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Be kind, be brave, be your best
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Principal’s Chat

Hi everyone,

Today our students will take part in the final session of this year’s
Clubs Program. This program has been a real highlight for students
and staff, providing a wonderful opportunity to connect with several
local community groups in Maldon. We extend our sincere thanks to the
Maldon Men’s Shed, the Maldon Croquet Club and the Maldon Bowling Club
for their support and involvement. We truly appreciate the extra time and
planning our community groups contribute to make this program such a
success, and we hope it has been as rewarding for them as it has been for
our school. We look forward to continuing these meaningful partnerships in
2026. We also thank Kirby for running the choir club, and Phil and Lauren for
their work in leading the gardening and cooking club.

With the weather set to heat up soon, we are reminded we are coming
into the summer season. We have included a link to our Bushfire
Preparedness Policy for you to familiarise yourself with https://
maldonps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Bushfire-Preparedness-
Policy-2025.pdf. The most important takeaway from this document is
that parents need to be aware that if there is a Catastrophic Fire Danger
Rating day forecast for the Mount Alexander Shire Local Government
Area the school will be CLOSED. The school regularly undertakes
emergency drills to prepare staff and students (and any visitors onsite at the
time) for a variety of emergency situations including bushfire. This term staff
and students participated in a bushfire emergency drill to ensure we have
appropriate practices in place.

This week’s whole school behaviour focus is: | am a positive role
model (Be your best). This focus will be taught through our Respectful
Relationships program, but also through our every day discussions with the
students. The ‘I can’ statements we will be working towards are:

| am respectful

I look out for others

| include others

| do the right thing even when no one is watching
| am honest

| am proud of myself and my actions

| use kind words

| treat people how | like to be treated.

| have included links to articles to give parents/carers some tips and
strategies about why children behave in certain ways and how we can
encourage positive behaviour.

Peer pressure & peer influence: teens | Raising Children Network

Parents: role models & influences on teens | Raising Children Network

THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.

Wednesday 19th November

° 2026 Prep transition #2,
9.15am-10.45am

o School Council, 6.30pm

Friday 21st November
° Friday Fundraiser

° Muckleford Cricket Club
clinic, Grades 3-6

o NO Assembly

Wednesday 26th November
° 2026 Prep transition #3,
9.15am-10.45am

Thursday 27th November
° Shopping Spree
fundraiser, 5.15pm

Friday 28th November
° Friday Fundraiser

° Muckleford Cricket Club
clinic, Grades 3-6

° Assembly, Prep/1
presenting

Monday 1st December

o Bendigo Cinemas
excursion, all grades

UPCOMING EVENTS

Thursday 4th December
School Council dinner

Friday 5th — Thursday 18th Dec
Water Awareness program

Tuesday 9th December
Statewide transition day (all students)

Thursday 11th December
Class expos, 9-10.15am

Monday 15th December
Grade 6 graduation


https://maldonps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Bushfire-Preparedness-Policy-2025.pdf
https://maldonps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Bushfire-Preparedness-Policy-2025.pdf
https://maldonps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Bushfire-Preparedness-Policy-2025.pdf
https://raisingchildren.net.au/teens/behaviour/peers-friends-trends/peer-influence
https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/behaviour/encouraging-good-behaviour/being-a-role-model

Your child’s attendance rate will be recorded in their
Semester Report at the end of the year. Sometimes there are
very good reasons why a student can’t come to school. Other
times students are reluctant to come to school or frequently ask
to have days off. To help ensure your child’s success, here
are some TOP ATTENDANCE TIPS FOR PARENTS:

* Schools want to work in partnership with parents — act early if
you have any concerns about your child’s attendance or
wellbeing by contacting the school and asking for advice and
support

* It is a good idea to have open and prompt communication with
your child’s school about all absences

* Remember that every day counts

* There is no safe number of days for missing school — each day
a student misses puts them behind and can affect their
educational outcomes and their social connectedness

* Talk positively about school and the importance of attending
every day

* Avoid making routine medical and dental appointments during
the school day or planning family holidays during the term

By working together, we can help your child achieve their full
potential! As we approach the end of the year, families may be
planning holidays during school days. Please note that, in line
with Department of Education procedures, a ‘'Family
Holiday' can only be recorded as an approved absence if
the parent has notified the school in advance, agreed to a
Student Absence Learning Plan and the principal has
approved the absence. If this process is not followed, the
absence will be classified as 'Parent Choice Unauthorised’.

Student Support Group (SSG) meetings are set meetings to
support students with a disability and/or diverse learning
needs. It is a partnership between schools, parents/carers,
relevant agencies and the student (where appropriate). These
meetings are held each term and classroom teachers are
released from their normal classroom duties to attend the
meeting. The SSG meeting date for this term is Wednesday
10" December and bookings are now open on uEducateUs
for parents/carers who have a child with a disability or
diverse learning needs, a child of indigenous background or
a child in out-of-home care. If this date is unsuitable for you
and you require a booking, please phone the office for an
alternative time. If you are unsure if you should be booking an
SSG meeting, please contact the school.

As we move into the transition period for our kinder
children starting primary school and our Grade 6 students
heading off to secondary school, | thought it would be a
good time to share some helpful articles for parents and
carers on this topic.

Starting secondary school or high school | Raising Children
Network

Primary school: preparing children | Raising Children Network

Take care
Alisa

Classroom Values awards

L to R: Martha, Pheebe, Jack and Patrick

Birthdays
Alice

Gotcha awards



https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/school-education/school-choosing-starting-moving/starting-secondary-school
https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/school-education/school-choosing-starting-moving/starting-secondary-school
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/school-learning/school-choosing-starting-moving/starting-school

Reminders

Back to School 2026 contributions, Acceptable Use Agreement and Local excursion consent forms are
now overdue. Please complete any outstanding forms for your child and return to the office
immediately.

Young Leaders Friday FUNdraiser

Please leave orders with your classroom teacher.

Available each Friday are: Sausage roll $3.50 and Juice Box $1.50

Bendigo Cinemas excursion permission (all students) on uEducateUs is due by Wednesday 26th
November

. Water awareness program permission (all students) on uEducateUs is due by Friday 28th November

Buy a book from
Book Club
to help build
our classroom
resources

orders are due: LS 3o

. Mango delivery will occur in the first week of December. The exact date of delivery will be
communicated to families when it is known!

o 2026 Stationery pack orders need to be placed directly with Education Plus by Friday 12th December,
2025.

What’s happening in the classroom?

Weekly awards: The following students will be receiving awards at assembly NEXT week:

P/1: Amelia for always being kind and respectful to her peers and respecting personal space (be kind)
1/2: Owen for always being kind to his fellow classmates and respecting their personal space (be kind)
3/4: Ollie for always being a respectful, kind and positive role model (be kind)

5/6: Maci for demonstrating respect by always using kind words and actions. Maci creates a positive, calm
environment for everyone (be kind)

Art: Mackenzie for the time, effort and creativity she put into her sunflower painting

Performing Arts: Nicholas for the amazing amount of effort he has put into his music genre presentation

Clubs, Choir:
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Something which may interest our families...
Free public transport: From 1 January 2026, people aged under 18 can travel free on all Victorian public
transport services using a new youth myki card. This includes trams, trains, buses and coach services.

To access free travel, they must tap the myki card on and off each time they travel. For areas that do not use myki
cards, they must show their myki card to travel free.

More information about the youth myki card will be available later in Term 4, 2025 — refer to the myki types webpage
on the Transport Victoria website.

Fundraising news

Shopping Spree, Thursday 27th November: With just over a week until our annual Shopping Spree
fundraiser, now is the time to buy your tickets! Pop into the office to purchase them or use the online link in the ad
below.

Maldon Shopping Spree

AN EVEMIMG OF SHOPFIMNG AMD FUMN IM
THE 5TREETS OF MALDOM

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 27th, 2025
5.15pm to 8.00pm

FORSET MELBOURME
FOREET BENDIEO Exclusive discounts
SHOP FOR CHRISTMAS IMN MALDOM! fr"?m )
participating
traders and a huae
raffle on the night
Ticket price includes Tickets $2‘ﬂ

a Malden shepping bag,
discount vouchers,

refrechments and music Tickets available
zhopping and a free ticket at the office or

in the raffle on the night

online

https: { fwwiw. tryb oo king. com/ DT 00

Fundraizer Supporting
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- is locusof o
FRIENDSHIP vou;op::: in your LY, R

Sometimes we can’t control what others do
— but we can control how we react.

You get to choose whether to stay calm, be
kind, or ask for help. That’s your inner
control power - your locus of control.

Why It Makes Us Strong

People who focus on their locus of control
are some of the most resilient people!

That means when things go wrong, they
don’t give up — they think, “What can | do to
make this better?” and try again. They stay
calm, kind, and confident, even when things
are tough

That’s how real Friendship Heroes build
strong, happy, and resilient relationships.




What’s happening in the Community?

‘With thanks to

KiCKS &
SHAKES

You're invited to Kicks & Shakes 3rd Birthday!

“YEGEIE OPTIONS

FRIDAY 5 DECEMBER
AT CHEWTON SOLDIERS MEMORIAL PARK
Bring a picnic rug, buy a raffie ticket and let's play some soccer!

www.castlemainegoldfieldsfe.net.au

Qe
Maldon Bowling Club

Invites you to enter the

Maldon Community group &
Business open bowls Tournament

DATE- Sunday November 23"
Start time- 10.30aml

This tournament is open to non-bowlers from Local Businesses
& Groups.

Please get a group of three or more people to represent your
‘group’ for a fun day of bowls. All equipment supplied.

BBQ available, Bar will be open
Entry fee: $5 per player

Cash Prizes per winning teams
First $200 Plus Trophy , Second $90, Third $60, Fourth $30

Contact- maldonbowls@outlook.com  P. Secretary 0438067027

TROPHY SPOMSORED BY. Community Bank Maldon Bendigo Bank .

Join us for a free

Community
Christmas
Lunch

Thursday 25 December 2025

Hosted by Castlemaine Community House and friends

12.30pm to 2.30pm
Castlemaine Town Hall, 25 Lyttleton Street
(entry via Frederick Street)
Quiet seating available at the Senior Citizens Centre

Share a delicious meal with good company
on Christmas Day.

Come alone or bring your family and friends.
Everyone welcome for music, activities and festivities.

To RSVP, book transport or find out more,
call 5472 4842 or email receptioni@cch.org.au

You can also volunteer your time or make a donation.

For more Information
scan the QR code.
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