
THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.  

 

 

Thursday 23rd October 

• St John’s first aid 

course, all students 
 

Friday 24th October 

• Friday Fundraiser 

• Mango and Book Club 

orders due 

• Muckleford Cricket Club 

clinic, Grades 3-6 

• Assembly, presentation 

of Maldon Show awards 
 

Tuesday 28th October 

• Clubs session #3, all 

students 

 

 

Principal’s Chat 

Hi everyone,  

The Grade 1 and 2 students had a wonderful time at Boomerang Ranch 

Camp and couldn’t wait to share their stories when they returned to 

school on Friday. It sounds like the experience was enjoyed by everyone! A 

big thank you to Melissa and Callum for attending the camp, along with 

our parent helpers, Alistair McGrath-Kerr and Ben Jennings. That 

wraps up our camps for the year, with just the Prep students’ ‘Late 

Night Stay’ to look forward to on November 13th. 

In staffing news, Jesse will be taking four weeks of parental leave, 

starting on the 10
th

 November, to welcome a new baby and spend some 

quality time with his family. During his absence, Tracy Pengelly will be 

teaching the Grade 3/4 class. Tracy is a familiar face at our school, and 

well known to the students, so the transition should be a smooth one. Jesse 

will return for the final two weeks of the school year. 

Nathan Lanyon, one of our Education Support Staff members, has 

decided to finish up at Maldon P.S. on October 31st to focus on his 

work in the IT field. Nathan has built great relationships with both staff and 

students this year and has shared his passion for digital technology through 

lunchtime clubs. We wish Nathan all the best for the future. 

Last week we held our School Council meeting for October. Some of the 

things we discussed were:  

• The grade 4-6 Attitudes to School survey results 

• The 2026 School Review and the Victorian Registrations and 

Qualifications Authority (VRQA) minimum standards 

• Our current and upcoming fundraisers: The Mango fundraiser and the 

Shopping Spree 

This week’s whole school behaviour/values focus is: I am grateful for 

my classmates (Be kind). In the classrooms, students will be working 

towards these statements: 

I notice the strengths and achievements of others and acknowledge them 

I notice when someone may be having trouble and offer to help them 

I am respectful and open minded 

I give and receive compliments 

I recognise that we are all unique 

Building strong friendships in primary school is crucial for students, as it 

fosters empathy, teamwork and a sense of belonging that enriches their 

learning experience and personal growth. I have included some articles to 

give parents/carers some tips and tricks to use around helping their child 

build friendships. Click on the links to access the articles: 

Frenemies & toxic friendships: teenagers | Raising Children Network 

Kids with disability: play & friendship | Raising Children Network 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

 

October 30th-31st 

Smile Squad visit 
 

Monday 3rd November 

Curriculum Day 
 

Tuesday 4th November 

Melbourne Cup Holiday 
 

Wednesday 5th November 

Japanese Day 
 

Thursday 13th November  

Prep late night stay 
 

Wednesday 19th November 

School Council 
 

Thursday 27th November 

Shopping Spree fundraiser 
 

Friday 5th – Wed 17th December 

Water Awareness program 
 

Tuesday 9th December 

Statewide transition day (all students) 
 

Thursday 11th December 

Class expos, 9-10.15am 
 

Monday 15th December 

Grade 6 graduation 
 

Thursday 18th December 

Swimming Carnival 
 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/behaviour/peers-friends-trends/frenemies
https://raisingchildren.net.au/disability/school-play-work/play-friends/play-friendship-disability


Prosocial behaviour in children & teens | Raising Children Network 

 

    Take care 

       Alisa 

 

Reminders 

 

 

 

• Mango orders are due back at the office this Friday 24th October, 2025. Expected delivery date is the 

week beginning 1st December, 2025.  

• Book Club is due back at the office this Friday 24th October, 2025. 

• The Smile Squad free school dental program is coming to our school on the 30th and 31st October. 
Smile Squad is the Victorian Government free school dental program. This means ALL students can get a free 
dental check-up, preventive services, and treatment at school. 
 
How to access free dental care 

We need your consent before we can provide services. Consent is usually provided by a parent or guardian. 
Sign up to Smile Squad at: https://bit.ly/smilesquadvic OR use the below QR code: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paper consent forms are also available from the school office. The online consent form can be translated 
into over 100 languages, and the paper form is available in 13 languages. 

 

For sale 

• The lettuce in the school garden is ready to eat! Whole lettuce (mixed varieties) will be available to purchase 

from 3.10pm on Monday 26th October out the front of the school. Cost is $2 per lettuce or 3 for $5. Available 

until sold out! 

 

Can you help? 

• We are looking for Plastic water or soft drink bottles, any size, and sturdy cardboard boxes for the art room. 
Please drop any donations at the office. 

• We are seeking volunteers to help out with activities on Japanese Day. Volunteers will need a Working with 
Children Check. Please see Debra in the office if you are willing to help out. 

• We are looking for flowers and foliage for Ikebana flower arranging on Japanese Day. Ikebana is the 
Japanese art of flower arranging which focuses on harmony, simplicity, and minimalism. Your garden and 
surrounding areas will have an abundance of flowers and foliage which can be used– think interesting twigs 
and sticks, native flowers such as paper daisies, callistemon and banksia and  strappy or other foliage. Get the 
kids involved in sourcing suitable flowers and foliage- we need plenty as there will be around 45 arrangements 
made. Please let Debra in the office know if you can help with flowers and foliage. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/teens/behaviour/encouraging-good-behaviour/prosocial-behaviour-kindness-children-teens
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fsmilesquadvic&data=05%7C02%7Cmaldon.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb524445e23e0446f32a708ddf4121f4c%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638935080941413281%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d


What’s happening in the classroom? 

Japanese Day, Wednesday November 5th, 2025:  
• Students should come to school dressed in costumes relating to any aspect of Japanese culture. They can 

wear traditional or contemporary Japanese dress, come as historical Japanese characters, anime characters 
past and present, or as a character reflecting modern Japanese 'cute' culture, such as Hello Kitty. Some may 
choose to come simply as a Japanese flag or a sushi or dress in Japanese colours. 

• On the day students will have a  costume parade, participate in cross-age Japanese cultural activities and 
watch a Japanese Anime film. 

• Students may choose to bring Japanese food options in their lunchbox! 
 

 

Weekly awards: The following students will be receiving awards at assembly this week: 

P/1:  Mabel for her growing confidence and positive outlook in all learning areas (be your best) 

1/2:  Billie for taking pride in her work and her achievements (be your best) 

3/4:  Emily for bringing positivity to the classroom by giving compliments to others (be your best) 

5/6: Nicholas for being proud of who he is, valuing his individuality and encouraging others with kind words and 

compliments (be your best) 

Art: Ollie for the initiative he took to seek feedback and use that feedback to improve his art piece 

Performing Arts: Mabel and Frances for the way they are collaborating together to create their “Musical Elements” 

presentation 

Clubs, Croquet: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fundraising news 

 



Community Connections 

Maldon and Baringhup Agricultural Show: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What’s happening in the Community? 


