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Principal’s Chat

Hi everyone,

We had a great day yesterday attending the Bendigo Cinemas to
celebrate the students’ exemplary behaviour for the year. Unfortunately
the weather was wet and cold, so we didn’t get to visit the playground at
Lake Weroona, however the students were happy to have some free time
back at school instead. The students should feel very proud of themselves
for the way they have upheld our school values throughout the year, making
our school a calm and safe space for everyone.

Last Thursday’s Shopping Spree was another fantastic event! It was
wonderful to see lots of people coming together to support both our
school and the local businesses in Maldon. | would like to thank Sarah
Liston and Debra Watson for co-ordinating the event. Thank you also to the
many parents who assisted Sarah in some way or other to ensure the night
was a success. Some more people and organisations to thank: Maldon
Newsagency and Beatons Store for selling tickets before the event; the
retailers for opening on the night and donating generously to our raffle;
Urban Dust hat bar & boutique for donating the lucky door prize; the Maldon

THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.

Wednesday 3rd December

° 2026 Prep transition #4,
9.00am-11.30am

Thursday 4th December

° School Council dinner,
6pm

Friday 5th December

° Friday Fundraiser

° Water Awareness

commences, all grades
° NO Assembly

Monday 8th December

o Christmas assembly,
9.05am to 9.35am

° Water Awareness, all
grades

Tuesday 9th December

° 2026 Prep transition #5,
9am-12.30pm

° Statewide transition
day, all classes

° Water awareness, all
grades

UPCOMING EVENTS

Thursday 11th December
Class expos, 9-10.15am

Monday 15th December
Grade 6 graduation
Thursday 18th December
Swimming Carnival

Friday 19th December
Crazy Hair day

Grade 6 guard of honour, 1.15pm

Hotel for their support of the event and for donating the Rose Magnum for TR e fm—"

the lucky chair prize; the Maldon Brass Band for their festive music; Callum



Buchanan, Liam Anton and Will Zantuck for operating the drinks wheelbarrow. A huge thank you to approximately
130 shoppers who attended! With everyone’s support, we raised around $3,000 for our school, making the
night a great success. We couldn’t have done it without the wonderful contributions from our local
businesses, volunteers and the community. Thank you all for your generosity!

Don’t forget we have our Water Awareness program starting this Friday. Students have been allocated to
groups based on the parent swimming form, as well as last year’s grouping. The swimming instructors will assess the
children in the first two sessions and will move them into different groups if required. Let’s hope the storms stay away
and the water temperature is warm enough to enable the students to have the full ten days of the program. Please
remember to pack some extra food for your child in case they are hungry after their lesson. Also, for sun safety, all
students are required to wear a rash vest or t-shirt. Our Swimming Carnival is planned for the 18" December, the
last day of the program, and parents/carers are invited to this event. We do, however, request that parents
do not go to the pool on lesson days as this often unsettles the children.

Our prep transition program is well underway with the kinder children coming up for their fourth session
tomorrow with Melissa. This session is slightly longer, so that the kinder children experience play time. | will also be
holding a 2026 prep parent/carer information session in the library from 9:15am to give our new parents/carers an
overview of our school and explain why it is such a great place to learn. All other students will find out their 2026
teacher next Tuesday 9th December on Step Up Day. Next week the teachers will participate in transition
meetings with each other to share information about students. This ensures there is a smooth transition for all
students from this year to next.

With things such as transition and swimming happening, this week’s whole school values focus of ‘Il take on
new challenges and have a go’ (Be brave) fits perfectly. Some of the things students will be working towards are:

| try new things,

If | fail or lose, | have another go and keep trying,
| can use positive self talk,

| can be brave and step out of my comfort zone.

We know that change can be difficult and some students find it very hard to try new things or to push through when
something doesn’t work. | have included some links to articles with information and some tips for parents/carers.

Resilience in pre-teens & teenagers | Raising Children Network

Self-esteem in children 1-8 years | Raising Children Network

At our recent School Council meeting, we shared our 2025 School Performance Report. The Department of
Education hasgathered various data sets, including NAPLAN results, the Parent Opinion Survey, the Attitudes to
School student survey and Teacher Judgements, to assess our school's performance in both Learning and
Wellbeing. We are delighted to report that the results are something we can all be very proud of. Our school
is performing exceptionally well again this year, which reflects the hard work and dedication of our students,
staff and the entire school community.

2025 School Performance Report

Maldon Primary School
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https://raisingchildren.net.au/teens/development/social-emotional-development/resilience-in-teens
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/behaviour/understanding-behaviour/about-self-esteem

We also shared the Parent Opinion Survey data, which shows outstanding growth and strong support from
our school community. Many areas, including communication, student wellbeing, and school pride, achieved 100%
satisfaction this year. There have been remarkable improvements in areas such as teacher communication (rising
from 66% in 2023 to 100% in 2025) and school improvement (up from 73% to 94%). These results highlight the
positive relationships and shared commitment between families, staff and students to create a supportive and
engaging learning environment. Thank you to all families who took part — your feedback helps us continue to
celebrate what’s working well and focus on what matters most for our students.

Parent/caregiver Opinion Survey data -

Positive endorsement %

2022 2023 2024 2025
Parent/Carer participation and involvement | 86 90 94 100
Parent/Carer support in Learning 82 100
School Communication 88 86 92 100
Teacher Communication 86 66 89 100
General Satisfaction 90 82 95 100
Physical Environment 93 100 100 100
School Improvement 78 73 86 94
School Pride and Confidence 93 82 95 100
High Expectations for success 88 82 95 94
Student Motivation and Support 83 84 84 100
Stimulating Learning Environment 81 82 91 100
Effective Teaching 78 76 90 97
Student Agency and Voice 81 69 85 93
Confidence and Resiliency Skills 87 82 95 100
Managing Bullying 81 73 80 100
Not Experienced Bullying 70 63 73 78
Promoting Positive Behaviour 90 80 93 100
Respect for Diversity 86 77 91 100
Student Wellbeing and Support 93 98
Student Connectedness S0 93 94 100
Positive Transitions 85 75 93 100
Take care
Alisa
Reminders
o Back to School 2026 contributions, Acceptable Use Agreement and Local excursion consent forms are
now overdue. Please complete any outstanding forms for your child and return to the office
immediately.

o 2026 Stationery pack orders need to be placed directly with Education Plus by Friday 12th December,
2025.

Young Leaders Friday FUNdraiser

Please leave orders with your classroom teacher.

Available each Friday are: Sausage roll $3.50 and Juice Box $1.50




What’s happening in the classroom?

Weekly awards: The following students will be receiving
awards at assembly this week:

P/1: Pippa for always helping her peers and cooperating well in
group tasks (be kind)

1/2: Hayden for confidently sharing his work with his peers (be
your best)

3/4: Harry for always including others in the classroom and
playground (be kind)

5/6: Blake for taking turns and compromising to help his team
succeed (be kind)

Art: Mara for the way she helped her peers make their
Christmas crowns

Performing Arts: Nash and Lelu for their dedication to
learning the class Christmas song

Last week’s assembly:

CRAZY HAIR
DAY

FRIDAY 19TH DECEMBER

LAST DAY OF TERM
NOT A FUNDRAISER!

Birthdays

Mackenzie and Hudson

Gotcha awards




Kindness and Compassion - Key Skills for Mental Fitness

Our Smiling Mind lessons this fortnight are focusing on something really powerful—
kindness and self-compassion. Students are learning how to treat themselves with the
same care and understanding they'd usually show a friend. These are essential skills for

building mental fitness.

You can keep the conversation going at home by asking your child, “What kind words did

you say to yourself today?”

BOOK

But We're Not Lions by Karen Young

The book encourages children to question
labels, rigid rules, and assumptions about
how individuals should behave.

Likewise, gender equality requires
challenging gender stereotypes

The story models the idea that you don't
have to fit into a predefined role, which is
central to breaking gender-based
expectations.

Valuing individuality and diversity
The characters realize they are not all the
same and that each individual brings
something unique.
This mirrors how gender equality
emphasises:
¢ Accepting diverse identities and
expressions
* Respecting people who don't fit
traditional gender norms

Karen Young writes in a way that makes
complex ideas easy for children to understand.
Her stories and illustrations gently explain what
happens in our brains and bodies when we feel
worried, scared, or overwhelmed—something
many children (and adults!) can relate to.
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Thank you

. To the Baker family for arranging the donation of over 20 footballs to the school. Much appreciated!

What’s happening in the Community?

i 'MALDON GOLF CLUB “3

Chloustmas Cheer is on the way
Community Christmas Celebration
Sunday 7 December starting 3pm

From 3pm:

« Food truck catering: fish &
chips, wraps, desserts

+ Live music from the Complete
Unknowns

+ Refreshments from the bar

Special visitor for the kids
at4.30pm!

For the kids:

- Grassed play area for play or
= bike riding
4 - Freezooper doopers, juices
t  and Christmas lollies

» Showbag with Christmas i
drawings and colouring pencils

7 Organise your table of friends, famiyjcllib or

workmates. Tables can be pre- -booked.
= oy

EVERYBODY WELCOME' FREE ADMISSION!

e

Contact: 0412 272 181

Back to School
with
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@ Surefit
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Every child is expertly and personally fitted
with top quality brands. C !, Aks
Monday - Friday gam-5pm - 23 High Street, Kyneto
Satz:rdaygas;n»zpmp ® 3 '3;541:;-'09? ~ 2



R AR E R |
Maldon Bowling Club

2025 : PY
COMMUNITY “ §

CHRISTMAS

FREE

on ICE CREAM

VOUCHER ON
ENTRY

XMAS

rarrle  FRI

LIVE MUSIC

e
Mount Alexander Eventsponsored by Mount Alexander Shire
nire Counarl Community Christmas Celebration Grant

Join us for a free

Community
Christmas
Lunch

Thursday 25 December 2025

Hosted by Castlemaine Community House and friends

12.30pm to 2.30pm
Castlemaine Town Hall, 25 Lyttleton Street
(entry via Frederick Street)
Quiet seating available at the Senior Citizens Centre
Share a delicious meal with good company
on Christmas Day.

Come alone or bring your family and friends.
' Everyone welcome for music, activities and festivities.

To RSVP, book transport or find out more,
call 5472 4842 or email reception@cch.org.au

You can also volunteer your time or make a donation.

For more Information

scan the QR code.
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