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THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.

Principal’s chat
Hi everyone,
I can’t believe we are in the final week of the 2018 school year! To have a
successful school, it takes a lot of team work from the staff, students
and families. On behalf of the staff and students, thank you for being
part of our school team, supporting us and helping out at different times
throughout the year.
I would also like to thank the Maldon P.S. School Council members for the
work they have done this year to make sure our school is as successful as it
can be. These parents and staff members volunteer their time consistently
throughout the year and we greatly appreciate it.
The members on School Council this year have been:

Wednesday 19th December


2/3 and 5/6 class parties

Thursday 20th December


P/1 and 3/4 class parties

Friday 21st December


Casual Clothes Day,
gold coin donation



Assembly 1pm



School dismissal
1.30pm

Parents/Caregivers – Nicole Funston (past President), Anita Mason, Tom
Robertson (President), Marton Gross, Louise Gillman, Jess Carr and
Megan Walmsley
School Staff – Debra Watson (Secretary), Liz Grainger and Danica Purcell
The end of the year is also a time to say goodbye to some families and
staff.
I would like to thank Kay for her time at Maldon Primary School. Kay has
been a wonderful integration aide and support to the staff, parents and
students. She always makes great connections with everyone and we will
definitely miss her smiling face each day. I would like to wish Kay good luck
in the future.
Kellie will also be leaving our school at the end of the year. I would
like to thank Kellie for teaching the grade 5/6 class for the last six months.
Kellie is a very kind and caring teacher who has taken on many new
initiatives to give the grade 5/6 students lots of extra opportunities. I would
like to wish Kellie all the best for the future.
Liz will be retiring at the end of this year. Liz started at Maldon Primary
School as Acting Principal in 2012. Liz signed up for about 10 days and
ended up staying for 7 years! Liz has taken on many roles within the school
over this time and her experience has been highly valued. I would like to
wish Liz a retirement full of good health and happiness.
I would also like to acknowledge the families who are leaving our
school community because their youngest child has graduated in
2018. For some of you it has been a short time, and for others it has been
many, many years. No matter how short the time has been we would like to
thank you for supporting our school, helping out whenever you could and
encouraging your child to be the best person they can be. Goodbye and
good luck to the following families: Anton, Buchanan, Hammond,
Munro, McGoldrick, Noy, Silva, Sparrow, Stevens, Webb and Zantuck.
Please let us know how your children are going in the future.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Thursday 24th January
Stationery pack pick up day , 1pm6pm
Wednesday 30th January
First day term 1

Looking back at term 4, the school has provided lots of extra opportunities to the students and wider school
community, including:
Walk to School Month
T20 Blast Cricket Carnival Grades 3-6
Newshound page in the Castlemaine Mail Grade 3/4
Market Day fundraiser
Kickball Grades Prep-2
Bike Education Grades 3 and 4
Remembrance Day writing competition Grade 6
Shopping Spree fundraiser
Authentic Writing Project Grades 5 and 6
Interschool debating Grades 5 and 6
Hospital Visits Grade 3/4
School Concert
Discovery Centre Technology sessions for all grades
Prep/One Late Night Stay/Sleepover
Learning Expo Grades 2, 3 and 4
Puppet Show Grade P/1
Chess Club
Transition and Step Up Day
Grade 6 Graduation
Each student received their report yesterday. This includes comments from their teachers, behaviour and
effort status, as well as data showing where your child is performing in relation to the Victorian Curriculum. To
support this document, students also took home their portfolio. The teachers have put a lot of time and
effort into the portfolios. I hope you take the time to look at them and appreciate how much your child has
progressed over the year. These portfolios are for you to keep. An attendance sheet was also included in the
portfolio. Please note how many days your child has been absent from school. I would like to congratulate
Maggie for her 100% attendance rate – amazing! Well done also to Elsa, Wilbur, Yoshi, Auzzie, CJ, Charlie, Ethan,
Henry, Abi, Harry, Rex and Archie for an attendance of 98% or above.
Last night we held the Grade 6 graduation at the Maldon Hotel. This was a lovely night where we celebrated
the primary years of each graduate. Each graduate made a speech and presented a movie of their primary school
years. Thank you to everyone who attended, it was a very enjoyable night.

Thank you to Barry from the
Tarrangower Times for this photo of our
graduates.

On Friday there will be an assembly at 1pm, which will finish with a Guard of Honour down the school front
path for our Grade 6 graduates. The whole school will be involved in this grade 6 tradition. School will finish
for the year at 1.30pm on Friday.
Please put Thursday 24th January 2018 (1pm - 6pm) in your calendar, so you don’t forget to pick up your
stationery pack from school.
Have a lovely Christmas and a safe and happy holiday. I would like to wish the grade 6 students all the best for the
next chapter of their lives and I look forward to working with our school families in 2019! See you all on January
30th, 2019 (except the new Prep students who start on the 31st)!
Thanks
Alisa

Reminders






There will be NO FRESH FRUIT and NO FRIDAY FUNDRAISER this week.
Friday is a Casual Clothes Day to raise money for the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre. Students are
invited to wear casual clothes and bring a gold coin to donate to the cause.
School will be dismissed at 1.30pm on Friday.
The lost property tub is full so please have a look through for any items you have misplaced. The tub is
located inside the front door near the office.
Don’t forget that the school has after hours care available for students. In 2019 both before and after
school care will be available. Please contact Castlemaine Child Care on 5472 3665 to enquire or make a
booking.

Office information
2019 Stationery packs and fee payment: Stationery pack pick up day for 2019 is on Thursday 24th January,
2019 from 1pm - 6pm. Stationery packs must be paid for on pick up. Families can pay for the stationery pack and
school fees on the day using cash, cheque or Eftpos (the school is borrowing an Eftpos facility from the Maldon and
District Community Bank for 24th January only). Alternatively families can use Bpay or direct deposit prior to the day
to pay for resources. Please contact the office if you need to obtain your family Bpay details.

2019 Voluntary contributions: Maldon Primary School encourages parents to make Voluntary Financial
Contributions towards the replacement of technology and the improvement of its grounds. These contributions are
used to supplement the funds received by the department to run our school. Please contribute on 24th January (or
at any time throughout the year) if you are able.

Absence line: Parents now have the ability to leave a message regarding their child’s absence by calling 5475
1484 and dialling 1. The message service means that parents do not have to wait until the office is attended to ring
in if their child is sick or away for another reason.

Christmas carols in the office!

Thank you

to Kylie from Beatons Store for donating handkerchiefs for the 3/4 class to give to the hospital

residents for Christmas.

Can you help?
We are looking for a family/group of families to care for our chooks over the holidays. The chooks have a large
waterer and large feeder so will only require someone coming in every few days to top them up. If you can help
please contact Debra at the office.

Extra curricular catch up
Congratulations and well done to the DTM students who performed in the gig at the J.B. Osborne theatre on
Sunday. Drew was very proud of your performances!

Community Connections
Fresh Fruit Friday and Maldon IGA: In 2007 the Victorian State Government announced its free fruit Friday
initiative whereby all children from Prep to Year 2 were to be provided with free fruit. The initiative was government
funded until 2011 and Maldon Primary extended the program to include all students in Grades Prep to 6. When the
funding finished our local Maldon IGA generously started donating the fruit each Friday and have continued to do so
for the past seven years. That means that this year’s Grade 6 graduates have eaten fruit each Friday courtesy of our
local IGA! As a school we say thank you to Jay and his team from Maldon IGA for funding this over the years– when
you are next in IGA make a point of saying thank you as the program is very much appreciated by our students!
Mt Alexander Shire Council: How lucky we are to live in this community! Last week the Mt Alexander Shire
Council donated $480 to the school to purchase new soccer goals to encourage our students to be active and stay
healthy. A group of boys from the 5/6 room have researched soccer goals and new ones have been ordered so
hopefully they will be in place before the end of term. Thank you to Edwina from the council for organising this
donation.
Castlemaine Mail: Each year the Castlemaine Mail runs a Newshound competition where local primary
schools design a newspaper page about their school. In 2018 Maldon Primary School Grade 3/4 were the overall
winners, taking home awards for “Best overall news coverage” and “Best headlines”. Last week Donna from the
Castlemaine Mail came to the school to present the winning trophy, a certificate for best headlines and a framed
printout of the page which is now on display in the office.

What’s happening in our community?

The VICSWIM Summer Kidz Program is being offered at the Maldon
Pool this year– don’t miss this opportunity for your children to
participate in swimming lessons locally.

