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March 16th, 2020

Principal’s chat
THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.

Hi everyone,
I would like to thank you all for keeping as calm as possible as the
concern over COVID-19 has continued to grow. Our number one
priority is the health of our staff, students and school community. We are
acting on advice from the Department of Education, Department of
Health and Human Services and the Victorian Chief Health Officer. The
latest update is that all excursions and camps are to be cancelled at
the moment and any events within the school which exceed a total of
500 people (including community members) are to be rearranged to
reduce numbers. The GRIP conference for the grade 5/6 students and
AFL 9s/Netball sporting events for Grades 3-6 have now been cancelled.
Due to our small numbers, we will continue to hold our assemblies at this
stage. A reminder that if your child is unwell, please keep them at home. In
order to stop the spread of illness all teachers are ensuring students wash
their hands before eating and are also promoting other preventative
measures such as coughing into your elbow, putting dirty tissues into the
bin, not touching your face etc. You will notice that there are some posters
up around the school as well to remind us all of appropriate hygiene
measures. Anyone arriving in Australia as of midnight last night (15 th
March), is required to self-isolate for 14 days. Anyone in self-isolation is
prohibited from visiting or collecting children from school. If this applies to
your family, please make alternative arrangements to collect your child/
children from school.

Tuesday 17th March


Castlemaine Secondary
College transition visit
Grade 5/6

Wednesday 18th March


Special assembly-DTM
students presenting,
8.55am



Orienteering session
with Frederic, all grades



School Council AGM
and ordinary meeting,
6.30pm

Friday 20th March


Fresh Fruit Friday



Friday Fundraiser



First aid sessions, all
students



NO Assembly

Currently there have been no government school closures. In the
event of a school closure, staff will be guided by the Department of
Education about the best way of continuing the teaching and learning
for all our students. I have attached today’s statement from the Victorian
Chief Health Officer, Dr Brett Sutton in regards to school closures. I will
continue to keep you updated via uEducateUs if the situation changes.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Unfortunately the Maldon Easter Parade has been cancelled, therefore
we will not be making/creating our float for this year. I would like to thank
the group of parents, led by Alicia Mitchell and Taylor Roy, who volunteered
to co-ordinate and drive this event. It had fantastic potential!

Tuesday 24th March
Family orienteering session at
Maldon Primary, 3.15pm-5pm

On Wednesday we have Frederic (the French Orienteer) running
orienteering sessions for all classes. Please be aware that Frederic
resides in France, however he arrived in Australia in November last year
and has not been back to France since. Knowing this information, Frederic
is safe to run these sessions for us on Wednesday, as well as the Family
Orienteering on Tuesday 24th March.
This year Maldon Primary School is part of a pilot program called
‘Respect the Badge’ which is an initiative by Blue Light Victoria and
the Victoria Police. The aim of the program is to acknowledge and
promote positive values and behaviour for our young people. Each
month one of our students will be selected to receive this award for
exhibiting a respectful and inclusive attitude within the classroom and in the

Friday 27th March
Last day term 1, 2.30pm dismissal
Tuesday 14th April
Curriculum (student free) Day #3
Wednesday 15th April
First day term 2

playground, being trustworthy, displaying civic responsibilities at school and having positive attendance at school.
The selected student will be presented with a medal and certificate by a local police member in uniform at Assembly
each month.
This week the teachers will be sending out student work samples with assessments attached to them. These
will be accessible through the uEducateUs program. Please look out for the notification. Our aim is to give
you a progress report on how your child is performing in different areas, such as in Maths, Reading and Writing, as
well as values. We would love feedback on what you think of these progress reports.
Thanks,
Alisa

Office information
Visitors register: A reminder to all parents that they must sign in and
out of the school, using the visitors register at the office, when helping
out in the classrooms e.g. for reading or doing fruit duty. All visitors are
now also required to wear a visitor badge. This enables students and
staff to identify people who have permission to be on the school grounds.

Help needed


We will be holding a Bunnings BBQ fundraiser on Saturday
9th May from 9am to 4pm at the Bunnings store in Kangaroo
Flat. We require a parent to coordinate this fundraiser which
typically raises over $1000. If you can take on this role please let
the office know.

Birthdays

Reminders


This week’s Fresh Fruit Friday volunteers are Fiona Van Kampen
and Emma Veenhuizen.

Young Leaders Friday FUNdraiser
Please leave orders with your classroom teacher.
Available each Friday are: Homemade Sausage rolls $2.50, Juice
Box $1.50 and Popcorn $1

L to R: Conrad and Meghan

Community Connections
EcoTech Electrical and Solar sponsorship: At assembly last
week Jack from EcoTech Electrical and Solar presented our school
captains, Dulcie and Ed, with some sponsorship money to assist with
the cost of the 5/6 class attending the GRIP leadership conference.
EcoTech sponsor Grade 6 leadership programs at a number of local
schools and love showing students what leadership, dedication and hard
work can achieve. Thank you Jack and Pat from EcoTech for helping our
students to become future leaders!

Positive behaviour awards

L to R: Lelu, Bailey, Levi and Koebi

Maldon Newsagent Easter Colouring Competition: Maldon
Newsagency, in conjunction with Newspower, are holding an Easter
Colouring Competition. Entry forms are coming home with students
tonight and can either be returned to the office by Friday 27th March or
Maldon Newsagency by Thursday 9th April.

What’s happening in the classroom?
Positive behaviour awards:
At assembly on Wednesday the following students will be receiving awards:
P/1: Nicholas for working hard on learning all sounds and names of letters (be your best)
1/2: Blake for trying his best and working hard during all areas of his learning (be your best)
3/4: James for contributing to class discussions with excellent answers (be your best)
5/6: Ruby for starting work with a positive attitude (be your best)

Sport
Division swimming: As a result of swimming trials held earlier in the year, three grade 5 students qualified for

entry into the Goldfields Division Swimming held in Bendigo on Friday March 6 th. Abi represented Maldon Primary
School in 50m backstroke and breast stroke, Essie 50m freestyle and Tom 50m freestyle and breast stroke.
Congratulations to Abi, Essie and Tom for qualifying for the event. They all swam beautifully and were wonderful
ambassadors for our school. Abi won her backstroke race by a large margin however the event was split across two
races and she came 4th overall for the division. Tom and Essie also put up a challenge with Essie coming 4 th in her
race whilst Tom achieved a 2nd place overall in breast stroke and 3rd in freestyle.
Thank you to all the children who attended the Swimming Trials that were organised at the Maldon Pool earlier in the
term. Also thank you to the school staff for organising the trials for the children, especially Alisa and Deb. We hope
to see a growing attendance each year. It shows courage to try new things and we congratulate you all for “having a
go”. We would love to have a team of 4 or more children attend each year so that we’re also able to enter the relay
team events. So keep practising and we hope to see a few more Maldon Primary School students at Division
Swimming next year.
Bec Hamilton

Division tennis: Last Tuesday Tom attended the Goldfields

Division Individual Tennis event held at Fosterville Tennis Complex
in Bendigo. Most children had progressed through their local District
event so competition was strong. There were a total of 5 boys in
Tom’s Division so Tom played 4 sets (comprising best to 6), one set
against each of the other boys. Children competing in this event
needed to understand the rules of game play and score their own
matches. The boys all showed terrific sportsmanship and there
were some fantastic rallies. It was a great experience for Tom who
loves to play tennis. “I loved playing for my school. It was really
fun.” Tom hopes to compete again next year and feels that with
another year of training under his belt, he might be able to progress
to Regions.
Bec Hamilton

Extra curricular catch up

What’s happening in our Community?

Orienteering for the family
Bendigo Orienteers are offering families an
opportunity to come and try orienteering. We
are running the next couple of events in your
local area, which you are welcome to come
along to and try for free.
Saturday 28 March Mt Alexander
For further information on exact start location
and time, refer to http://bendigoorienteers.com.au/wordpress/eventor/
events/ or contact Jacqui Knee on 0400 054
690.

