow.
Thanks

Front row: Auzzie

Alisa

Reminders



Fresh Fruit Friday volunteers this week are volunteer required
and Brenda Misso. If you can fill this spot please let the office know.
Permission notes/payment to be returned:
* Prep – Gr 6 Fun Day permission form is due back this
Thursday 6th December.

Young Leaders Friday FUNdraiser
Please leave orders with your classroom teacher.
Available each Friday are: Homemade Sausage rolls $2.50,
Juice Box $1.50 and Popcorn $1

Artist of the week
Sophia

Office information
2019 Camps, Sport and Excursion Fund: The Camps, Sports and

Excursions Fund (CSEF) helps to ensure that no student misses out on
the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun
activities. Families who hold a valid means tested concession card are
eligible to apply. A special consideration category is also available.
A payment of $125 for eligible primary school students will be paid directly
to the school to be used towards camps, sports and excursions costs for
the benefit of students. Please note that this payment cannot be used for
school fees and charges.
In 2019 you will not need to resubmit an application form if you were
a CSEF recipient in 2018 as your information will just be rolled over.
You will need to submit a new form if:


Your child has just started at Maldon Primary School OR
started at Maldon Primary School in 2018 but did not apply for

CSEF at Maldon.


There has been a change in family circumstances such as a change of custody, change of name or
CRN or if new siblings are commencing at school.

Applications for the CSEF are being sent home today and they are also available at the office. All applications are
due back at school by Friday 15th February, 2019.

Community Connections
Shopping Spree:

The Shopping Spree was first held in 2003 and has been a fantastic addition to our fundraising
calendar ever since. The Shopping Spree serves not only to raise money for the school but also to showcase what
local traders have to offer. We are very fortunate to have a supportive group of traders who are willing to stay open
late and donate prizes for our raffle to ensure that the Shopping Spree is a success year after year. We also
couldn’t run the event without the support of Matt and Michael from the Maldon Hotel who provide a great venue
where people can relax and enjoy a meal (and a free drink) after a busy night of shopping. Thank you also to the
Maldon Brass Band, who use their music to ensure that shoppers get into the Christmas spirit, and to the shoppers
who come from far and wide to support our school. Our students are certainly lucky to live in a community oriented
town like Maldon!

Fundraising
Town wide garage sale, March 30th, 2019: Out of town families are encouraged to hold a garage sale in the
school grounds as part of the town wide garage sale on March 30th, 2019. Keep the date free and start cleaning
out the cupboards now!

What’s happening in the classroom?
Library: This week will be the final borrowing week therefore all books need to be returned to the library on
Wednesday 12th December for end of term processing.

2019 Prep transition: Last week 14 excited new Prep students attended their second session of transition . The
students listened to the book Olga the Brolga then used coloured paper to create birds from the book.

Grade 2/3 Learning Expo: Next Wednesday 12th December Bernadette’s class will be holding a Learning Expo
from 9 to 10am to showcase the robots they have created and their learning in the design and technology inquiry
unit. All parents/carers are welcome to attend.

Extra curricular catch up

What’s happening in our community?

