Newsletter no 10
April 30th, 2021

Principal’s Chat
Last weekend it was great to see students and families attend the ANZAC
Day service. Even though there was a misunderstanding with the
wreath, the school captains showed great flexibility and resilience. They
moved on and paid their respects by placing rosemary on the cenotaph.
Thank you to the parents/carers who brought their children along to
represent our school and participate in the service.

THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.
Monday 3rd May


Assembly, 3pm

Wednesday 5th May


Division Cross Country,
selected students



C.S.C. Open morning

Friday 7th May


Friday fundraiser

UPCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday 11th May
Finance sub committee meeting,
2.30pm
Wednesday 19th May
School Council, 6.30pm
I would like to welcome Kate Hammond to the school community. Kate is
the new Grade 2/3 teacher and has previously worked at Great Western
Primary School. Kate comes with nine years of teaching experience and is
settling into our school well. Please introduce yourself when you see Kate
around the school.
Today is “Hoodie Up” Day. Since 2019 i ndiv idu al s, bu si nes ses an d
schools across Victoria have shown their support for people with
autism by putting their Hoodie Up for autism. Some people with autism
experience sensory sensitivities and can become overloaded by stimuli in
their environment, so wearing their hoodie up means they can block out
bright lights and busy environments which helps calm them. Over the next
few school days, all classes will discuss autism, looking at similarities and
differences between all of us and understanding that everyone sees the
world differently. It would be great if you could have some discussions at
home around this topic too.
Our School Wide Positive Behaviour Support framework supports all
students and their needs. We ensure students feel safe and supported by
making sure we create a safe environment for all students with rules,
routines and expectations clearly stated. We acknowledge positive
behaviour in many ways such as giving a student the thumbs up, saying
“Well done” or similar words or simply just checking in with a student. Our
‘Gotcha’ cards are another way that all staff (and students) can
acknowledge the positive behaviours we expect to see. Every student has a
‘Gotcha’ card to fill with 10 stickers. Full cards earn students various

Sunday 23rd May
Working Bee 9am-12pm
Wednesday 26th May
Open morning for prospective
families, 9.15am-11.00pm
Monday 7th June
Curriculum Day (no students required
at school)
Monday 14th June
Queen’s birthday public holiday
Thursday 17th June
School photos
Friday 25th June
Special Persons Day
August 11th-13th
Grade 5 and 6 camp
September 13th-15th
Grade 3 and 4 camp
October 21st-22nd
Grade 1 and 2 camp

rewards such as a special badge or keyring created by older students.
We look at behaviour the same way as we look at other learning
areas at school. If children are having trouble with maths, they get
extra support to improve in this area. Our approach to behaviour is the
same. If someone is having trouble understanding the expectations at our
school, we will work with them and give them extra support and strategies
to help them become socially successful. We know, as in any learning
area, everyone learns at different rates, so some students need more
time to learn appropriate behaviours. We teach the strategies and the
behaviour we want to see, bring students closer to us in the classroom to
help them, and acknowledge improved behaviours. If a student is having
problems in the yard, staff will guide the student on what they can say or
do and then help them restore their relationships and join back into their
group of friends. It is all about teaching children the skills they need to be
able to regulate their emotions and ‘get along’ with others.
As part of the School Wide Positive Behaviour Support framework staff
have discussed and determined minor and major behaviours. If there are
major behaviours, parents will be contacted and consequences will be put
in place. The impact on others will be discussed with the child, to build
empathy, and consequences will be aligned to the major behaviour. Some
examples of consequences are writing a letter to the person who was hurt
by the behaviour or undertaking community service if school property was
damaged. There will be teaching about changing the behaviour next time
and rebuilding the relationships impacted by the child’s behaviour.
Due to circumstances beyond our control our wellbeing officer Jo is
currently unable to attend our school. We will let you know when this
changes.
Thanks
Alisa

Reminders


Grades 3 and 4 Coastal Forest Lodge and Grades 5 and 6 camp
forms and deposits are now overdue. Please pay your deposit
immediately. If payment is an issue please contact Debra in the
office.



Year 6-7 placement forms are due at the office by Friday 14th May.

Young Leaders Friday FUNdraiser
Please leave orders with your classroom teacher.
Available each Friday are: Sausage rolls $2.50 and Juice Box
$1.50

What’s happening in the classroom?
Weekly awards: At assembly on Monday the following students will be
receiving awards:
P/1: Isobelle for always helping others in the classroom (be kind)
2/3: Primrose for being a leader in the classroom and giving her best
effort to writing tasks.
4/5: Chloe for participating in sport despite having an injury (be brave)
6: Joel for giving all tasks his best effort (be your best)
Principal awards: Koebi for helping cheer up other students in the
playground; Liam and Oliver M for being brave and standing up for what
is right.

Values awards
L to R: Frances, Eva, Dean, Olivia and
Archie

Birthdays
Karen

Community Connections

Rilen proudly receiving his Respect
the Badge award from Maldon’s
Acting policeman, Matt Lewis

Can you help?


We have an old non-functioning upright freezer which needs to be taken to the Eaglehawk recycling centre. If
you have a ute or trailer and could assist with this please let Debra know.



Do you have a property available for rent in Maldon? We have a family urgently looking for a rental property. If
you are able to help please call Genna on 0401 970 222.

Road Safety message from the School Crossing Team
Welcome back to another school term. Whilst the weather is starting to turn colder, we are still seeing lots of people
out and about walking and on bikes. So here are just a few safety tips to keep in mind:






When riding a bike on the road, you must follow the same road rules as other vehicles. This means you must
stop at the School Crossing when the Supervisor is on the crossing with the stop sign displayed.
When walking on roads where there are no footpaths, it is best to walk on the side of the road with the traffic
coming towards you. This may seem strange, but it is the safer way as it means you can see the traffic
coming without having to continually check behind you.
Always use the School Crossing when the flags are displayed.
Always check the parking signs around schools and ensure you are parked legally.

Extra curricular catch up

What’s happening in our Community?

