
THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.  

 

Wednesday 8th October 

• Gr 5/6 camp returns at  

3.50pm 
 

Friday 10th October 

• Curriculum Day-no    

students are required at 

school 
 

Monday 13th October 

• Smile Squad visit 
 

Tuesday 14th October 

• Smile Squad visit 

• Clubs session #1, all 

students 

 

 

Principal’s Chat 

Hi everyone,  

Welcome back to the final term of the year! Term 4 is always a busy and 

exciting time as we begin to wrap up another fantastic year of learning. Our 

Grade 5/6 students headed off to Roses Gap for camp yesterday and 

are having a wonderful time. We look forward to hearing all about their 

adventures when they return tomorrow. A big thank you to Lauren and 

Bree, along with our parent helpers Caitlin and Glen, for supporting 

this great experience. 

 

Another highlight of term 4 is our annual Clubs program, which will 

commence next week and run for five weeks. The program is a chance 

for the school to build connections with local community groups and an 

opportunity for students to experience something different. Clubs will be 

held on Tuesday afternoons and this week children will put in their 

preferences for which club they would like to participate in: Maldon 

Bowls Club, Maldon Croquet Club, Maldon Men’s Shed, Choir or 

Gardening/Cooking. A big thank you to our community groups and 

volunteers for offering to be part of this program again. We will share some 

photos and comments in future newsletters. 

Our whole school inquiry focus for the term is on developing the 

learner asset “I am a contributor.” Being a contributor means 

recognising that we all have something valuable to offer—whether it’s 

ideas, actions, effort or support for others. Teachers will explicitly teach 

students how to be a contributor across all learning areas. Students will 

explore what it means to take responsibility, work collaboratively and make 

a positive difference within their classroom, school and community. By 

developing this asset, students learn that their contributions matter, that 

teamwork strengthens learning and that being proactive helps them grow as 

capable, confident and compassionate learners and engaged citizens in the 

future. 

This term, our Wellbeing focus is on developing a Positive Identity 

through learning about Gender Norms and Stereotypes and Positive 

Gender Relations. Students are exploring how everyone deserves to be 

treated with respect, no matter their gender, and how stereotypes can 

influence attitudes and opportunities. They are learning to celebrate 

differences, include others and build respectful relationships. 

These lessons help students understand their own strengths and values 

while learning to stand up for fairness and kindness. By recognising their 

right to feel safe, respected and valued, students strengthen their sense of 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

October 15th 

School Council 
 

October 16th-17th 

Grade 1/2 Boomerang Ranch camp 
 

October 24th 

Mango orders due  
 

Monday 3rd November 

Curriculum Day 
 

Tuesday 4th November 

Melbourne Cup Holiday 
 

Thursday 13th November  

Prep late night stay 
 

Thursday 27th November 

Shopping Spree fundraiser 
 

Friday 5th – Wed 17th December 

Water Awareness program 
 

Tuesday 9th December 

Statewide transition day (all students) 
 

Thursday 11th December 

Class expos, 9-10.15am 
 

Monday 15th December 

Grade 6 graduation 
 

Thursday 18th December 

Swimming Carnival 
 

Friday 19th December 

Last day term 4, 1.30pm dismissal 

 



self and contribute to a more inclusive and supportive school community. 

Topic 7: Gender Norms and Stereotypes 

In this unit, students explore how gender norms can shape attitudes, behaviours and opportunities. They learn that 

everyone—regardless of gender—deserves to be treated with respect and be included. By recognising and 

challenging unfair stereotypes about what boys and girls “should” or “shouldn’t” do, students begin to understand the 

value of kindness, fairness and respectful relationships. The focus is on building a classroom and community where 

all children feel safe, welcomed and valued for who they are. 

Topic 8: Positive Gender Relations 

This topic helps students understand the different forms of violence—including physical, emotional and verbal—and 

how these can affect people differently based on gender. Students learn about their right to feel safe, to have control 

over their own bodies and to speak up when something feels wrong. They practise strategies for seeking help, 

supporting their peers and challenging harmful behaviours. Most importantly, they learn that respect, equality and 

kindness are the foundations of all healthy relationships—at home, at school and in the community. 

This week our whole school behaviour/values focus is: I am responsible (all values). The ‘I can’ statements 

the children will be working towards are:  

Establishing class routines and responsibilities, 

I can set myself up for learning (book box, diaries, managing belongings etc),  

I can stay focused,  

I am an active listener,  

I give my best effort,  

I try even when tasks are challenging,  

I speak kindly and respectfully to others.  

At school, all classrooms display a daily visual timetable for students to help prepare them for the day 

ahead. Change happens all the time and is unavoidable. Teachers prepare students as much as possible 

when routines change, such as telling students if they are going to be away or showing students new 

environments online before visiting them (ie. camp grounds) to build children’s confidence in coping with 

change. I have included some articles about establishing routines in the family and how to prepare children for 

change at home.  

Daily routines for your family: a guide | Raising Children Network 

Changing routines: autistic kids & teens | Raising Children Network 

Bedtime routines: babies, children & teens | Raising Children Network 

Finally, our Grade 4 to 6 Attitudes to School survey results are in and we are extremely proud of the results. 

We shared this data at our last School Council Meeting at the end of Term 3 and we would also like to share it with 

the School Community. Please see the “Something which may interest our families” section for the results. 

    Take care 

       Alisa 

 

 

Fundraising news 

 

 

 

Mango orders are due back at the office on Friday 24th October, 2025. Expected delivery date is the week beginning 

1st December, 2025. Please encourage family and friends to order up big and support our school! If you need 

another order form please contact the office. 

If any family can distribute some mango fundraising flyers into the shops of Maldon this week please let 

Debra know a.s.a.p. The further we spread the word the more profit we make from our fundraiser! 

 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/toddlers/family-life/routines-rituals/daily-routines-for-your-family-four-steps
https://raisingchildren.net.au/autism/behaviour/understanding-behaviour/changing-routines-asd
https://raisingchildren.net.au/toddlers/sleep/better-sleep-settling/bedtime-routines




 

 
 

Something which may interest our families… 

 

 





Reminders 

• The Smile Squad free school dental program is coming to our school next week. 
The Smile Squad team from Bendigo Health are coming to our school next week. Smile Squad is the Victorian  
Government free school dental program. This means ALL students can get a free dental check-up, preventive  
services, and treatment at school. 
 
How to access free dental care 

We need your consent before we can provide services. Consent is usually provided by a parent or guardian. 
Sign up to Smile Squad at: https://bit.ly/smilesquadvic OR use the below QR code: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paper consent forms are also available from the school office. The online consent form can be translated 
into over 100 languages, and the paper form is available in 13 languages. 

Smile Squad oral health packs 
Each child will soon receive a free oral health pack containing a toothbrush, full-sized toothpaste, and an 
oral health brochure. Please take the time to read the brochure—it has helpful hints for your whole family to 
eat well, drink well, and clean well. 
Standard strength toothpaste 
The toothpaste provided is standard strength fluoride, recommended for children aged six and over unless 
otherwise advised by a dental or health professional. 
If your child is under six, please seek advice from a dental or health professional before use. Alternatively, 
you may choose to store the toothpaste until they turn six or share it with another family member. 

Do I need to attend my child’s appointment? 
No, parents/guardians do not need to attend. You are welcome to join if you would like to, or you can take 
your child to a community dental clinic instead. 

 

What’s happening in the Community? 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fsmilesquadvic&data=05%7C02%7Cmaldon.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb524445e23e0446f32a708ddf4121f4c%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638935080941413281%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d

