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Principal’s chat
Hi everyone,
I hope you had a nice weekend in the sunshine. We have had an interesting term so far and I would like to thank the
staff, students and parents/carers for being so flexible and supportive during these uncertain times. Even
though there have been difficult times, it is obvious that we are all in this together and trying to get the best out of the
situation.
We had 50 responses to the Learning from Home Feedback Survey sent out earlier this month. Some of the
findings were:















80% of respondents used both paper packs and online learning.
76% of respondents believed there was just the right amount of work supplied.
10% of respondents were allocating less than 2 hours to learning time, 78% were allocating between 2 and 4
hours to learning time and 12% were spending over 4 hours on learning time.
The amount of support given by parents/carers was very spread out: 24% of respondents helped their child all
the time, 32% helped their child most of the time, 36% helped their child on and off and 8% noted their child
worked independently.
68% of respondents felt the work set for their child was just right, 26% felt that the work was too hard.
22% of respondents have enjoyed the learning from home experience, 34% have found it okay and 42% of
respondents have found the experience difficult, but able to get through.
Video Conferencing has been a very positive experience for students, however internet issues were evident.
Parents/Carers noted that this was a great way for children to engage and connect with peers and their
teacher, as well as motivating students to continue learning.
Communication between home and school has been a very positive experience for everyone. Parents/carers
appreciated the phone calls, emails, video conferences and feedback on student work.
Extra supports suggested in the survey were: giving internet access to some families; providing extension
ideas on tasks; giving more feedback on student work; providing more video conferences for the older grades;
allowing students to access to school onsite; allowing students to have access to reading materials.
Respondents noted the benefit of online reading material options and commented that remote learning has
been a chance to get to know their child as a learner.
Specialist classes have been an easy, fun and relaxing activity for some families, however other families have
found it difficult to complete these as well as everything else in the day.

As you can see, everyone’s learning from home experience has been different and unique to their family. The
suggestions for extra support will be discussed in general with staff, so that some of these things can be improved
over the next few weeks while the grade 3-6 students continue to learn from home. Please remember that you, as the
parent/carer, are the encourager and the support person to your child and their learning. The teacher is still there to
set the tasks and offer guidance and support, so please encourage your child to contact their teacher with questions
or comments about tasks being set. You have done a fantastic job over the last five weeks of remote learning and we
just have to keep going for a little bit longer. Carol Dweck (2006) a psychologist whose work is about motivation,
success and mindset says “If parents want to give their children a gift, the best thing they can do is to teach their
children to love challenges, be intrigued by mistakes, enjoy effort and keep on learning”.
Please note Monday 25th May is a Pupil Free Day to support all school staff to prepare for the transition back
to face to face teaching.
On Tuesday 26th May, we will welcome back the students in Grade Prep-2. For health and safety reasons,
there are some new guidelines in place until further notice:


Access to the school site is restricted for anyone other than immediate school staff and students. Parents must

enter the school grounds only when essential. If you do have to be onsite, you must minimise your time and
display physical distancing. If you are unsure about entering school grounds, please phone the office to
discuss.


When dropping off/collecting children at the start/end of the school day do not gather in groups and socialise.
Please ensure your child/ren know what gate to go to if they are getting picked up.
- If your child’s surname begins with A-M your drop off/collection point is at the front main gate
- If your child’s surname begins with N-Z your drop off/collection point is at the school crossing gate
- If your child normally gets collected at the side gate near the playground or the pool gate, this can continue
- If your child normally walks home, they need to go their usual, safest way home









If your child is unwell, they need to stay at home. If they become unwell at school, parents/carers will be
phoned to collect them immediately.
Additional cleaning will occur throughout the school day to ensure high touch areas are regularly cleaned.
Hand sanitiser is available in every classroom and hand hygiene will be a priority.
The school playground will be re-opened and regularly cleaned.
Sports equipment can be used with strict hand hygiene before and after use.
School drinking taps are out of bounds, therefore all students will need to bring a water bottle each
day.
School uniform is expected to be worn when students are attending school as of next week (including Grade 3
-6 students who are attending approved onsite learning).

The school bus will be running as usual from Tuesday 26th May and the school crossing will also be
manned.
Any Prep to 2 students who borrowed computers for remote learning are asked to return their computer,
charging cord and case to the school on Tuesday 26th May.
While we have been learning from home, our Japanese teacher Jaimee has begun her maternity leave. Jaimee
started at Maldon Primary School in 2017, introducing our school to learning the Japanese language. I would like to
thank Jaimee for giving the students an opportunity to learn Japanese, strengthening our connection to Japan and
giving additional relevance to our Japanese cultural days. Unfortunately the children have not been able to wish
Jaimee well, but we will keep families updated on her news. Jaimee is due to have her baby at the end of June.
I would also like to inform you that Robert Mitchell will be continuing in his teaching role until the end of the year.
Robert has been teaching in the Grade 1/2 classroom for the last two terms and has done a wonderful job at keeping
the children learning, supported and connected throughout these challenging times.
Thanks,
Alisa

What’s happening in the (remote learning) classroom?
Art (self portrait):

Maths (time):

Inquiry (how living things grow and change over time):

Japanese:

