
THIS WEEK AT M.P.S. 

Wednesday 19th December 

• Casual clothes day 

• Grade 6 graduation  

 movies, 12pm in the  

 Grade 5/6 room. School  

 community welcome to  

 attend. 
 

Friday 19th January, 2024 

• Twilight Market and    

Lantern parade from 

6.30pm 

Wednesday 24th January, 

2024 

• Stationery pack pick up 

day/contributions         

payment day, 10am-6pm 
 

Tuesday 30th January, 2024 

• First day term 1 

 

Principal’s Chat 

Hi everyone,  

Last night we celebrated our grade 6s completing their primary school 

education. The graduation ceremony is always a very special event with 

children sharing their experiences and memories of their time at the school. 

The staff went out for dinner with the students then students returned to 

school and welcomed two guests each to view their graduation movies and 

hear their graduation speeches. All students did an amazing job and 

deserve to feel very proud. Thank you to Melissa for organising the night, 

as well as Danica and Kirby for helping with the preparations. On behalf of 

the school staff and community I would like to wish the grade 6 

students all the best for next year at secondary school and into the 

future. We hope that Maldon Primary School has been one special 

chapter in their life with many more exciting things to come! Goodbye 

and good luck to Alice, Auzzie, Bailey, Chayse, Chloe, CJ, Evi, Grace, 

Isla, Mali, Moirah, Olivia, Seth, Theo, Yoshi, Wilbur and Zavier. We are 

also saying farewell to eight families as their youngest child finishes 

primary school: the Carr family, the Egleton family, the Drew family, 

the McEachran family, the Smith family, the Taylor family, the Turner 

family and the Wings family.   

 

Our swimming program was very successful this year and it was great 

to celebrate with a Swimming Carnival on the last day. The students 

showed great kindness and bravery and continued to give their very best in 

all races. Thank you to the house captains and other student leaders for 

helping to cheer on their houses and for jumping in the pool to assist the 

younger students be successful in their races. I was very proud to see 

how supportive the older students were to the younger students. The 

winning house will be announced tomorrow just before the Grade 6 

guard of honour. Well done to everyone for their great participation and 

positive attitude towards the carnival. 

The Southern Cross Lodge Maldon has once again donated two 

Citizenship Awards to the school to award to two grade 5 students 

who always display our school values, are connected with the 

community and are genuinely great citizens. These scholarships were 

first awarded in 2020 and are named after two special men from the Maldon 

Southern Cross Masonic Lodge, Les Sheehan and Ernie Bell.  

I would like to congratulate both Elsa and Karen who have been 
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DATES FOR 2024 

Curriculum days 

Monday 26th February 
Friday 7th June 
Friday 19th July 

Monday 4th November 
 

School photos  

Wednesday 22nd May 
 

Camps 

 5/6 Urban camp, May 29th-31st  
 

3/4 Swan Hill camp, Sept 11th-13th 
 

Grade 1/2 TBA 
 

Fundraising Events 

Comedy night fundraiser, March 23rd 

Maldon Market, May 12th 

Shopping Spree, November 28th 
 

Class expos 

Tues 26th March, 2.30-3.15pm 

Thursday 27th June, 9-9.45am 

Thursday 19th Sept, 2.30-3.15pm 

Term 4 TBA 
 

Sport Carnivals 

Athletics, Friday 16th August 

Swimming TBA 



awarded these scholarships for 2024. Both of these students are great role models for their peers and younger 

students. They are always there to help others, they are kind and accept people for who they are and try their best 

at all times. Elsa and Karen and their families enjoyed a special awards ceremony followed by a dinner at the 

Masonic Lodge last Thursday night. Les and Ernie’s widows, Jean and Lois, were present to award the girls with 

their scholarships. This was a very memorable occasion for both Elsa and Karen who were praised by many people 

on the night. I would like to thank the Southern Cross Lodge and Freemasons Victoria for once again sponsoring 

these scholarships and acknowledging the great citizens we have at our school.  

 

Last week Melissa and I were asked to present our school’s maths improvement journey to the DET North 

Western Region’s School Improvement Team in Melbourne. We shared the work we have undertaken with the 

students around maths mindsets, including self belief, being curious and open to try new things, as well as valuing 

the thinking behind the maths work, not just the correct answer. After interviewing the staff and students for the 

presentation it showed how much of an impact our new model has had on everyone. We look forward to sharing 

our maths work with parents/carers next year. 

Yesterday the Semester 2 reports were made available for viewing on uEducateUs. When reporting to parents/

carers, teachers use all the evidence and knowledge they have gained over the semester to place every 

child at a level of the Victorian Curriculum. These scores are shown in the student report like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What the dots and shading mean: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The teachers have dedicated a lot of time and effort to ensure these reports are individualised and accurately reflect 

on how each child has progressed over the semester. When reading through these reports, it is clear that our 

teachers know the children very well and ensure that they are reporting on the academic, social and emotional 

aspects of your child’s learning. I would like to thank the teachers for their continued commitment to teaching and 

learning and knowing each and every student so well. It would be great if parents/carers share the report with their 



 

Classroom Values awards, Art and  

Performing Arts award 
 

Back row L to R: Isla, Moirah, Laylah 

Front row L to R: Evie, Hayden, Darcy and Scarlett 

 

Birthdays 

Back row L to R:  Evi, Liam, Edie, Leon and Elsa 

Front row: Scarlett 
 

 

 

Principal Awards 

L to R:  Darcy, Nicholas, Frances, Emily and Addi 

 

 

 

 

child, discussing their strengths and what they have 

achieved, along with any areas of improvement. This 

year we included more Work Habits to give 

parents/carers extra information on how their child 

works within the classroom. This came from 

feedback from our parent forum earlier in the year. 

Next year we will be releasing more regular reporting to 

ensure parents/carers get an accurate picture of where 

their child is at throughout the school year.  

I would like to congratulate Nicholas, Elsa, Sam, 

Abbey, Alex, Darien, Henry, Bill, Leon, Chayse, 

Maci, Zavier, Logan and Dean on their 95% 

attendance this year. A big congratulations to 

Emily, Karen and Edie who missed less than 2 days 

of school for the whole year. An amazing effort 

girls! 

As the year draws to a close I would like to thank 

our School Council members for supporting the 

school to provide the best possible educational 

outcomes for our students. Thank you to Coby Cox 

(School Council President), Linda Wilson, Brenda 

Misso, Emma Karst, Glen Ballinger and Catherine 

Jones. Thanks also to our staff school councillors 

Callum Arrowsmith, Melissa Usher and Debra Watson. 

Thank you again to all families for your support 

throughout this year. I am very proud of the calm 

and supportive environment we have at the school, 

and I would like to thank the staff, students and the 

parents/carers for consistently showing our school 

values and creating such a great place to teach and 

learn. I look forward to working with staff, students 

and parents/carers again in 2024 to ensure the 

students at our school thrive.  

I hope you all have a lovely Christmas and get to 

spend some quality time with family and friends over 

the break. 

Take care 

       Alisa 

 

Fundraising 

With the introduction of the Victoria wide Container 

Deposit Scheme (CDS) our school has the opportunity 

to raise funds to spend on new equipment and 

facilities. We would love it if families could get on board 

and collect drink bottles, cans and UHT cartons 

marked with the 10c logo (usually located near the bar 

code) rather than putting them in the recycling bin. 

Take your collection to SP Machinery and Hardware in 

Maldon and ask for the funds to go towards Maldon 

Primary School.  Funds will then be deposited directly 

into the school bank account. Can’t get much easier 

than that in terms of fundraising! 

 



What’s happening in the classroom? 

Grade 5/6 business expos: Well done to Melissa and the grade 5/6 students on their first, very 

successful, business expo. The students raised over $1000 with their business endeavours, with the money going 

towards either charities of their choice or new equipment for the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Connections 

Maldon Twilight Festival Night Market and Lantern Parade, Friday 19th January, 2024: A reminder to 

families that the Maldon Night Market and Lantern Parade will take place as part of Maldon ’s Twilight festival 

weekend on Friday 19th January, 2024. Students (and their family members) are invited to join in the festivities from 

6.30pm and participate in the lantern parade which will commence at Maldon’s Bank Corner at 9.10pm and progress 

along Main Street. It should be a special night so if you can make it please do! Students are asked to dress in 

sparkly and/or bright clothes. 

Maldon Brass Band: Earlier this year the Maldon Brass Band engaged with the school to provide free 

brass instrument lessons to interested students in Grades 3 and above. The students had weekly lessons 

with tutor, Vinnie Bourke, and have recently started playing with the brass band in preparation for the 

Maldon Carols by Candlelight to be held on December 23rd at the Bill Woodfull oval. At assembly last 

Friday the students gave us a sneak peak of some of the songs they will be performing! They did a 

brilliant job and should be very proud of the progress they have made this year! Thank you to the band for 

their commitment to this program and the opportunity for our students. 



What’s happening in the community? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 








