Newsletter no 7
March 22nd, 2022

Principal’s Chat
THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.

Hi everyone,
Last week we had our Parent Teacher Interviews. It was great to see the
House Captains and Yard Monitors showing their leadership skills when
running sporting activities and games for all the students. The teachers
found the interviews to be very worthwhile and appreciated being able
to catch up with majority of parents/carers face to face. If your child is
funded under the Students for Disability program, the classroom teacher will
be in touch soon to organise a Student Support Group (SSG) meeting.
Remember you can always check in with teachers via a phone call or
email if you need to.
We also had our AGM and ordinary School Council meeting last week.
We trialled a hybrid model where we had a mix of face to face and online
attendees. Thanks to all members for making the time to attend in whatever
capacity you could. At the Annual General Meeting, I presented the 2021
Annual Report. We have a lot of things to celebrate about our school
in 2021 despite the unsettled times of Covid-19 and remote learning.
The highlights would be the great collaboration between staff, the tutoring
program and the grade 4 to 6 students rating all elements of the “Attitudes
to School Survey” very highly. We scored above similar schools and the
state average in all sections. The Annual Report will be published on the
school website after the 30th April and can also be accessed from the office
on request.

Wednesday 23rd March
•

Harmony Day and No
Bullying Day– students
are to wear school
uniform and add
something orange e.g.
orange t-shirt, orange
scrunchie etc.

Friday 25th March
•

Assembly, 3pm

•

Friday fundraiser

In our ordinary School Council meeting, we discussed the Child Safe
Standards and shared our Child Safety Code of Conduct, Child Safety
Policy and Child Safe Risk Assessment. These are all available on the
school website if you would like to access them. In Term 3, our school will
be undertaking our four yearly school review. As part of the review, we
need to find out the thoughts of students, staff and parents/school
community about how our school is going, what things we are doing
well and what areas we need to improve on. At our May 18th meeting
School Council will assist with a Parent/Carer Forum to help us gain
UPCOMING EVENTS
this information so please keep the date free! The review panel will
explore how the school has performed over the last four years and set goals
Monday 4th April
and targets for the next four years. Thank you in advance for being part of Hoodie Up day to raise awareness of
this process. During School Council, I also shared the ‘Louise Layne
autism
Inspiration Award’, to be funded and administered by Louise’s parents
Friday 8th April
Keith and Rosalie for the next 20 to 30 years. Louise was very
Last day term 1, 2.30pm dismissal
passionate about our school and would have loved to have taught here for
many years to come. Louise and her father shared with me the idea of
Monday 18th April
an award each year that inspires students or staff to be the best they
Maldon
Easter Parade, 9.45am
can be, to explore and learn new things. This will be a yearly award and
HELP NEEDED
some possible ideas they discussed were: to fund a student to undertake
music or sports lessons for a year or to attend a special camp; to bring a
Wednesday 18th May
specific program to the school for selected students; to top up funding if we
Parent/carer forum for review
have low numbers for our annual camps; to allow a staff member to visit
information gathering, 6.30pm
another school or attend professional learning to learn something new. We

are very honoured to have been given this opportunity for our staff and
students. The award helps all of us remember the kind, caring and
dedicated person Louise was and ensures her memory lives on in our
school for many years to come. School Council will collect ideas for
recipients of this award and will pass on this information to the
trustees of this fund. If you have any ideas, please share them with
School Council members Tom Robertson, Coby Cox, Linda Wilson,
Brenda Misso, Catherine Jones or Glen Ballinger or the office. I
would like to thank Louise’s parents, Keith and Rosalie, for funding
this very generous award.
The annual Maldon Easter Parade is coming up on Easter Monday
(18th April). It is really important that the school has a presence in
this parade and that our students have a chance to participate in and
connect with the wider Maldon community. The theme this year is
‘Easter in the Garden’. Of course our entry doesn’t happen by magic and
we desperately need some parent volunteers to co-ordinate and
decorate the float which will be a tandem trailer, generously loaned
by the Roy family. We also require a parent/carer who is willing to
tow the trailer during the parade. Please let us know if you can help
by phoning the office or sending a uEducateUs message. We have
less than two weeks left of school to get our plans in action so we need to
get moving now!

DATES FOR 2022
School Council meetings
•
•
•
•
•
•

May 18th
June 15th
August 17th
September 21st
October 19th
November 16th
School Photos
23rd June
Camps
Grade 1 and 2
TBA
Grade 3 and 4
September 7th-9th

Keep safe,
Alisa

Grade 5 and 6
June 1st-3rd

Reminders
Working Bees
May 22nd and October 23rd
Fundraising Events
September 11th
Maldon Market fundraiser
October 29th
Market and Fair fundraiser
Wed 23rd March

•

November 24th
Shopping Spree fundraiser

Grade 3-6 Cross Country permission is due by Thursday 24th
March. The permission form can be found on uEducateUs.

Social /Community events
Monday 18th April
Easter Parade

Young Leaders Friday FUNdraiser

Friday 24th June
Special Persons Day

Please leave orders with your classroom teacher.
Available each Friday are: Sausage rolls $2.50 and Juice Box
$1.50

Curriculum days
•

Don’t forget that the school has before and after hours care
available for students. In 2022 both before and after school care is
available. Please contact Analeigh on 0431 745 097 to enquire or
make a booking.

•

Tuesday 14th June

•

Friday 16th September

What’s happening in the classroom?
Weekly awards: At our assembly on Friday the following students
will be receiving awards:
P/1: Daisy for making great improvements in all aspects of writing
(be your best)
2/3: Lelu for being a kind, caring and compassionate classmate (be
kind)
3/4: Edie for always looking after others in the classroom (be kind)

Classroom Values awards
L to R: Liam, Wilbur, Martha, Florence
(Japanese award) and Frances

5/6: Chloe for making a fantastic start on her persuasive writing (be
your best)
Japanese award: Olivia for striving for her personal best in
Japanese (be your best)

Performing Arts award: Bill for the enthusiasm he brings to every
lesson and for doing a performance in front of the class even when
he felt nervous! (be brave)
Art award: Moirah for the thorough way she planned her self portrait
which enabled her to produce an amazing finished product (be your
best)

Birthdays

Amity

Fractions with playdough - In Maths we
have been investigating fractions using
playdough. Students have been exploring
the concept that fractions must be in
equal parts.
Here are Elsa and Sunday with their
creation.

Maths – Length and Measurement – We
have also been exploring length and
measurement. Students have been finding
the length of everyday objects within the
classroom. Here is Karen with some of her
findings (left) and an action shot of Olly
measuring his object (right).

Special visit from Stephen Gardener – In
Inquiry we are looking at ‘Leaders’. We had a
special visit from our local council member
who talked to 2/3M and 3/4J about what he
does in his job. Everyone was very engaged
and asked lots of amazing questions about
what it means to be a leader.

Extra curricular catch up

What’s happening in our Community?
Thanks to Cavalier Homes Bendigo, AFL Central Victoria will be hosting a FREE Play On football program at Marist
College on Friday April 1st and Saturday April 2nd. Full details and registration links are below:
Girls – Friday April 1st 4:30pm – 6:00pm at Marist College - Register | PlayHQ
Boys – Saturday April 2nd 9:00am – 11:00am at Marist College - Register | PlayHQ
Follow these links and indicate ‘Marist College Footy 4 Fun’ for your program.
The program offers the opportunity for those transitioning from Auskick to have a go at what the Under 9’s, 10’s
(mixed) or Under 12 Girls will look like next season.
Ages: Boys 7-10, Girls 7-12.
The session will start with a rotation of activities, before moving into small-sided matches. The matches will follow
modified rules with smaller fields, to let all participants experience the next step in the pathway in a comfortable,
safe environment. No previous football experience is required!
Coaches and umpires will be supplied by AFL Victoria. Information on junior football will be provided at the end of
the session, along with some giveaways.
If you find your child isn’t quite ready for junior footy following this session, they are more than welcome to
continue in Auskick if they’re aged 5-12.

