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Principal’s Chat

Hi everyone,

As we approach the end of term, there are still some important events
ahead. Next week is National Child Protection Week, and the theme is
"Every conversation matters: Shifting Conversation to Action". This theme
emphasises transforming dialogue into concrete steps that strengthen child
protection and create safer environments for children by fostering active
listening, promoting early intervention, and empowering communities to
take meaningful action. During the week our students will take part in
activities focused on learning how to keep themselves safe. In addition,
there are a range of webinars available for parents/carers—please see the
Something which may interest our families section of this newsletter for
details and registration information.

We also have our Grade 3-6 Cricket/Tennis Day on this Friday, and
our Maths Expo on Thursday next week, where parents are invited to
come along and join in the fun of learning maths with their children. Camps
are also getting closer, so our Grade 3/4 and 5/6 classes will soon be
holding their camp meetings to help prepare students for their upcoming
trips.

This week’s whole school behaviour focus is:
learning opportunities (Be your best).

I am grateful for my

Students have been working on showing the following statements:
| show gratitude towards others

| give new things a try and | am grateful for new opportunities

| notice the small things people do or contribute

| can give and receive compliments.

| have included an article about thinking positively and how this can improve
our happiness and wellbeing. Click the link to read the article Helpful &
positive thinking for families | Raising Children Network

We are now starting to think about 2026. Our prep enrolments are in,
but we now need to know if there are any current students who won'’t
be returning to Maldon Primary School in 2026. If this applies to your
family, please let us know before Friday 19th September as enrolment
numbers help us determine class structures and staffing for next year.

Finally, with Father’'s Day this Sunday, we would like to wish all the dads,
grandfathers, and important male role models in our students’ lives a
wonderful day. Thank you for the care, guidance, and support you give—it
makes a world of difference.

Take care
Alisa

THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.

Friday 29th August

o Gr 3-6 District Tennis/
Cricket Day

o Friday Fundraiser (Gr
prep-2 only)

° NO Assembly

Tuesday 9th September

° Gr 6 Graduation photo

o Aboriginal culture /
Inquiry incursion with
Ron Murray

UPCOMING EVENTS

Thursday 11th September
9-9.40am, Gr 5/6
9.40am-10.20am, Gr 3/4
10.20-11:10am, Gr Prep/1/2 in the
P/1 and Japanese rooms

September 15th-17th
3/4 Coastal Forest Lodge camp

Wednesday 17th September
School Council

October 6th-8th
5/6 Roses Gap camp

Friday October 10th
Curriculum Day

October 16th-17th
Grade 1/2 Boomerang Ranch camp

Monday 3rd November
Curriculum Day

Tuesday 4th November
Melbourne Cup Holiday

Thursday 13th November
Prep late night stay


https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/mental-health-physical-health/pre-teens-practical-mental-health-wellbeing-strategies/positive-thinking
https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/mental-health-physical-health/pre-teens-practical-mental-health-wellbeing-strategies/positive-thinking

Office information

° Debra is currently on long service leave returning on
Monday 15th September.

Reminders

o Parent/Carer/Guardian Opinion Survey currently
open—website and pin to access is available in
uEducateUs announcements

What’s happening in the classroom?

Weekly awards: The following students will be receiving
awards at assembly this week:

P/1: Patrick for trying new things with a smile and never giving
up! (Be your best)

1/2: Hayden for always giving his best effort in every lesson (Be
your best)

3/4: Zayde for always displaying a positive and “have a go
attitude” when participating in games in and out of the classroom.
(Be You Best)

5/6: Oliver C for the effort he has shown in his learning. He has
applied himself with focus and determination, and it’s great to
see the pride he is taking in his work (Be your best)

Performing Arts: Rosie for the consistent leadership she shows
in every lesson (Be your best)

Visual Arts: Hazel for the independence and focus she shows
when completing her amazing art works (Be your best)

Classroom Values awards, Performing

Young Leaders Friday FUNdraiser

Please leave orders with your classroom teacher.

Available each Friday are: Sausage roll $3.50 and Juice Box
$1.50

Arts and Art awards

Back row L to R: Martha, Alex
Front row L to R: Mari, Ned
Absent: Mara, Leon

Birthdays
Darien and Darcy
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CIRCLE OF CONTROL
The Circle of Control is a mental framework for distinguishing what we can influence from what
we cannot, and it helps children manage emotions and build resilience by focusing on their actions
and reactions rather than uncontrollable external events. For kids, a clear example is
understanding that while they can't control the weather, they can control their decision to wear a
raincoat. To teach this, parents can use activities like drawing circles and sorting situations into
"in my control” (thoughts, behaviors, words) and "not in my control” (other people’s actions, the
weather).

WATCH: BLUEY - BAD MOOD

« Support your child’s self-regulation
development through deep breathing,
mindfullness and relaxation techniques.

« Support children to recognise their
emotions by talking about feelings “I
notice you are smiling, are you feeling
happy?” or “I am feeling sad today
because...”

« Support children to identify when they
are feeling big emotions and need a
break from an activity. +

The person is not the problem, the problem is the problem + +

'V VY VYV V'
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What We've Learnt

Author Study

In our author study on Lynley Dodd, we
explored her playful writing style, clever
rhymes, and memorable characters like
Hairy Maclary. We learned how she uses
rhythm, repetition, and humour to bring
her stories to life. Inspired by her work, we
created our own book called “Friends of
Hairy Maclary”, featuring new animal
characters with funny names and
adventurous personalities. Through this
project, we practised writing in rhyme,
developing character traits, and telling
stories that are lively and fun, just like
Lynley Dodd’s books.

Area in Mathematics

We have been using multiplicative
strategies to solve for the area of
shapes with an unknown area. By
multiplying the length and width of
rectangles or breaking irregular
shapes into smaller, manageable
parts, we can find missing areas. This
approach allows us to solve
problems more efficiently using
known facts and multiplication.

Inquiry

This term, Grade 3/4 have been
exploring how The Arts reflect and
express culture. Working individually or
in pairs, they researched a country
and focused on one art form, from
Russian Matryoshka dolls to Ghanaian
drumming. Students became ‘experts,’
sharing their findings and discovering
how art carries meaning, celebrates
tradition, and connects communities
worldwide.




Something which may interest our families...

To register for these webinars, please visit: https://www.napcan.org.au/official-program-webinars-events-2025/

TUESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2025

Unpacking Netflix's Adolescence:

Building healthier masculinities in today’s online
world

What's really going on behind the screens of young people today? This

TUESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER s confronting yet essential webinar dives deep into the hidden worlds of
= 1N.30AM - 12.45PM - ; online subcultures that glorify misogyny and gendered violence.

Building on the conversations started by the hit Netflix series
Adolescence, we'll explore how these toxic narratives are spreading
across social media, gaming, and online communities, shaping beliefs,
behaviours, and even national security responses.

Hear from experts in education, policy, tech, and youth safety as we
unpack how violent misogyny is taking root, why respectful
relationships education (like NAPCAN's Love Bites) is more urgent
than ever, and how families, schools, and platforms can work together
to intervene early.

D Simen Copland We'll also be discussing what real accountability from tech companies
should leok like.

If you care about the digital world young people are growing up in, this
webinar is for you. Join the conversation.

THURSDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 2025 NATIONAL CI:|!LD PROTECTION WEEK

OFFICIAL PROGRAM 2025

WEBINAR SERIES Power, Shame & Screens

Protecting Young People From Image-Based Abuse

Young people are growing up in an increasingly complex digital world,
one where image-based abuse is becoming disturbingly common. But
behind the headlines are real lives, real harm, and real opportunities
for change. This webinar is your chance to step into a conversation that
goes beyond awareness and into action. Bringing together experts
from across education, youth services, and law, we'll unpack the
growing threats facing young people online and offer tangible, trauma-

THURSDAY 11 SEPTEMBER
1AM -12.30PM

informed strategies for prevention, response, and recovery. Together,
we'll explore how to build digital literacy, encourage consent-based
online behaviour, and reduce the shame and stigma that prevent young
people from speaking up. We'll also highlight what compassionate,
early intervention looks like, at home, in classrooms, and across
communities. This session will add a powerful depth to a topic that
urgently needs our attention and empathy.



https://www.napcan.org.au/official-program-webinars-events-2025/

O DNA Squad 2026

AFL GRAND FINAL WEEK

If You are inferested in joining our SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMS
: Celebrate the lead up to the
Junior Deve/oFmen'f Saluaa' as a P/ayer, AFL Grand Final with us!

coach, umpire or jusf want to 9e7‘ HE“"IE“ ) MIXEI]
involved, p/ease contact Vanessa 3
Saunders or email cdnal962@hotmailcom ‘g |
Trainings - Monday Evenings
Tournaments - Sundays

We offer
U, 13U, 15U, ['TU, Male, OPen, and Mixed

Perimenopause
& Menopause

So much more than hot flushes and brain fog!

A FREE TALK AT CASTLEMAINE LIBRARY

Friday 5 September 2025
5.30 — 7.30 pm (5.15 pm arrival for a 5.30 pm start)

Presented by Bron Grieve
Dhelkaya Health Community Health Nurse.

Along with a panel of specialists and
champions in the field.

Bookings at goldfieldslibraries.com

For more information contact
Bron Grieve on 0439 187 051
or email bgrieve@castlemainehealth.org.au

Includes the launching of

‘The Pause’, a locally
mw produced podcast on all
\w things perimenopause and
menopause



