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Principal’s chat
Hi everyone,
Last week the Prep students celebrated 100 days of schooling. It has indeed been a ‘one of a kind’ year for the
preps, but they have adjusted very well to all the changes. Well done to the preps – we hope you enjoyed your
special treats from Melissa! Thank you to Melissa and the prep parents/carers for the support and working together to
ensure the different transitions have been smooth.

James enjoying the cake Melissa delivered to
him to celebrate 100 days of schooling!

We are back into remote and flexible learning for the second time. Thank you all for being so supportive of
our staff and school. We know it has been a tough year for everyone in different ways, but if we continue to stick
together throughout this time, we will get some positives out of it. The transition seems to have been a smooth one,
however please let us know if you are experiencing difficulties with understanding the work, accessing video
conferences or Google Classroom, having internet or computer issues etc. It was great to hear that a lot of students
have been uploading work to Google Classroom and attending video conferences to see their teacher and peers.
The Department of Education released time frames for how much work should be set for students during
remote and flexible learning. This is the same times as last remote and flexible learning.
The set amounts of work time each day are:
Grade Prep-2 students
- Literacy activities - 45-60 minutes
- Maths activities - 30-45 minutes
- Additional activities, including Physical Education, Inquiry, Art, Music - 30-45 minutes
Grade 3-6 students
- Literacy activities - 45-60 minutes
- Maths activities - 30-45 minutes
- Physical Activities - 30 minutes
- Additional activities, including Art, Music, Inquiry - 90 minutes

Please remember we do not want students to be working all day (9am-3:15pm). Remote and flexible learning
is different to the classroom, students will get through work quicker, as there are not the discussions, partner
activities and interruptions that we have in a normal classroom. One on one learning is also exhausting for everyone!
Try to set a routine and keep work time calm and enjoyable. If things aren't working, take a break and return to the
activity later. During this unsettled time, we want families to connect and have time to do the things they don't
normally get to do, like bush walks, cooking, playing games together etc. We want the children to remember
these positive things, not how stressed everyone was!
Onsite supervision is offered to parents/carers for part days or full days for those who cannot work from
home. Onsite supervision is the last resort if other arrangements cannot be made. If parents/carers are at
home (working or not) children MUST stay at home. Onsite supervision is also offered to vulnerable students
and students with a disability. The onsite learning is exactly the same as the remote and flexible learning. The staff
are on a rotating supervision roster and students independently work through the set class work as they would do if
they were at home. Applications for onsite attendance need to be submitted to me by Thursday 3pm for the following
week. This assists us with timetabling staff to be on site.
Paper packs for each week’s learning will be available after 3:15pm on Fridays at the back of the school on
the trestle tables. They will stay there all weekend for whenever you are out and about and can collect them. If you
are happy to work from the information on Google Classroom, you do not need to collect a pack, but if it helps your
family, feel free to come and get one.
A reminder that during remote learning attendance is marked each day by communication between teachers
and parents/students (emails, phone calls, video conferencing) or by the daily work being submitted. If no
contact has been made between the teacher and parent/students by 2.30pm your child will be marked as
absent. It is therefore vital that even if your child is working on paper packs at home you make contact with
the teacher before 2.30pm. If your child is unwell and unable to complete the set work for the day, please
call the office or put an absent note on uEducateUs.
I will continue to keep you updated with any changes that occur.
Stay safe and well,
Alisa

What’s been happening in the classroom (prior to remote
learning)?
Grade 5/6 Smelly Science incursion: Our grade 5/6 class recently took participated in a Smelly Science
program compiled by Ecolinc. Ecolinc has adapted their programs so that students access the learning via a
videoconference and conduct the experiments using a kit that has arrived in the mail. The Grade 5/6 students
experienced the Smelly Science program as part of their chemistry unit of work. Students used their nose to
measure pre-prepared scents, ranked scents from strongest to weakest, determined if heating had any effect on
their strength and used language to describe unfamiliar smells in terms of familiar smells. Whilst it is not quite the
same as taking a day away from school for an excursion students learnt just as much and had lots of fun in the
process!

Fundraising news
Fundraising has been a challenge for the school this year, with most of our events cancelled. Thank you to Jess Carr
for organising the recent Pie Drive linked with the Maldon Historic Bakery. This was a very successful fundraiser
raising $1,262.42 Thank you also to the Maldon Historic Bakery for making the pies and donating 30% of the money
collected to the school. The pies and other goodies were delicious!

Thank you
Thank you to Nick and Angus Layne for pruning and tidying our front garden over the weekend. Thanks also to Debra
and Eric Watson for moving some of the mulch to different areas in the yard. Due to COVID-19 and the Department
of Education guidelines, we are unable to have a working bee at this current time.

Community

