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Principal’s chat
It was great to see the happy faces of the Grade 1 and 2 students after
they spent time at Boomerang Ranch Camp last week. Thank you to
Melissa and our parent helpers, Tom and Marton who stayed the night to
make this happen. Thanks also to Matt, Jess and Jeremy who volunteered
to help at camp during the day. This week the Grade 3/4 students are off to
Anglesea for three days. I am looking forward to sharing this
experience with them.
This term has been another busy one for all of us. The students have
experienced many opportunities throughout the term including:
Newshounds published in Castlemaine Mail (Grade 3-6)
Athletics sessions and Carnival (whole school)
Engineers without Borders excursion (Grade 5/6)
Castlemaine Secondary School transition (Grade 5/6)
Division Football and Athletics (selected students)
Hospital Visits (Grade Prep/1, 2/3, 5/6)
Quantum Showcase Day (Grade 3/4)
Preparation for Puberty (Grade 5/6)
Poem in your Pocket Day (whole school)
Book Week Dress Up Day and activities (whole school)
Father’s/Special Person’s Afternoon Tea (whole school)
Camps for Grades 1 and 2, 3 and 4 and 5/6
CSC Production excursion (Grade 5/6)
Hot Shots Tennis sessions and Competition Day (Grade 3-6)
Chess sessions (Grade 3/4)
Chess District Competition (selected students)
Breakdance session (whole school)
Thank you to all the parents/caregivers who have volunteered their time to
make these events successful. Without your help, they wouldn’t be
possible.
Last week I shared the Reading and Numeracy areas of NAPLAN. This
week I thought we would look at Writing, Spelling and Grammar and
Punctuation.
The results are reported on a scale from Band 1 to Band 10. Results for
Grade 3 are reported from Band 1 to Band 6, with Band 2 representing the
minimum standard for this year level. Results for Grade 5 are reported from
Band 3 to Band 8, with Band 4 representing the minimum standard for this
year level.
WRITING DATA
The first two graphs show our results using the bands. We did not have any
students in Grade 3 placed in the bottom two bands, therefore all students
in Grade 3 achieved higher than the minimum standard for their year level.
In Grade 5, we did have some students performing in the bottom two bands.
The majority of our students were performing in the middle bands of

THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.
Tuesday 17th September


Grade 3 and 4 Coastal
Forest Lodge camp

Wednesday 18th September


All library books due
back at school



Grade 3 and 4 Coastal
Forest Lodge camp



Mt Alexander Chess
Challenge (selected
students)



Grade 5/6 Hospital visit,
2pm



School Council, 6.30pm

Friday 20th September


Open classrooms, all
classes 9.10am-9.45am



Fresh Fruit Friday



Friday Fundraiser



Casual Clothes day,
gold coin donation in
support of ORPHUND



Free breakdance
session at lunchtime for
interested students



NO Assembly



Last day term 3, 2.30pm
dismissal

Monday 7th October


First day term 4

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday October 20th
Working bee, 9am-12pm
Saturday November 2nd
Market and Fair fundraiser
Saturday November 16th
Race the Train Fundraiser
Thursday November 28th
Shopping Spree fundraiser

achievement.

Birthdays
L to R: Hazel, Levi, Olivia and Eve

Positive behaviour awards
L to R: Blake, Stella and Essie
The graph below shows the amount of growth students have made
from when they sat the NAPLAN assessment in Grade 3 to sitting it
again in Grade 5. There is a fairly even spread across low, medium
and high growth. Ideally we would like to see more students making
medium to high growth over the two years.

The teaching staff have been reviewing the way we teach writing
and we have started using the 6+1 Writing Traits as the basis of our
teaching of writing this year. We have also focused more on the

Absent: CJ

Writer’s Notebook, where students are brainstorming ideas and writing about their topics of interest. Due to
NAPLAN being undertaken in May this year, these changes to the way we teach writing will not be reflected in this
year’s results.
SPELLING DATA
In Grade 3 our data is spread quite evenly across the bands of achievement. In Grade 5 most of our students are
achieving in the middle bands of achievement in NAPLAN.

The graph below shows the amount of growth children have made in Spelling from when they were in Grade 3 to
when they sat NAPLAN in Grade 5. Half of our students have made medium growth and half have made high
growth. No one has made low growth for this assessment.

As a school, we will continue to implement Jolly Phonics in the lower grades. We believe that this gives the students
a great start with all areas of literacy. With the higher grades, the teaching staff will continue to build on the learning
in the lower grades through a consistent approach to spelling across the classrooms.
GRAMMAR AND PUNCTUATION DATA
The two graphs below show that all Grade 3 and 5 students have performed in the middle and top bands of
achievement, with no one performing in the bottom two bands. This means that all students performed above
minimum standards.

The graph below shows that almost two thirds of our students have made high growth in the Grammar and
Punctuation assessment from Grade 3 to Grade 5. No one made low growth in this area.

The staff will continue to look closely at the NAPLAN data and will use this, along with other assessments and
observations, to inform future teaching and learning. If you need help interpreting the individual student reports sent
home last week to Grade 3 and Grade 5 parents, please feel free to contact the Office to organise a meeting.
We are beginning to plan our classes and staffing for 2020. If you know of any new families moving to
Maldon please let them know of our great school. If your child is not returning to Maldon Primary School in 2020,
please let us know this as well. I would also like to let the school community know that Jodie Mengler has informed
us that she will be continuing her family leave for the 2020 school year.
I hope you all enjoy some sunshine over the holidays. See you in Term 4.
Thanks
Alisa

Reminders


This week’s Fresh Fruit Friday volunteer is Sarah Painter. If any parent can assist Sarah please let the
Office know.



Don’t forget to sell your Market Day raffle tickets. More books are available from the office. The more
books sold, the more profit for the school!



This Friday is a Casual Clothes Day with gold coin donations going to ORPHUND, a charity which
raises funds to support the education of disadvantaged children in developing countries. Any additional
donations welcomed on the day.

Young Leaders Friday FUNdraiser
Please leave orders with your classroom teacher.
Available each Friday are: Homemade Sausage rolls $2.50, Juice
Box $1.50 and Popcorn $1



All school library books are due back on Wednesday, September 18th for end of term processing.

What’s happening in the classroom?
Open Classrooms, Friday 20th September, 9.10am-9.45am: All parents /carers are invited to come along
to classrooms to see the work students have produced this term.

Gr 2 Boomerang Ranch camp and Gr 1 camp experience day:

What’s happening in the community?

