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Principal’s chat

THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.

Hi everyone,
As we come to the end of the school year it is with great pride that I
look back at the many achievements of the children this year. They
have worked so hard and have continuously displayed our school values:
Be Kind, Be Brave, Be your Best! With these values at the heart of
everything we do and all the opportunities Maldon Primary offers to our
students, they have the chance to make the most of every aspect of school
life.
Last night we had the Grade 6 Graduation, which is always a lovely way to
send the grade 6 children off onto their next stage of schooling. As one of
the students said in their speech, leaving primary school is not the end, it is
the beginning of a new adventure. I am confident that these children are
capable of achieving whatever they put their mind to. With the Grade 6
children moving on to secondary school, we also have to say goodbye to
some of our families. We would like to wish the following families all the
best in the future- Bennetts, Cook, Fancellu, Hercott Atkinson and Zammit.
Thank you for supporting our staff and school, helping out when you were
able and celebrating your child’s achievements along the way.

I would also like to thank our School Council members for supporting the
school to provide the best possible educational outcomes for our students.
Thank you to Tom Robertson (School Council President), Jess Carr, Marton
Gross, Louise Layne, Anita Mason and Megan Walmsley. Thanks also to
our staff School Councillors, Debra Watson (Secretary), Danica Flett and
Melissa Usher.
Looking back over Term 4, the school has provided many extra
opportunities for the children including:
Market Day Class Stalls
MND Fundraiser (Grade 3-6 students)
Regional Athletics (selected students)

Wednesday 18th December


Water awareness, 1pm2pm



3/4 class party



5/6 Hospital visit, 2pm

Thursday 19th December


Water awareness, 1pm2pm



P/1 class party



2/3 class party



5/6 class party



Christmas Carol
Assembly 2.45pm3.15pm

Friday 20th December


NO Fresh Fruit Friday



NO Friday Fundraiser



Casual clothes day,
gold coin donation



Grade 6 graduation
movies shown to whole
school. Parents/friends
welcome, 12.40pm



Grade 6 farewell guard
of honour, 1.15pm



Last day term 4, 1.30pm
dismissal. No lunch
break today.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Thursday January 23rd
Stationery pack pick up and fee
payment day, 1- 6pm
Wednesday January 29th
First day for Grade 1- 6 students
Thursday January 30th
First day for Prep students

Clubs
Hospital Visits (selected classes)
Orienteering lessons (Grade 3-6 students)
Orienteering Championships (Grade 3-6 students)
RSL Writing Competition (Grade 5/6 class)
Flash Fiction Competition (Grade 5/6 class)
Interschool Kickball (Grade Prep-2 students)
Bike Education (Grade 3/4 students)
Walk to School Breakfast
Bunnings Garden Visit (Grade Prep/1 class)
Remembrance Day Ceremony
Interschool T20 Cricket (Grade 3/4 students)
Prep/1 Late Night Stay/Sleepover
Race the Train fundraiser
Newshounds Newspaper Competition (Grade 5/6 class)
Chess Club and Celebration Day
History Tour (Grade 2/3 class)
Learning Expos
Swimming lessons
Buddies sessions
Extra curricular music with Drew
I would like to congratulate the students who have achieved 97% or above attendance for the whole school year.
Well done to Patrick, Oliver M, Martha, Seth, Eva, Piper and Sophia. Attendance of 97% and above means students
have had 6 or less absent days for the year.
Don’t forget on Thursday we have our last Assembly for the year at 2:45pm. On Friday at 12.45pm we will be
watching the Grade 6 Graduation movies followed by the Guard of Honour at 1:15pm. Everyone is welcome
to attend these events.
Don’t forget to put Thursday 23rd January 2020 in your diary for Stationery Pack pick up/fee payment from
1pm-6pm.
Thank you again for working in partnerships with us at Maldon Primary School. I would like to wish
everyone a safe and happy Christmas and New Year. I look forward to working with you all again in 2020. See you
on the first day back on Wednesday 29th January (Preps begin on Thursday 30th January).
Thanks,
Alisa

Reminders


There will be NO FRESH FRUIT and NO FRIDAY FUNDRAISER this week.



Friday is a Casual Clothes Day to raise money for MND. Students are invited to wear casual clothes
and bring a gold coin to donate to the cause.



School will be dismissed at 1.30pm on Friday.



Don’t forget that the school has after hours care available for students. In 2020 both before and after
school care will be available. Please contact Castlemaine Child Care on 5472 3665 to enquire or make a
booking.



We have three bags (@$20) remaining from our Tea towel and bag fundraiser so if you missed out on
placing an order it may not be too late! The bags can be purchased at the office with first in first served
applying!



Please return any outstanding library books to the school immediately for end of year processing.
Overdue notices will be sent home for any outstanding books.

Office information
2020 Stationery packs and fee payment: Stationery pack pick up day for 2020 is on Thursday 23rd January,
2020 from 1pm - 6pm. Stationery packs must be paid for on pick up. Families can pay for the stationery pack and

school fees on the day using cash, cheque or Eftpos (the school is borrowing an Eftpos facility from the Maldon and
District Community Bank for 23rd January only). Alternatively families can use Bpay or direct deposit prior to the day
to pay for resources. Please contact the office if you need to obtain your family Bpay details.

2020 Voluntary contributions: Maldon Primary School encourages parents to make Voluntary Financial
Contributions towards the replacement of technology and the improvement of its grounds. These contributions are
used to supplement the funds received by the department to run our school. Please contribute on 23rd January (or
at any time throughout the year) if you are able.

Can you help?
Home needed for school chickens: Commencing the beginning of the 2020 school year we can no longer
keep the chickens at school. We are looking for a family/families who would like to adopt our three chickens
permanently. If you are willing to adopt one or more chickens please let Debra know immediately.

Community Connections
Maldon and District Community Bank and the Fairy Garden: Last week Nick Layne and his willing group
of helpers put some finishing touches to the fairy garden and installed a cameo seat purchased with money provided
by the Maldon and District Community Bank. In 2018 the bank donated $500 to the school to be spent on a student
led initiative and the fairy garden was the perfect choice! A big thank you to both the bank and Nick for helping to
turn the fairy garden from a dream into a reality! If you haven’t had a chance to check out the new garden make sure
you take a walk up to the back of the yard near the pool to see what the students have created.

Maldon Hospital visits:

Southern Cross Lodge Maldon and Freemason’s Foundation of Victoria scholarships: In honour of
outstanding performance in our school values of Be Kind, Be Brave, Be Your Best, Maldon Primary School, in
conjunction with the Southern Cross Lodge and the Freemason's Foundation of Victoria, last week proudly
presented three scholarships to recognise and acknowledge specific children at Maldon Primary School.
Izaak was awarded a $300 scholarship for his eagerness to help others, undertaking the House Captain role with
great enthusiasm and his determination to be the best he can be. Congratulations!
Dulcie was awarded a $300 scholarship for the kindness she displays at school, especially to her buddy, her ‘No
Straw’ campaign and her determination to make the world a better place. Well done!
Liam W was awarded a $400 scholarship for being a kind and caring buddy, showing determination to be the best
he can be and always taking on a challenge with enthusiasm. Congratulations Liam!
The scholarship winners and their families were presented with these awards at the Southern Cross Lodge
Christmas function last Thursday night. Everyone enjoyed a lovely meal and were entertained by Dazzling Dan, the
Magic Man. These students should be very proud of themselves. On behalf of the school, thank you to the
Southern Cross Lodge in Maldon and the Freemason’s Foundation of Victoria for giving our students this
opportunity.

Fresh Fruit Friday and Maldon IGA: In 2007 the Victorian State Government announced its free fruit Friday
initiative whereby all children from Prep to Year 2 were to be provided with free fruit. The initiative was government
funded until 2011 and Maldon Primary extended the program to include all students in Grades Prep to 6. When the
funding finished our local Maldon IGA generously started donating the fruit each Friday and have continued to do
so for the past eight years. That means that this year’s Grade 6 graduates have eaten fruit each Friday courtesy of
our local IGA! As a school we say thank you to Jay and his team from Maldon IGA for funding this over the years–
when you are next in IGA make a point of saying thank you as the program is very much appreciated by our
students!

What’s happening in our Community?

