Be kind, be brave, be your best
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Principal’s Chat

Hi everyone,

This Friday, 31% October we celebrate World Teachers’ Day. This is an
opportunity to say thank you for the incredible contributions teachers make to
our community. We recognise the passion and dedication our teachers show
every day. We thank Melissa, Callum, Jesse, Lauren, Bree, Kirby and
Sharyn for being such passionate and dedicated teachers who ensure they
are making a positive impact and building strong connections with every
child in the school every day. Thank you also to our Casual Relief Teachers,
especially Carmen, Jo M, Jo C and Tracy, who regularly step into the
classrooms when our teachers are away. We will be celebrating World
Teachers’ Day by providing a special morning tea for all the teachers at our
school. Please show your appreciation of our teachers by saying ‘thank you’
to them when you see them at the gate or in the yard.

Last week, Maldon RSL members Sharon, Neil and Kevin visited the
grade 5 and 6 students to share information about Remembrance Day
and to kickstart the Remembrance Day writing competition. The
students will work on their writing pieces and will present their work to a
panel of RSL members for judging this Wednesday. The winner of this
competition will read out their writing at the Remembrance Day service on
Tuesday 11th November, as well as have their name engraved on the school
plaque alongside past winners.

On Friday we held a practice evacuation drill where all staff, visitors
and students were required to evacuate the building and walk to the
Bill Woodfull Recreation Reserve in their class groups. All students
listened carefully and moved in a calm manner. We undertake these drills at
least once per term to ensure that everyone knows what to do in an
emergency and to give staff an opportunity to review our processes and
make any necessary improvements.

This week our whole school behaviour focus is: | speak up for myself
and others (Be brave). Some areas the classes will learn about are:

I am an upstander and speak up to support others
| speak up for myself

I make sure | contribute my ideas and | give others an opportunity to speak
and contribute

| am honest
| stand up for what | believe in
| speak with kind words.

I have included two article links with tips and strategies to encourage
honesty in children, as well as information on what inclusion is. Click the
links to access the articles

Children & lying: why do kids lie & what to do about it

Prosocial behaviour in children & teens | Raising Children Network

THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.

Wednesday 29th October

° RSL judging Gr 5/6
writing competition

Thursday 30th October

° Smile Squad visit

Friday 31st October

° World Teachers’ Day

o Friday Fundraiser

o Day for Daniel- add a
splash of red to uniform

° Smile Squad visit

o Gr 5/6 esafety workshop

° Muckleford Cricket Club
clinic, Grades 3-6

° Assembly, Gr 3/4
presenting

Monday 3rd November

° Curriculum Day, no
students at school

Tuesday 4th November
° Melbourne Cup public
holiday

UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday 5th November
Japanese Day
Wednesday 12th November
Prep transition for 2026 commences
Thursday 13th November
Prep late night stay

Wednesday 19th November
School Council

Thursday 27th November
Shopping Spree fundraiser

Friday 5th — Wed 17th December
Water Awareness program

Tuesday 9th December

Statewide transition day (all students)

Thursday 11th December
Class expos, 9-10.15am


https://raisingchildren.net.au/preschoolers/behaviour/common-concerns/lies
https://raisingchildren.net.au/toddlers/behaviour/encouraging-good-behaviour/prosocial-behaviour-kindness-children-teens

What is inclusion for children with disability, autism or ADHD?

On Friday students will be participating in activities for ‘Day
for Daniel’, which leads on from our activities in National
Child Protection Week. ‘Day for Daniel’ is an annual event in
Australia dedicated to raising awareness about child safety and
protection. It honours the memory of Daniel Morcombe, a young
boy who was abducted and murdered in 2003. The day
encourages schools, communities and families to participate in
activities that promote safety education, empowering children to
recognise and report unsafe situations. It also aims to foster
discussions about the importance of vigilance and the collective
responsibility to protect children. While open, honest
conversations are essential, true change only happens when we
act, when communities, educators, families, and systems work
together to protect, support and empower children and young
people. It would be wonderful if everyone could add a
‘splash’ of red to their uniforms on Friday to help recognise
the day. Next week we will share some of the activities/
comments from the classrooms.

Don’t forget next Monday 3™ November is a Curriculum Day and

Tuesday 4™ November is Melbourne Cup public holiday. For the *

Curriculum Day, teachers will be refreshing their knowledge on
the 6+1 Traits of Writing. The 6+1 Traits of Writing framework
helps students become confident and effective writers by
breaking writing down into seven key areas - ideas,
organisation, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, conventions
and presentation. This approach gives students a clear
understanding of what makes writing strong and helps them
focus on specific skills to improve their work. It also provides a
shared language for teachers and students to discuss writing
and celebrate their growth as writers throughout the year.

Take care
Alisa

Reminders

. The Smile Squad free school dental program is
coming to our school on the 30th and 31st October.
Smile Squad is the Victorian Government free school
dental program. This means ALL students can get a free
dental check-up, preventive services, and treatment at
school.

How to access free dental care

We need your consent before we can provide services.
Consent is usually provided by a parent or guardian.

Sign up to Smile Squad at: https://bit.ly/smilesquadvic OR
use the below QR code:

Paper consent forms are also available from the school
office. The online consent form can be translated into
over 100 languages, and the paper form is available in
13 languages.

Classroom Values awards, Performing

Arts and Art awards

Back row L to R: Alex, Nicholas, Mabel and

Frances

Middle row L to R: Mabel, Ollie, Louis, Billie,
Emily and Harry

Front row: Hazel

Birthdays
L to R: Luke and Hugh



https://raisingchildren.net.au/disability/disability-rights-the-law/rights/inclusion-children-with-disability-developmental-delay-autism
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fsmilesquadvic&data=05%7C02%7Cmaldon.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb524445e23e0446f32a708ddf4121f4c%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638935080941413281%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d

Newsletter surveys were distributed to all families last week. Please complete the survey and return it to
school by Friday 31st October.

Young Leaders Friday FUNdraiser

Please leave orders with your classroom teacher.

Available each Friday are: Sausage roll $3.50 and Juice Box $1.50

Grade Prep to 2 Kickball permission on uEducateUs and payment is due by Tuesday 4th November
Grade Prep late night stay permission on uEducateUs and payment is due by Monday 10th November

Back to School 2026 information packs were distributed last week. Please complete relevant forms and
return them to the office by Wednesday 12th November.

2026 Stationery pack orders need to be placed directly with Education Plus by Friday 12th December,
2025

Can you help?

We are urgently seeking 4 volunteers to help out with activities on Japanese Day. The activities will include
Ikebana, Mochi cooking group, Japanese Games/Origami and Karaoke or Sumo wrestling. All activities will
also have a teacher present to manage student behaviour and other issues. Please see Debra in the office if
you are willing to help out.

We are urgently looking for flowers and foliage for lkebana flower arranging on Japanese Day. lkebana is the
Japanese art of flower arranging which focuses on harmony, simplicity, and minimalism. Your garden and
surrounding areas will have an abundance of flowers and foliage which can be used— think interesting twigs
and sticks, native flowers such as paper daisies, callistemon and banksia and strappy or other foliage. Get the
kids involved in sourcing suitable flowers and foliage- we need plenty as there will be around 45 arrangements
made. Please let Debra in the office know if you can help with flowers and foliage.

What’s happening in the classroom?

Japanese Day, Wednesday November 5th, 2025:

Students should come to school dressed in costumes relating to any aspect of Japanese culture. They can
wear traditional or contemporary Japanese dress, come as historical Japanese characters, anime characters
past and present, or as a character reflecting modern Japanese 'cute' culture, such as Hello Kitty. Some may
choose to come simply as a Japanese flag or a sushi or dress in Japanese colours.

On the day students will have a costume parade, participate in cross-age Japanese cultural activities and
watch a Japanese Anime film.

Students may choose to bring Japanese food options in their lunchbox!

Weekly awards: The following students will be receiving awards at assembly this week:

P/
1/2

3/4:
5/6:

: Violet for willingly helping her working partner during reading and writing sessions (be kind)
: Jaydah for being aware of others’ feelings and always offering help or support (be kind)

Fletcher for being respectful towards all of his peers in and out of the classroom (be kind)

Darien for showing kindness and awareness by noticing when a classmate needed help and taking action to

support them (be kind)

Art: Liam for the independence and confidence he showed whilst completing his self-portrait

Performing Arts: Evelyn for the convincing way she developed character during our drama activity



Last Thursday, Alycia from St John’s s
Ambulance ran a First Aid course n
for all the classes.

st John’s First Aid
Course for students...

Cohen (Gr 5/6) - We learnt about
what to do is we find someone
unconscious. You can ring ‘000’ or
try to find someone who can help

Mackenzie (Gr P/1) - We learnt about CPR.
D is for Danger, R is for Responseand S is
for Send. If a parent isn’t there, you call

Ned (Gr 1/2) - When you’re helping
someone, you have to look out for
dangers, like broken glass, a knife, or
| something slippery. We call their name and
if they don’t respond you need to call for
help. There are four things you have to do
on the phone, press zero three times and
then the call button.

Emily (Gr 3/4) - We learnt about DRSABC. | know how to put someone in the
recovery position. You put someone in this position if they are breathing but
unconscious.




Clubs, Lawn Bowls:

Fundraising news

Exclusive discounts
from
participating

traders and a h
raffle on the night

Ticke: ice includes ket
a M_nld:nprdnpphg bag, Ti = szo
discount veuchers

refreshments and music Tickets available
shopping and a free ticket at the office or

in the raffle on the night onling

https://www.tryb oo king. com/DELC

Fundraizer Supporting

AALDON




Community Connections

Maldon and Baringhup Agricultural Show prize winners:

—
®  WENERGENCY DEFIBRILLATOR

What’s happening in the Community?

MAAW & THE CASTLEMAINE SHOW
PRESENT THE

X 2025 PET SHOW Jk [
11:00am, Saturday November 1°' 2025 e

Camp Reserve, Castlemaine
$2 per entry - Lots of prizes to be won!

Enter on the day or at the Show office -
open weekdays 11:00am-5:30pm

CATEGORIES:

@MAAW Largest Pet

Smallest Pet
Best Groomed Pet

v I Happiest Pet
‘ o Best Dressed Pet MALDON PRIMARY SCHOOL
/o, Best Behaved Pet Starting Friday Oct 24" - Nov 28th 2025

Best Overall 2:00PM - 3:00PM

COST: FREE
Contact: Brett Cole - +61 439 882 765

Muckleford Cricket Club




NN\

Join us for a free

Community
Christmas
Lunch

Thursday 25 December 2025

Hosted by Castlemaine Community House and friends
12.30pm to 2.30pm
Castlemaine Town Hall, 25 Lyttleton Street
(entry via Frederick Street)
Quiet seating available at the Senior Citizens Centre
Share a delicious meal with good company
on Christmas Day.

Come alone or bring your family and friends.
Everyone welcome for music, activities and festivities.
To RSVP, book transport or find out more,
call 5472 4842 or email reception@cch.org.au

You can also volunteer your time or make a donation.

For more Information

scan the QR code.
CASTLEMAINE b Q—-—
@ :t114 @ B i hark 4’::?'.." e
Rotary { = Dhelkaya
Castlemaine Health

Maldon Bowling Club
Invites you to enter the
Maldon Community group &
Business open bowls Tournament

DATE- Sunday November 23"

Start time-10.30am

This tournament is open to non-bowlers from Local Businesses
& Groups.

Please get a group of three or more people to represent your
‘group’ for a fun day of bowls. All equipment supplied.

BBQ available, Bar will be open
Entry fee: $5 per player

Cash Prizes per winning teams
First $200 Plus Trophy , Second $90, Third $60, Fourth $30

Contact- maldonbowls@outlook.com P. Secretary 0438067027

TROPHY SPOMSORED BY: Community Bank Maldon Bandigo Bank '

A Very Maldon
+ Christmas!

Maldon Kids Club - Term Y, 2025

Come and learn the Christmas story

and be part of our annual Christmas nativity show.

All primary age kids welcome.
Wednesdays from after school to 4:30.
At Holy Trinity church hall. No cost.
Contact Darcy at maldonanglican@gmail.com

for more info




