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Principal’s chat
Hi everyone,
It’s that time of year again – Book Week Dress Up Day. This year the
theme is ‘Reading is my Super Power’. We will have our Book Week
Dress Up parade on Tuesday 20th August at 9am. Students can dress
up as any character out of any book. If other family members would like to
dress up and join in on our parade that would be great! The classes will also
participate in Book Week activities throughout the day.
We want your feedback! We have had 18 responses so far to our Parent
Opinion Survey, which equates to a 24% response rate. The
Department of Education is expecting a 40% response rate from the
families at our school. The survey is conducted online by ORIMA Research
Pty Ltd and only takes 10 minutes to complete. This survey gives us an
insight into how you view the school and what areas you believe could be
improved. If you need help completing the survey, please come in to the
office and we can help you. The survey closes on Sunday 11th August 2019.
Don’t forget our Athletics Carnival is coming up. It is on next Tuesday 13th
August 2019. For this to be a successful day, we need parent helpers
to assist with recording times and setting up events. If you haven’t already
done so please return your Athletics form indicating how you can help on
the day.
Lately, we have noticed a lot of students arriving late to school, often
by only 5 minutes. The first bell goes at 8:52am and the second bell goes at
8:55am. All classes begin their day at 8:55am. To ensure a smooth and
positive start to the day, children need to arrive at school by 8:52am. If your
child is late to school, to avoid them being marked absent for the entire day,
please make sure you sign the late arrivals register in the office.
You may have noticed that there are now ‘No Parking’ signs along the
playground fence line in Francis Street. The Mt Alexander Shire
Council has decided that this area needs to be a no parking zone for safety
and emergency services access reasons. Please ensure you are parking
along Hospital Street or High Street to avoid parking fines. Parents are also
asked to ensure that, for safety reasons, students use the pedestrian
crossovers when entering and leaving school rather than running through
the large drains on Hospital and High Street.
Our Market and Fair Day is rapidly approaching and we URGENTLY
need parents to help with the pre-organisation. Market Day typically
raises $10,000 for the school so it is a fundraiser which we need to keep
and a fundraiser which we need families to help out with. If you are able to
assist with advertising, food organisation or entertainment organisation
please contact the office. None of these roles are arduous and they can all
be done in your own time with lots of support from the office. If you don’t
want to take on a particular role but have time to devote to Market Day
organisation we would also love to hear from you.
Thanks
Alisa

THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.
Tuesday 6th August


Athletics coaching
sessions, all students



Free Optometry
screening, for students
who have returned
forms

Wednesday 7th August


Poem in your Pocket
Day



Preparation for Puberty,
Gr 5/6

Friday 9th August


STEM showcase
excursion, Gr 3/4



Fresh Fruit Friday



Friday Fundraiser



Assembly, 3pm
Gr 5/6 class presenting

UPCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday August 13th
Athletics Day
Wednesday August 14th
Finance Committee meeting,
9.10am
Tuesday August 20th
Book Week Dress Up day
Wednesday August 21st-Friday
August 23rd
5/6 Roses Gap camp
Wednesday August 28th
School Council, 6.30pm
Friday August 30th
Father’s Day breakfast
Thursday September 12th
Grade 1 Boomerang Ranch camp
experience day
Thursday September 12th-Friday
September 13th
Grade 2 Boomerang Ranch camp

Office information


The school phone is now operational again so families should be
able to call the office and get through. Please let us know if this is
not the case!



The office will be unattended on Thursday morning this week due
to training. Please leave non-urgent phone calls and visits to the
office until Friday if possible.

Reminders


Fresh Fruit Friday volunteer this week is Nick Kinross. If you
are able to fill the other position please let the office know.



Grade 5/6 camp payment is now OVERDUE. Please make any
outstanding payments immediately or contact the office if
alternative arrangements need to be made.



Grade 2 2nd camp instalment of $50 is now overdue. Please
make payment immediately.



Grades 3 and 4 camp 6th instalment of $40 is now overdue.
Please make payment immediately.



Grade 1 camp experience day final payment of $25 is due on
Friday 23rd August.

Young Leaders Friday FUNdraiser
Please leave orders with your classroom teacher.
Available each Friday are: Homemade Sausage rolls $2.50, Juice
Box $1.50 and Popcorn $1

What’s happening in the classroom?
Poem in your Pocket Day: This term all classes have been learning
about poetry in the literacy block. We have explored a range of poems
from rhyming poetry to free verse poetry. To celebrate this focus, we are
having a ‘Poem in your Pocket’ Day on Wednesday 7th August. Could all
children have a poem in their pocket ready to share with others on this
day? This could be a poem they have written or it may be just a poem
they really like. We will have some children read their poems
over the speaker system throughout the day.

Performing Art/Music: If any family has a Yamaha recorder
(or recorders) at home we would love it if you could send them
to school to be used in Music classes. The recorders were
included in the stationery packs a few years ago so we are
hoping that there will be some floating around out there! If you
are willing to donate them to the school that would be fantastic
but we are equally happy to return the recorders to you at the
end of the term. Please let us know your preferred option so
that we can return the recorders if required.

Positive behaviour awards:
At assembly on Friday the following students will be receiving awards:
Prep/1 – Liam for his amazing illustrations of minibeasts (be your best)
2/3 - Alex for confidently participating in classroom discussions (be your
best)
5/6 – Maggie for being brave and taking on new learning tasks with a
positive attitude (be brave)

Positive behaviour awards
L to R: Lelu, Daniel and Jazmin

STEM classes: This term all classes are involved in weekly Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) classes. Students have been busy thinking broadly and working collaboratively to create items
such as catapults, perfect pets and marble runs. It is wonderful to hear the discussions taking place between
students in the classroom.

Community Connections
5/6 Science Session at Castlemaine Secondary College:

What’s happening in our community?

