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March 2nd, 2020

Principal’s chat

THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.

Hi everyone,
The world we live in is full of technology, which brings both positives
and negatives. There are so many ways we can access the internet, games
and social media, through TV, iPads, computers and phones, that it can
make it difficult to find a balance of online and offline activities for our
children. The right amount of screen time can depend on a range of factors
like your child’s age and maturity, the kind of content they are
consuming, their learning needs and your family routine.
It can be easy to focus only on the clock, but the quality and nature of what
they are doing online, and your involvement, are just as important.
Consider your child’s screen use in the context of their overall health and
wellbeing. For example, is online time getting in the way of their sleep and
exercise? Is it impacting on their face-to-face connections with family and
friends? The answers to these questions will guide you and help strike the
right balance of online and offline activities for your child.
Signs that your child’s online activity may be having a negative impact
on them or on your family include:











less interest in social activities like meeting friends or playing sport
not doing so well at school
tiredness, sleep disturbance, headaches, eye strain
changes in eating patterns
reduced personal hygiene
obsession with particular websites or games
extreme anger when being asked to take a break from online activity
appearing anxious or irritable when away from the computer
becoming withdrawn from friends and family

I have included an article from the eSafety Commissioner website in today’s
newsletter, which gives some tips to help with managing screen time. You
can access the website here https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/
time-online
At school in the past teachers have used ‘YouTube’ to show
educational video clips via their teacher computers. From now on
teachers will be using ‘ClickView’ instead of ‘YouTube’. ‘ClickView’
hosts a wide range of classroom friendly content for teaching and learning
and ensures age appropriate content. ‘YouTube’ is blocked at school for
student netbooks due to its unfiltered content which is not school
appropriate. Each month I will include some information in the newsletter
on keeping happy, healthy and safe on technology.
We are now in March and Easter is getting closer. We are hoping to join
with the Maldon Kindergarten again this year to create a combined
float for the Maldon Easter Parade. If you are interested in helping out
with our Easter Parade entry we would love to hear from you- please
contact the office if you are able to help.
Don’t forget Friday is a Curriculum Day which means no students are
required at school. Staff will be working on developing planning
documents for writing and reading.
Thanks,
Alisa

Wednesday 4th March


5/6 Parliament video
conference

Friday 6th March


Curriculum (student
free) day



Division swimming
(selected students)

Monday 9th March


Labour Day Holiday

Friday 13th March


Fresh Fruit Friday



Friday Fundraiser



Assembly, 3pm



Finance subcommittee
meeting, 2.30pm

Monday 16th March


Harmony Day
celebrations

UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday 18th March
School Council AGM and ordinary
meeting, 6.30pm
Tuesday 24th March
Family orienteering session at
Maldon Primary, 3pm-5pm
Friday 27th March
Last day term 1, 2.30pm dismissal
Monday 13th April
Maldon Easter Parade
Tuesday 14th April
Curriculum (student free day) #3
Wednesday 15th April
First day term 2

Office information
Notes/forms to be returned:


Grade 5/6 GRIP Leadership conference permission on
uEducateUs and payment due by Friday 13th March.

Help needed




The annual Maldon Easter Parade will be held on Monday
13th April from 10am. We require a parent to coordinate the
school’s entry in the Maldon Easter Parade. If you can take on
this role please let the office know.

Birthdays

We will be holding a Bunnings BBQ fundraiser on Saturday
9th May from 9am to 4pm at the Bunnings store in Kangaroo
Flat. We require a parent to coordinate this fundraiser which
typically raises over $1000. If you can take on this role please let
the office know.

Reminders


Next week’s Fresh Fruit Friday volunteers are Sarah Painter and
Anita Mason. All families who volunteered to help with Fresh
Fruit Friday have been sent the roster both electronically and in
paper form. If you are unable to do your rostered duty please
arrange a swap amongst yourselves. If this is not possible please
let the office know so that alternative arrangements can be made.
Thanks!

L to R: Jack, Rilen and Eva

Young Leaders Friday FUNdraiser
Please leave orders with your classroom teacher.
Available each Friday are: Homemade Sausage rolls $2.50, Juice
Box $1.50 and Popcorn $1

Positive behaviour awards

Friday 13th March
L to R: Piper, Rilen, Esther and Wilbur

What’s happening in the classroom?
Positive behaviour awards:
At assembly on Friday the following students will be receiving awards:
P/1: Lelu for always greeting people with a smile (be kind)
1/2: Koebi for dedicating himself to improving his reading skills during
class (be your best)
3/4: Bailey for independently creating an excellent introduction during
persuasive writing (be your best)
5/6: Levi M for making a great start in all areas (be your best)

Fairy garden: Last Wednesday grades 1 and 2 continued developing our new Fairy Garden. Bunnings Bendigo
very generously donated some more plants for the garden. Michelle Parry from Bunnings helped the students and
Nick Layne plant the new plants. The fairy garden is looking amazing so make sure you wander up and take a look!

Grade Prep to 2 inquiry: Prep to 2 students are currently doing an inquiry unit focusing on community.

Amy Atkinson from the Neighbourhood Centre has spoken to them about what services are important in our
community and Ray Stevenson took the students on a walk around Maldon last week showing them spaces such as
the Bill Woodfull oval, the gardens and the Neighbourhood Centre. The students also popped into the Tarrengower
Times office so make sure you take a look at the front page of last week’s edition! The students are now working on
mini projects about what is important to them in our community.

What’s happening in our Community?

