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THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.

Principal’s Chat

Friday 11th February
Hi everyone,

•

NO Friday fundraiser

Welcome back to our school families and a warm welcome to our new
families. We have six preps this year: Bill, Caleb, Clementine, Emily,
Fletcher and Wyn. It was so nice to be able to have parents come in to the
class and settle them in on the first day. Hopefully this year we will be able
to have some social events where people can socialise and catch up. Our
Welcome Picnic is usually planned for Week 3 but, given the Covid-19
situation, we have decided to hold this off and make it more of an end
of term celebration.
I would like to welcome the following new and returning school staff:
Grade Prep/1 classroom teacher - Melissa Usher
Grade 2/3 classroom teacher - Michael Herlihy
Grade 3/4 classroom teacher - Jesse Berry-Smith
Grade 5/6 classroom teacher - Callum Arrowsmith
Visual Arts and Performing Arts specialist teacher and Learning Tutor
- Kirby Kneebone (every day except Wednesdays)
Japanese specialist teacher - Tomomi Mori (Tuesdays)
Business Manager - Debra Watson
Integration Aides/Classroom Support - Debbie O’Byrne, Belinda
Marshall and Bridie Rodwell
The year has started off smoothly with the students being very settled and
happy to be back at school. Last week, the teachers and students
participated in the Start Up program, where building relationships is
priority and expectations and routines are set to ensure learning can
happen in a happy and safe environment. Prior to the beginning of the
school year, past and present teachers met to discuss individual students
and to share any information and strategies to ensure the students have the
best start to the year.
We know that learning is most effective when there is a positive,
supportive partnership between parents/carers and the school. Where
a positive partnership exists, parents/carers and teachers will feel
comfortable to discuss concerns, share strategies and problem solve
together. Parent/Teacher Interviews or “Meet and Greet” meetings will
be held early in March. The purpose of these interviews is to discuss how
your child has settled in, share your child’s interests and strengths and
share any concerns you have or any support you might need. I will send out
further information closer to the date.
The school has two main priorities this year:
•

Learning - supporting and extending students particularly in

UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday 16th February
School Council, 6.30pm
(via Webex)

mathematics
•
Wellbeing - supporting student’s wellbeing and mental health

Unfortunately we are still navigating the Covid-19 space and I would like to thank staff, students and parents/
carers for their support with the current Rapid Antigen Testing recommendation. This testing is in place to help with
early detection and to stop the spread of Covid-19.
If we have a positive case who has attended school while infectious, an announcement will be sent out to the school
community to inform you to watch for covid symptoms in your child (an announcement was sent out today for this
reason). All students (other than the positive case and their household contacts) can continue attending school
unless they have symptoms and/or test positive on the Rapid Antigen Test. For families/students required to isolate
the isolation period is 7 days.
We have many Covid-19 safe behaviours in place at school to keep everyone as safe as possible, these include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

good hand hygiene (sanitising and washing our hands)
sociall distancing
wearing masks indoors (as well as outside, if unable to socially distance)
limiting physical contact, such as hand shakes
staying at home if unwell and testing for Covid-19
Rapid Antigen Testing for staff and students twice per week

At the moment parents, carers and other adult visitors who enter school buildings must have had 2 doses of
COVID-19 vaccine or have a valid medical exception with the following limited exceptions:
• when attending to administer medical treatment to their own child when the treatment cannot be administered by
the school
• when attending to collect their child who is unwell and cannot leave the school building unaccompanied by their
parent/carer
• when attending for a momentary period that does not involve any sustained contact with staff or students, for
example, to collect a completed art project or similar.
From 15 March 2022, parents, carers and other adult visitors who enter school buildings must have had
their third dose of COVID-19 vaccine or have a valid medical exception. Parents, carers and other adult visitors
not performing work need to show evidence of vaccination when entering a school building. This would include
activities such as tours and kindergarten transition. Parents, carers and other adult visitors attending school sites for
drop-off and pick-up who do not enter school buildings do not need to comply with vaccination requirements.
Keep safe,
Alisa

Office Information
2022 Contributions: Thank you to the families who have made Curriculum and Other contributions for 2022. Your

financial support is invaluable and helps us to ensure your students are offered every educational opportunity
possible as well as ensuring that we can maintain and revitalise the school buildings and yard. These contributions
are used to supplement the funds received by the department to run our school. Contributions can be made at any
time throughout the year and the amount of the contribution is up to individual families. If you haven’t yet made any
contributions but would like to do so please feel free to make payment at your convenience. Payment can be made
by cash, cheque, direct deposit or Bpay. Please contact the office to obtain your Bpay details or the school bank
account details if you do not have them.

Notes/forms to be returned: Student Enrolment Information forms were recently distributed to all families.

These forms need to be checked, altered if needed, signed and returned to the office by Monday 14th February. If
your child has any outstanding permission forms they will be sent home tonight and need to be completed
and returned by Monday as well.

uEducateUs: All parents/carers are asked to check uEducateUs, our electronic communication system, on

a regular basis for permission slips, newsletters, parent teacher interview bookings and other
communication. Please ask Debra in the office if you need assistance in setting up or using uEducateUs. If you
have lost or forgotten your login details please contact the office.
Each week on TUESDAY the newsletter will be published electronically, on both uEducateUs and the school
website www.maldonps.vic.edu.au. The newsletter is our major form of home/school communication and it is
vital that all families read it weekly. If internet access is a problem please contact the office and a paper copy of
the newsletter can be sent home.

Camps, Sport and Excursions fund: The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) helps to ensure that no

student misses out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities. Families
who hold a valid means tested concession card are eligible to apply. A special consideration category is also
available.
A payment of $125 for eligible primary school students will be paid directly to the school to be used towards camps,
sports and excursions costs for the benefit of students. Please note that this payment cannot be used for school
contributions, uniform etc. Applications for the CSEF were sent home in the information packs at the end of 2021 and
are also available at the office. All applications are due back at school by Monday 14th February.
In 2022 you will not need to resubmit an application form if you were a CSEF recipient at Maldon in 2021your information will just be rolled over. You will need to submit a new form if:
•
Your child has just started at Maldon Primary School OR started at Maldon Primary School in 2021 but
did not apply for CSEF at Maldon.
•
There has been a change in family circumstances such as a change of custody, change of name or
CRN or if new siblings are commencing at the school.
Please see Debra in the office if you have any questions regarding CSEF.

Bus Travellers: If your child will be taking the school bus in 2022 and you haven’t yet submitted a PTV permission

form please contact the office to obtain a form to fill out. This form must be filled out by both existing travellers
and any new travellers in 2022. The permission form must be returned to the office by Monday February 14th so
that we can compile an accurate 2022 bus roll. More information regarding the school bus route, and student
eligibility to use it, is available from the office.

Conveyance Allowance: The Conveyance Allowance is a form of financial assistance for parents/carers to

transport children to and from school in rural and regional Victoria. To be eligible for Conveyance Allowance a
student must attend their closest government school and must reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route
from that school/campus or their nearest school bus stop. If you believe you are eligible for the allowance please
complete a Student Conveyance Allowance application which is available at the office. This form must be filled out
by both existing conveyance recipients and new families who are eligible. You must submit your application
form to the school by Friday, February 18th.

Working with Children Cards: If you have a Working with Children check and plan to be involved in activities at

the school please present at the office so that a copy of your Working with Children card can be taken for our WWC
register. If you have previously provided a copy of your card and no details have changed there is no need to
present it again. Any parent/carer wanting to assist with excursions, camps, in the classroom etc. MUST have a
Working with Children Check. Information on how to apply for a WWC is available from the office.

Centrapay: Maldon Primary School is registered for Centrepay. If your family receives a Centrelink payment you

may want to consider setting up a regular deduction from your payment which will be transferred electronically to the
school. These funds will remain unallocated against your family’s account until we receive your instruction on how to
spend them. This is an excellent way for families to budget for upcoming expenses such as excursions, camps and
uniforms. Please see Debra at the office if you would like a Centrepay form to set up a deduction.

BPay: A reminder to all families that we accept payments by BPay. You may want to consider using BPay to make

regular payments or a lump sum payment onto your school account to cover upcoming expenses such as camps,
excursions and uniforms. Funds which are paid in advance will remain unallocated against your family’s account until
we receive your instruction on how to spend them. Please see Debra at the office if you would like to use BPay but
do not have your BPay details.

Reminders
•

Don’t forget that the school has before and after hours care available for students. In 2022 both before
and after school care is available. Please contact Analeigh on 0431 745 097 to enquire or make a booking.

•

A Message from your School Crossing Supervisor

Welcome back to a new school year. Here a just a few reminders about how and when to use the school
crossing –
ALWAYS cross at the crossing when the flags are displayed
ALWAYS stand behind the white line and wait for the Supervisor to blow 2 whistle
blasts before crossing
DO NOT ride bikes, scooters or skateboards across the crossing
ALWAYS be alert and listen to what your Crossing Supervisor says
ALWAYS park your car legally

BEFORE you cross – STOP, LOOK, LISTEN and THINK

What’s happening in the classroom?

First Day of Prep 2022
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Extra curricular catch up

What’s happening in our Community?

