
THIS WEEK AT M.P.S. 
 

 

Tuesday 23rd July 

 CSC Science excursion,  

Gr 5/6 
 

Wednesday 24th July 

 Athletics coaching   

sessions, all students 
 

Thursday 25th July 

 Sport sub committee 

meeting, 3.15pm 
 

Friday 26th July 

 Fresh Fruit Friday 

 Friday Fundraiser 

 Assembly, 3pm 
 

Monday 29th July 

 Hospital Day centre  

visit, Gr2/3 
 

 

 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 
 

 

 

Friday August 2nd 

Principal’s Day 2019 
 

Tuesday August 6th 

Free optometry screening for all 

students 
 

Tuesday August 13th 

 Athletics Day 
 

Wednesday August 14th 

Finance Committee meeting, 

9.10am 
 

Tuesday August 20th 

Book Week Dress Up day 
 

Wednesday August 21st 

School Council, 6.30pm 
 

Wednesday August 21st-Friday 

August 23rd 

5/6 Roses Gap camp 
 

Friday August 30th 

Father’s Day breakfast 
 

 

Principal’s chat 

Hi everyone, 

The Parent Opinion Survey is undertaken annually by the Department of 

Education and Training and is conducted amongst a sample of randomly 

selected parents at every school in Victoria. We have invited every school 

family to participate. All responses to the survey are anonymous. The 

survey helps our school gain an understanding of how you view our school 

climate, student engagement and relationships. Our school will use the 

results to inform school planning and improvement strategies. The survey is 

conducted online by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd and only takes 15 

minutes to complete. All families will be given a letter today which 

contains a link to the survey and the school PIN number required to 

complete the survey. The survey can be accessed from today, Monday 

22
nd

 July, until Sunday 11
th

 August. If you need assistance to complete 

the survey, please come into the Office and we can help you. We would 

really love it if all 53 families could complete the survey this year! 

Results of the survey will be sent back to our school at the end of 

September.  

Friday 2nd August is our mid-year Census Day. As part of the census 

we collect up to date information on existing families, including current 

employment, and predict our enrolments for 2020 so that department 

funding for the school for 2020 can be determined. If you know of any 

families who are going to enrol their child in prep at Maldon Primary 

School next year, please encourage them to have their enrolment 

forms completed by this date or let us know of their intention to enrol. 

Also if your child will not be attending Maldon Primary School in 2020, 

we would appreciate you letting us know this by Friday 2nd August. 

Families who haven’t done so are also asked to return their  DET Data 

Collection form 2019 by the end of this week so that details can be 

updated in time for the census. 

Are you having trouble getting any information about how your child’s 
day at school was? Scholastic says the trick is to ask about things 
that are specific, but still open-ended. Move beyond " fine"  and 
"nothing" by asking your child to describe their world. It's also great to start 
the conversation with an anecdote from your own day. Try one of these 
conversation-starters: 

 Tell me about the best part of your day. 

 What was the hardest thing you had to do today? 

 Did any of your classmates do anything funny? 

 Tell me about what you read in class. 

 Who did you play with today? What did you play? 

 Do you think math [or any subject] is too easy or too hard? 

 What's the biggest difference between this year and last year? 

 What rules are different at school than our rules at home?  
      Do you think they're fair? 

 Who did you sit with at lunch? 

 Can you show me something you learned (or did) today? 
 
A reminder to all families that pick up and drop off for school should be 
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Birthdays 

L to R: Joel, CJ and Henry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

done using the Hospital Street car park. Parking at the back of the 
school or near the playground is discouraged due to safety issues. 
 

         Thanks 
              Alisa 
 

Office information 

 The school phones are currently not working and won’t be fixed 

for at least another week. Calls are currently being forwarded to 

the school mobile which means that if the mobile is being used 

you will not be able to get through. If this is the case please wait a 

few minutes and try again.   

 The office will be unattended both Wednesday and Thursday 

mornings this week due to training. Please leave phone calls and 

visits to the office until after 1.00pm as there will be no-one in the 

office to answer the mobile phone. 
 

 

 

Reminders 

 Fresh Fruit Friday volunteers this week are Anita Mason and 
Belinda Webster. 

 More help is needed to complete the Fresh Fruit Friday roster 
for terms 3 and 4. A message has been sent on uEducateUs 
asking for help on August 9th and August 30th (the November and 
December spots have now been filled). If you are able to fill either 
or both of the spots please let Debra know. 

 DET Data Collection Form 2019 is URGENTLY required back 
at the office. This form helps to determine the funding we 
receive in 2020 so it is vital that all forms are returned by the end 
of this week. New forms have been sent home to those families 
who are yet to return them. 

 Grade 1 camp experience day deposit of $25 is now overdue. 
Please make payment immediately. 

 Grade 2 camp deposit of $50 is now overdue. Please make 
payment immediately. 

 Grades 3 and 4 camp 6th instalment of $40 is due on Friday 
2nd August. 

 Grade 5/6 camp final payment of $55 is due on Friday 2nd 
August. 

 Grade 5/6 Preparation for Puberty payment is now overdue. 
Please pay immediately. 

 Athletics Carnival volunteer form is due on Monday 5th 
August. 

 Wide Open Optometry permission form is due on Monday 5th 
August if you would like your child to be seen. 

 

 

What’s happening in the classroom? 

Writer’s Notebooks: This term all grades will be beginning their 

Writer’s Notebooks. In this book students record their interests, 

thoughts, memories, wonderings etc. These ideas or seeds will be  

Young Leaders Friday FUNdraiser 

Please leave orders with your classroom teacher. 

Available each Friday are: Homemade Sausage rolls $2.50, Juice 

Box $1.50 and Popcorn $1 



sparks for children to use for writing pieces later on. Last week students worked on creating their front cover and 

drawing and brainstorming things about them. It would be great for you to talk to your child/children about some of 

the things they included in this task.  

Positive behaviour awards:  

At assembly on Friday the following students will be receiving awards: 

Prep/1 – William for trying his best in reading (be your best) 

2/3 - Meghan for showing kindness to her class mates by helping them to achieve their best (be kind) 

3/4 - Abi for a great start to term 3 and aiming high in all her work (be your best) 

5/6 – Matilda for starting the term with a positive attitude and being organised (be your best) 

Community Connections 

Grade 5/6 Engineers without Borders excursion: Today, the grade 5 and 6 students were invited to attend 

an ‘Engineers without Borders’ excursion at the Castlemaine Library. This was a great opportunity for the children to 

learn about the challenges facing developing countries. Thank you to the Friends of Castlemaine Library group for 

paying for the bus for this excursion. 

Here are some comments from the students: 

Matilda - I liked making the water filters and using different materials to get the water clean. 

Archie - I really enjoyed the hands on activities. I liked the fact that it was like the real world. We had limited 

money and some countries couldn’t read the instructions or afford the materials. 

Seren - I enjoyed learning about the different types of engineering. My favourite type was mechanical engineer. 

Arlen - I enjoyed that we were building things that would help with real world problems.  

Ed - I enjoyed the hands on activities especially when we had to make the water filters. Digby and I had the hardest 

country and we only had $20 to spend on materials. 

Rex - I really enjoyed the problem solving involved in making our boats float and making sure that they didn’t sink. 

 

 

 



Grade 5/6 CSC Science excursion: Tomorrow the Grade 5 and 6 students will be attending Castlemaine 

Secondary College to participate in a science session as part of the transition to secondary college program. This is 

a great opportunity for the children to familiarise themselves with the secondary college, get to know students from 

other schools in the area and meet some of the staff from the secondary college.  

Extra curricular catch up 

Grandparent’s and Special Friend’s Day: 



Mount Alexander Early Years Forum 

Local families and service providers are invited to attend the 
upcoming Mount Alexander Early Years Forum in August. 

With a focus on World Breastfeeding Week and the health 
and wellbeing of the child, guest speakers will include the         
Castlemaine and District Australian Breastfeeding Association 
and Louise Dorrat (a well-regarded Early Childhood             
Consultant). 

Local families with children under 8 years, early years’        
educators, service providers and organisations are invited to 
come along to learn about what is happening in the           
community, network and enjoy a meal. Children are very   
welcome (under parent/carer supervision). 
 

Date: Thursday 1st August  

Time: 5.30pm to 7.30pm  

Venue: Ray Bradfield Room (opposite IGA Castlemaine car-
park) 
 

Bookings essential. Register at http://bit.ly/MtAlexBoxOffice 

 (use the drop down box at the top to choose the date of the 
event, and the number of adults and children attending) 

For more information contact: Merran Fleming (Early Years 
Project Officer) on 5471 1700 or visit 
www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au 

 Sport 

State Cross Country:  Congratulations to Jack S who ran extremely well to place 19th in his age group at the 

state cross country championships in Bundoora last Thursday. A very impressive achievement Jack! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you  

 To Belinda Marshall and Debbie O’Byrne for volunteering their time to get the library books back on the 

shelves after the recent renovations.  

 

What’s happening in our community? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FMtAlexBoxOffice&data=02%7C01%7Cmaldon.ps%40edumail.VIC.GOV.AU%7Caf40372fc395465f304808d70a7719db%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C1%7C636989378972586585&sdata=xv231vNmz1HOG5n8Os
http://www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au

