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Principal’s Chat
Hi everyone,
We are in the last week of term 3 – I can’t believe how quickly the year is
going.
Thank you to the parents/carers who volunteered their time to help out at
the Maldon Market BBQ and entry gates. An extra big shout out to the
students who also came along and worked on the raffle stall or helped
their parents while they worked. The day was a success with the school
raising a total of $1,862.16. Thank you also to families who donated
goods for the raffle. The two hampers looked fantastic and were both won
by Maldon locals. A final thank you to Debra for co-ordinating the roster
and organising the event.

THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.
Wednesday 14th September
•

School Council, 6.30pm

Thursday 15th September

•

Assembly, 3pm

•

Last day term 4, 3.15pm
dismissal

Friday 16th September
•

Curriculum Day, no
students required at
school

Monday 3rd October
•

Everyone has a role to play in keeping children safe. One way our
school works on this is through our Resilience, Rights and
Respectful Relationships (RRRR) program. Every week throughout the
entire year all classes hold RRRR sessions with different topics covered
each term. This term, the focus has been on Stress Management and
Help Seeking. Children have been learning about what stress is and how
to manage it, knowing when to get help with problems and practising how
to ask for help from others. Last week was National Child Protection
Week, which fitted in perfectly with our RRRR topic of Help Seeking. All
classes participated in a range of activities to teach children about safe
behaviours including discussing that private body parts are private, who to
talk to if they need help and naming people who are in their various
“bubbles” i.e. kiss and cuddle bubble, hug bubble, high five or shake
hands bubble and no touch bubble. Please talk to your children about the
work they did last week. Next term the classes will be focusing on Gender
and Identity as well as Positive Gender Relations. The Gender and
Identity topic is all about exploring their identity and who they are.
Students will also look at challenging gender stereotypes and learning to
value and show respect for diversity and difference to ensure we have
respectful gender relations. In the second half of the term, we will move
onto Positive Gender Relations which will focus on what respectful,
gender inclusive behaviours look like in action, as well as what gender
based violence is and the impact this has on people. If you would like to
learn more about what is covered in these sessions, please talk to your
child’s teacher, as the content differs depending on the age group.

First day term 4

UPCOMING EVENTS
8th October
Working Bee to install turf
20th to 21st October
Grade 1 and 2 camp
22nd November
Special Person’s afternoon, 2pm3.15pm
9th December
Student free day
(Professional Practice Day for staff)
12th December
Grade 6 Graduation

Children are safest when they are listened to, respected and believed. All adults can play a part by ‘tuning in’ to
children in everyday situations about small worries, then they are much more likely to feel comfortable telling us if
something big is wrong.
Ways to talk with children about safety:

•
•
•
•
•

Be open to talking about all kinds of feelings including anger, joy, frustration, fear and anxiety. This helps
children to develop a ‘feelings vocabulary’.
Support children to identify trusted adults (both within the family and outside) they can talk to if they are worried,
upset, or don’t feel safe. Make sure these adults know they are on your child’s list.
Remind children that they can talk to you or a trusted adult about anything, no matter how big or small their
worry might be.
Talk to children about how they know when they feel safe or unsafe. Help them to listen to their early warning
signs (how their body feels), and to trust their feelings and instincts.
Use everyday activities as opportunities for conversations (e.g. preparing meals and snacks, going for walks,
playing, shopping). If children are used to having lots of communication, it can make it easier to talk when big or
tricky issues come up.

Last week the Grade 3/4 students went on camp to Pioneer Settlement in Swan Hill. Even though the weather
wasn’t ideal, the children enjoyed stepping back in time and going on a paddle steamer, dressing up in olden day
clothes, watching a light show on the river and learning various crafts such as blacksmithing and butter making.
Camps are always really valuable for the children, but they are exhausting for the adults! Thank you to the staff,
Michael, Jesse and Belinda, as well as the parent helpers, Kara and Jason, for ensuring the camp was lots of fun for
everyone involved.
You may have heard that the Covid-19 isolation requirements have changed. If a student or staff member
tests positive to COVID-19, they must isolate at home for a minimum of 5 days (inclusive of weekends). If
they are symptom-free at the end of the fifth[ day of isolation, they may leave isolation on day 6. As an
additional risk mitigation, staff and students who leave isolation after 5 days are strongly recommended to undertake
rapid antigen testing in the days following their isolation and test negative before attending school. It is also
recommended that they wear a mask in indoor settings and outdoors where they cannot physically distance. If you
need more Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) please contact the office and we can send some home.
Don’t forget the last day of term is Thursday this week (15 th September) and we finish at 3:15pm. Friday is a
Curriculum Day for teachers. Also please don’t forget to complete the Parent/Carer/Guardian Opinion
Survey by Friday 16th September.
Take care and have a great holiday,
Alisa

Reminders
Grade 1 and 2 Boomerang Ranch camp: A reminder to families that a $50 deposit for the camp is due by
Thursday 15th September.

Thank you
To Kylie Trott from Maldon Inc. for organising two raffles and collection tins to raise money for our school during the
Wattle Day celebrations on the 3rd and 4th of September. Over $600 was raised towards upgrading our netbook
fleet. A big thank you to the many local businesses who generously donated raffle prizes or hosted collection tins
over the weekend-we really appreciate your support!

Fundraising news
Mango fundraiser: Following on from the success of our previous two Mango fundraisers we have decided to do
it all again this year! Coming home with students tonight are the Mango fundraiser order forms. At $28 a tray for
between 14 and 23 mangoes the trays are awesome value for money. Order forms and payment are due at the
office by Wednesday 19th October.

Something which may interest our families…
Maldon Primary School is turning 150 - do you want to celebrate?
In 2023 Maldon Primary School will be celebrating 150 years of public education which certainly deserves to be
celebrated. The question is how to celebrate and how big to make the celebration!
Students and staff at the school are planning a small internal celebration but does the school and wider Maldon
community want something bigger? Are ex-students and other community members keen for a back to style
celebration, a commemorative booklet, an open day or something else? If a bigger celebration is desired or
expected we need people with passion and the time to organise and drive it as staff are busy educating the current
generation of students. If you are interested in organising a celebration or being part of a working group to do so
please contact the school at maldon.ps@education.vic.gov.au or call the office on 03 5475 1484. The decision is
now in the hands of the Maldon community!

Sport
Well done to Elsa, Evi, Martha and Oliver M who represented our school at the Goldfields Division Athletics event in
Bendigo yesterday. These students qualified to attend the event at our recent school athletics carnival.

Extra curricular catch up

Grade 3 and 4 Pioneer settlement camp 2022

What’s happening in the community?

