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Principal’s chat
Hi everyone,

THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.

It was great to see the support we had for our Father’s/Special Person’s
Afternoon Tea on Friday. The students were very proud and excited to set
up the rooms, prepare food and share their work with their special visitor.
More photos are included later in the newsletter.

Tuesday 3rd September


Parent teacher
interviews, 3.30pm4.30pm

Wednesday 4th September


Preparation for Puberty,
Gr 5/6



Parent teacher
interviews, 3.30pm4.30pm

Thursday 5th September

Last Wednesday we had our School Council meeting. In this meeting we
discussed the results from our 2019 Attitudes to School survey, which is
completed by all students from Grades 4 to 6. We had lots of positives to
share and I wanted to share them with the whole school community. In our
Annual Implementation Plan our focus is to improve Stimulated Learning,
Differentiated Learning Challenge and Student Voice and Agency and the
2019 results show significant improvement in all areas!

Stimulated Learning
Differentiated
Learning
Challenge
Student Voice and Agency

Overall Positive
2018
80%

Overall Positive
2019
97%

89%

99%

84%

95%

Some of the things we have implemented this year to account for these
results are listed below:




Student Representative Team - This is an elected group of grade 5
and 6 students who meet to discuss issues in the school and come
up with solutions, such as giving recommendations for the rewards of
the Gotcha Behaviour Cards. We have continued with our other
leadership teams including School Captains, House Captains, Tech
Team and Fundraising Team.
In the classrooms the teachers have started to use the 6+1 Writing
Traits as a teaching focus point, looking at developing ideas,
organisation, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, conventions and
presentation.



Wide Open Optometry
second visit



Parent teacher
interviews, 1.30pm4.30pm

Friday 6th September


Fresh Fruit Friday



Friday Fundraiser



Assembly 3pm, Gr 2/3
presenting

UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday September 11th
Finance meeting, 9.10am
Thursday September 12th
Grade 1 Boomerang Ranch camp
experience day
Thursday September 12th-Friday
September 13th
Grade 2 Boomerang Ranch camp
Monday September 16thWednesday September 18th
Grade 3 and 4 Coastal Forest
Lodge camp
Wednesday 18th September
School Council, 6.30pm
Friday 20th September
Last day term 3, 2.30pm dismissal



Students have more choice in the types of writing they are doing, as well as the topics they are writing about.
They are thinking about why they are writing the piece (purpose) and who they are writing it for (audience).
Student were very enthusiastic about their poetry pieces and enjoyed sharing them with others in the school.



In maths the teachers have worked on creating more open ended tasks, where students need to apply the
maths learning to real life situations, not just learn the process.



Rubrics and checklists – Students are seeing what is expected of them before they complete some tasks and
can then judge/assess where they are at and what they can do to improve their work standard.



Lunchtime activities – Students have volunteered to organise and run different tournaments for all students at
lunch times, such as netball and soccer tournaments.

The other piece of data which I would like to share with you is that we had 0% for Experience of Bullying.
This is fantastic! Our Positive Behaviour Support framework, including clarity of expectations and consistency of the
school rules, are a big part of this success.
Last week we hosted the Principal’s Network Meeting at Maldon Primary School and some of our grade 5 and 6
students volunteered to take the Principals on a tour of the school. Afterwards the Principals commented on how
confident the students were, how proud they were of our school and the passion they had for different areas of
learning. We are very lucky to have great role models in the upper grades who set a very positive tone in the school.
It won’t be long and we will be in fire season again. Our school is on the Bushfire At Risk Register (BARR), therefore
we need to inform you about Code Red Days and the fact that Maldon Primary School will be closed if a
Code Red day is declared. I have included our Bushfire Preparedness Policy later in the newsletter for you
to read. Over the coming months we will also undertake different emergency evacuation drills to ensure the students
and staff are prepared in the event of a bushfire or other emergency.
Thanks
Alisa

Reminders


Fresh Fruit Friday volunteers this week are Anita Mason and Peta Ballinger.



Camp forms (medical and consent) for the Boomerang Ranch camp (Grades 1 and 2) and Coastal
Forest Lodge camp (Grades 3 and 4) are now OVERDUE so they must be returned to the office
immediately. All payments must also be finalised immediately or students will be unable to attend
camp. Please contact the office if you have any questions regarding payment.

Young Leaders Friday FUNdraiser
Please leave orders with your classroom teacher.
Available each Friday are: Homemade Sausage rolls $2.50, Juice
Box $1.50 and Popcorn $1

Thursday, 5th Sept

Can you help?


Grade 5/6 are making mini golf courses and are seeking donations of scrap wood (small off cuts) and
cardboard glad wrap rolls to help with their designs. If you have anything that might be of use to the class
please leave your donations at the office.

What’s happening in the classroom?
Positive behaviour awards:
At assembly on Friday the following students will be receiving awards:
Prep/1: Elsa for excellent writing for her project (be your best)
2/3: Isla for taking charge and being a leader when working in the garden (be brave)
3/4: Levi F-C for overcoming his fear and speaking in front of the school assembly (be brave)
5/6: The whole class for showing all of our school values on camp, particularly “be brave” by facing challenges and
encouraging each other to be their best.

Hot Shots tennis coaching Grades 3-6:

Father’s/Special Persons afternoon:

Bushfire Preparedness Policy

Before and after school care

What’s happening in our community?

