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Principal’s Chat

Hi everyone,

Jesse began his paternity leave on Saturday — the same day his family
welcomed their new arrival! Jesse, Bella and Florence are delighted to
share that they have a healthy baby daughter and sister, Margot
(Maggie) Elspeth Berry-Smith. Everyone is doing well and we wish Jesse
and his family all the best as they enjoy this special time together.

On 31st October, we participated in Day for Daniel, with students
wearing a splash of red and taking part in activities focused on child
safety, both online and in the community. | joined the Grade 5/6 Digital
Thumbprint Program session where Dom, the presenter, led a discussion on
Cybersecurity. Students learned how to create and protect strong
passwords, what personal information should never be shared on social
media (such as photos, birthdays and addresses), and what to do if
someone ftries to contact them through online games. They were also
reminded never to click on suspicious links in chats. An interesting fact we
discovered — the average age of a gamer is actually 35 years old!

We currently have Natalie Wardrop undertaking her three week teacher
placement in the prep/1 classroom. Natalie is in the 2nd year of her
Master of Teaching degree at Australian Catholic University. Natalie is
enjoying her time at the school and will be here until the end of November,
so please say hello if you see her around the school.

This week’s whole school behaviour focus is: | respect the need for
personal space (Be Kind). Students will be working towards these ‘I can’
statements —

| can respect personal space when sitting next to someone
| can give people space when they need it
| can ask for space when | need it

| can keep my hands and feet to myself

THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.

Wednesday 12th November

° 2026 Prep transition #1,
9.15am-10.45am

° Back to School 2026
paperwork due

Thursday 13th November

° Prep late night stay,
4.30pm-7pm

Friday 14th November

° Friday Fundraiser

° Muckleford Cricket Club
clinic, Grades 3-6

° Assembly,
Remembrance Day
writing (selected Gr 5/6
students)

Tuesday 18th November
° Clubs session #5

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday 19th November
School Council

Thursday 27th November
Shopping Spree fundraiser

Friday 5th — Wed 17th December
Water Awareness program

Tuesday 9th December
Statewide transition day (all students)

Thursday 11th December
Class expos, 9-10.15am

Monday 15th December
Grade 6 graduation

Thursday 18th December
Swimming Carnival

Friday 19th December
Last day term 4, 1.30pm dismissal



| have included some links to articles which might give parents

and carers some tips and strategies to help focus on this area. )
Classroom Values awards, Performing

Arts and Art awards

Circle of friends and personal boundaries | Raising Children
Network

Preventing sibling fights: essential tips | Raising Children Back row L to R: Liam, Darien and Fletcher
Network

Front row L to R: Evelyn, Jaydah, Messi and
Violet

Please have a look at the front fence for this year’s display
of student writing and artwork for Remembrance Day. This
tradition began during the COVID-19 restrictions and has
continued ever since, thanks to the wonderful feedback from our
community. A big thank you to our teachers for ensuring the
significance of Remembrance Day is explored and
discussed in classrooms, helping students to understand and
honour the men and women of the Australian Defence Force
who made the ultimate sacrifice for our country. Our Grade 3 to
6 students attended the Remembrance Day service today,
together with our Clubs Choir group who sung the National
Anthem, and I’d like to commend them on their outstanding
behaviour and display of respect. Several community
members commented on how impressed they were, and | was

laying a wreath at the cenotaph on behalf of Maldon Primary
School.

Birthdays
L to R: Marcel and Harry

Congratulations to Lillie, who won the annual RSL
Remembrance Day writing competition for Grades 5 and 6.
Lillie presented her piece at the service with great confidence
and pride, and her writing is featured in this week’s newsletter
under What’s Happening in the Classroom? Thank you to the
RSL members for continuing to support this competition each
year and for taking the time to read and judge the students’
work. It's always a privilege to share our students’ writing with
them.

Gotcha awards



https://raisingchildren.net.au/autism/development/sexual-development/circle-of-friends-personal-boundaries-activity-children-3-15-years
https://raisingchildren.net.au/autism/development/sexual-development/circle-of-friends-personal-boundaries-activity-children-3-15-years
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/behaviour/friends-siblings/preventing-fights
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/behaviour/friends-siblings/preventing-fights

Tomorrow marks the first transition day for our 2026 Prep students. It will be wonderful to welcome them to the
school and begin helping them feel comfortable in their new environment. Over the next five weeks, our kindergarten
children will attend a transition session each week as they get to know their teachers, classmates and routines.
We’'re really looking forward to getting to know our newest Maldon Primary School students and supporting them as
they begin their exciting school journey.

Over the next two weeks we will be working on classes for 2026. Looking at our current enrolment numbers
we will have Grade Prep/1, Grade 1/2, Grade 3/4 and Grade 5/6 composite classes for 2026. There is an
opportunity for parents/carers who will have a grade 1 child in 2026 to provide information to the school
(based on educational or social grounds) which they believe is important for us to consider when making
our 2026 class placements. This information needs to be provided to me in writing by email or a uEducateUs
conversation by Monday 17" November. Please note, it is not possible for parents to request specific teachers.
Class groups will be formed and then teachers will be allocated to a class. As we are a small school, any change in
enrolments may make a difference to the way our grade levels are split. As a result of this, if you know of any
families still considering our school for 2026, please let them know to contact the office as soon as possible.
Also if any current families know their child/children will not be attending Maldon Primary School next year,
and haven'’t yet informed us, please let me know by Monday 17" November.

Take care
Alisa

Reminders

o Back to School 2026 information packs were distributed in October and relevant forms need to be
completed and returned to the office by tomorrow, Wednesday 12th November.

. All students participating in the Brass Band program are reminded to bring their instruments to school
on a Monday so that they can have their lesson with Vinnie.

Young Leaders Friday FUNdraiser

Please leave orders with your classroom teacher.

Available each Friday are: Sausage roll $3.50 and Juice Box $1.50

Buy a book from

Book Club
to help build
our classroom
resources

orders are due: VNIRRT

o 2026 Stationery pack orders need to be placed directly with Education Plus by Friday 12th December,
2025.

What’s happening in the classroom?

Weekly awards: The following students will be receiving awards at assembly this week:

P/1: Patrick for giving his best effort during kickball and being a great sport (be your best)

1/2: Jack for showing persistence and ensuring classwork is completed on time (be your best)
3/4: Pheebe for being very kind and welcoming to her new teacher (be kind)

5/6: Martha for being organised and prepared for Lit Club meetings and making valuable contributions to Lit Club
discussions (be your best)



Remembrance Day writing, winning entry:

THE DAY THE SOLDIERS CAME HOME
BY LILLIE GOVIER

. It's been another gloomy day back at home, smoke smeared the .

air, like fire in disguise . It wasn't the same, all | could
remember was my dad being taken away. My mum sobbing, and my baby sister crying. All | would
say to myself, everyday was, ‘is he ever coming back?’ or ‘will | ever see him again’?

I didn’t know what to do. Every night | would pray to God, and say, “please let him return, and give
my dad all my hope”. The next morning, it was drooling with rain, | had an amazing idea, what if...
we make anzac cookies and write my dad a note with the long lasting, indelible pencil.

My mum nodded her head and said yes. | was so happy, | could finally write a letter to my dad. It
was mail day. | put our big present in the post man's box, and off he flew.

It was morning when all the soldiers got a fright, when they heard a big horn saying, GET UP!!!
They all woke up thinking they were under attack, but instead of being under attack everyone
looked at their grubby crinkled calendar. It was mail day. They waited 6 months, waiting for this
day to come. We all sat by the edge of the trenches. As a man started walking by, the parcels were
handed out one by one. Finally it was my turn, a massive package got dumped on the ground with
a THUMP!!

There was an old crusty note saying...

DEAR DAD

MUMMY, SISSY AND I MISS YOU SO MUCH

WE HOPE YOU COME HOME SOON.

DONT WORRY IM HELPING MUMMY AS MUCH AS | CAN
LOVE MUMMY, SISSY AND ME

A tear rolled out of my eyes, as | squinted with hope. All | could remember back home was my
beautiful wife, and my two daughters. As | fought for my family, friends, country and my culture. |
realised it stopped, all that hate, all the fighting, stopped. It was the 11th day of the 11th month and
the 11th hour. We had been fighting for several years now, it was 1918, the year we came home.

Even though | lost some friends on the way, and their families will have to get the devastating
message. But | came home proud to fight, | came home to be proud of who | am, | came home
proud to do anything for my family, and all the other families out there, as they trusted me to fight
and protect.

I rushed to the door and gave it a knock, KNOCK, KNOCK, KNOCK. My two little girls raced to the
door hoping it was me. “Dad, you.. You came back”. “Of course nothing would take me away from
you”. On the 11th day of the 11th month, on the 11th hour we will remember. The day the soldiers
came home. We gather around as one big town to remember families and friends, who fought and
who risked their lives for us.

Clubs, Men’s Shed:
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JAPANESE DAY - WEDNESDAY 5™ NOVEMBER

A very exciting and creative time was had by
all students on Japanese Day as they
rotated around a range of 'hands on'

Japanese Cultural activities including Mochi

making, lkebana, Kabuki Mask making, Anime

Drawing and Karaoke.

In the afternoon after lunch more fun was
had in the Japanese Games session where
the children played the traditional Japanese
games of "Fukuwarai," "Ton-Ton Zumo" and a
clever "Mochi Hand Clapping Game." Those
who chose not to play the games were
treated to an Anime Film viewing showing
Studio Ghibli masterpiece, "My Neighbour
Totoro."

If you fancy checking out the amazing lkebana (Japanese Flower Arrangements) created
on the day, please come inside and have a look. They are outside the front office. You
could also have a go at making Mochi with your children at home.

Thanks to the staff who ran activities, the parents who volunteered to come along and
help, those who brought along plant material for the ikebana and the parents who helped
their children with costumes. It was a fantastic day!




Grade Prep-2 Kickball

Friday 7" November 2025
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Fundraising news

Shopping Spree, Thursday 27th November: With less than three weeks until our annual Shopping Spree
fundraiser, now is the time to buy your tickets! Pop into the office to purchase them or use the online link in the ad
below.

AN EVENING OF SHOPPING AND FUN IM
THE S5TREETS OF MALDON

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 27th, 2025
5.15pm to 8.00pm

FOREET MELBOURME
FORGET BENDIGO Exclusive discounts
SHOP FOR CHRISTMAS IN MALDON! from
participating
traders and a huge
raffle on the ni;?l*r
Ticket price include icket
a Malde:mh:p;:n:g b:g Ti = $20
discount vouchers, i . .
refreshments and music Tickets available
ing and a free ticket i
L e at the office or

https:/www.trybooking.com/DETCG)

Fundraizer Supparting - "FruT
=l T

Invites you to enter the
Maldon Community group &
Business open bowls Tournament

DATE- Sunday November 23™

Start time- 10.30am

This tournament is open to non-bowlers from Local Businesses
& Groups.

Please gat a group of three or maore people to represent your
‘group’ for a fun day of bowls. All equipment supplied.

BBQ available, Bar will be open
Entry fee: $5 per player

Cash Prizes per winning teams
First $200 Plus Trophy , Second $90, Third $§60, Fourth $30

Contact- maldonbowls@outlook.com P. Secretary 0438067027
TROPHY SPOMSORED BY: Community Bank Maldon Bendigo Bank Iz|




Join us for a free

Community
Christmas
Lunch

Thursday 25 December 2025

Hosted by Castlemaine Community House and friends
12.30pm to 2.30pm
Castlemaine Town Hall, 25 Lyttleton Street
(entry via Frederick Street)
Quiet seating available at the Senior Citizens Centre
Share a delicious meal with good company
on Christmas Day.

Come alone or bring your family and friends.
Everyone welcome for music, activities and festivities.
To RSVP, book transport or find out more,
call 5472 4842 or email reception@cch.org.au

You can also volunteer your time or make a donation.

For more Information

scan the QR code.
CASTLEMAINE b ‘}.-—
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Castlemaine """" Health

Walk Against Violence

Wednesday 10 December, 9.30am to 10.30am
Castlemaine Botanical Gardens

16 Days of Activism runs every year from 25 November

to 10 December, raising awareness and encouraging
communities to take action to end gender-based violence.
Join us to amplify the message that violence has no place
in our community - and that together, we can create
change.

Meet at the rotunda by the lake at 9.30am to hear from
Council's Director of Healthy Communities and Centre

for Non-Violence, followed by a group walk around the
gardens. Be part of a community photo and participate in
a park sing along with our local Pub Sing crew.

People of all genders welcome - bring your friends, family
and workmates. Wear orange and bring a banner or walk
with our community banner.

WWW, ntalexander.vic.gov. Days-Activism




