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Principal’s chat
Hi everyone,
Welcome back to school for a very different Term 2. It seems that everyone is getting the hang of remote
learning and it is wonderful to see work or photos of work being uploaded onto uEducateUs or Google Classroom.
We are all learning new things every day and, at school, we are constantly talking and sharing our planning and
procedures to make sure our communication to you is clear, so that you are able to guide and support your child/
children in their learning without feeling overwhelmed or anxious. As we all navigate this new way of teaching and
learning it is important to remember that things won’t always go to plan, some days will be better than others and
some days will be total disasters. All of these scenarios are normal, we are only human, we will not always get it right
and often we will not even get close! The most important thing is to maintain a happy and healthy household as
learning is much harder if we are feeling anxious, upset or unsettled.
This week we have continued with our paper packs and/or online packs through uEducateUs (Grades Prep- 4
students) or Google Classroom (Grade 5/6 students). uEducateUs has had some updates over the last few
days and we are hoping that these changes will enable the system to cope with remote learning from now on. At the
moment student logins are disabled however parents can still use their own accounts to access work, upload photos
etc. Watch out on the home page of uEducateUs for messages regarding when student logins are up and running
again. If you do not have your child’s log in details for uEducateUs, please contact me through a conversation on the
system.
Paper packs for the upcoming weeks will be available at the back of the school, on the trestle tables, every
Friday after 3:15pm.
If you have any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to contact your child’s classroom teacher. If you are
unable to access uEducateUs, please send work to your child’s teacher through their email, so that they know your
child is still completing work. The teachers are all working normal school hours and can be contacted between
8:45am and 4:15pm through email, a conversation on uEducateUs or a phone call to the office. They will get back to
you in a timely manner. If you contact staff after these hours, it may be the next day before they respond to you.
Here are staff email addresses should you need to contact them:
Melissa Usher - usher.melissa.N1@edumail.vic.gov.au
Robert Mitchell - mitchell.robert.g@edumail.vic.gov.au
Michael Herlihy - herlihy.michael.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
Danica Flett - flett.danica.d@edumail.vic.gov.au
Desiree Osborne - osborne.desiree.m@edumail.vic.gov.au
Kirby Kneebone - kneebone.kirby.k@edumail.vic.gov.au
Jaimee Rice - rice.jaimee.a@edumail.vic.gov .au
Attendance is marked each day by communication between teachers and parents/students (emails, phone
calls, video conferencing) or by the daily work being submitted. If no contact has been made between the
teacher and parent/students by 2.30pm your child will be marked as absent. It is therefore vital that even if
your child is working on paper packs at home you make contact with the teacher before 2.30pm. If your child
is unwell and unable to complete the set work for the day, please call the office or put an absent note on
uEducateUs.
If you can work from home, your child/children MUST learn from home. If you cannot work from home and other
arrangements cannot be made, please complete the on-site application form (sent out over the holidays via
uEducateUs) by Thursday 3pm for the following week. You will be notified of the outcome by Friday 5pm. Remember
on-site schooling is the last resort.

By clicking on the link below you and your children will be able to access websites they need for their
learning at home. There are lots of websites all in one place for you to access, such as Study Ladder, Story
Box Library and Epic. This will continue to grow as we get more familiar with remote learning.
https://sites.google.com/education.vic.gov.au/maldon-primary-school/home
As you were collecting your paper packs over the weekend you may have noticed that some maintenance has taken
place over the holidays. We now have yellow sections of paint on poles, stairs etc. to ensure these
obstacles are visible to all students. Our open spoon drains out the back have also been closed in with concrete and
grates. It is so much easier walking around the back area without the trip hazards! We are also in the process of
revamping the toilet block, with new toilets installed over the holidays and a new interior paint job to come, and
installing blinds in all rooms. The school will be looking like new when we eventually return to onsite learning!
Thanks,
Alisa
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