
THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.  

 

Wednesday 10th December 

• Water Awareness, all 

grades 
 

Thursday 11th December 

• Class expos, 9am-

10.15am 

• Water Awareness, all 

grades 

 

Friday 12th December 

• Last day for ordering 

stationery packs 

• NO Friday Fundraiser 

• Water Awareness, all 

grades 

• NO Assembly 
 

Monday 15th December 

• Water Awareness, all 

grades 

• Grade 6 graduation, 

6pm 
 

Tuesday 16th December 

• Water Awareness, all 

grades 

 

 

Principal’s Chat 

Hi everyone,  

We enjoyed a wonderful Christmas assembly yesterday morning, with 

students entertaining the audience with impressive dancing, singing 

and musical performances. A big thank you to Kirby for preparing the 

students for their Christmas items. Thank you also to Roger and his guitar 

students, as well as the singers who accompanied them. We extend our 

appreciation to Vinnie for his work throughout the year, and to the Maldon 

Brass Band for continuing to provide such a valuable opportunity for our 

students. Our brass band students have made great progress this year and 

have proudly performed at a number of community events. We hope you 

enjoyed the assembly. 

 

The Southern Cross Lodge Maldon has once again donated two $500 

Citizenship Awards to two grade 5 students who always display our 

school values, are connected with the community and are genuinely 

great citizens. These scholarships were first awarded in 2020 and are 

named after two special men from the Maldon Southern Cross Masonic 

Lodge, Les Sheehan and Ernie Bell. I would like to congratulate both 

Nash and Layla who have been awarded these scholarships for the 

2026 school year. Both of these students are great role models for their 

peers and younger students. They are always there to support others, they 

are kind and accept people for who they are and they try their best at all 

times. This year the Southern Cross Lodge has created a new Grade 3 

scholarship of $300 for a student who shows great effort, resilience 

and dedication to learning. Dakotah is the recipient of this new 

scholarship. Dakotah, Nash and Layla and their families are invited to a 

special awards ceremony followed by a dinner at the Masonic Lodge this 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

 

 

 

Thursday 18th December 

Swimming Carnival, 11am-2pm 
 

Friday 19th December 

Crazy Hair day 

Grade 6 guard of honour, 1.15pm 

Last day term 4, 1.30pm dismissal 
 

Thursday 22nd January 

Stationery pack pick up day, 8am-

10am and 2pm to 4pm 
 

Wednesday 28th January 

First day of term 1, all students      

required at school including Preps 

 



Thursday night. Les’ and Ernie’s widows, Jean and Lois, will be 

present to award the students with their scholarships. I would 

like to thank the Southern Cross Lodge and Freemasons 

Victoria for sponsoring these scholarships and 

acknowledging the great citizens we have at our school. 

This week’s whole school behaviour focus is: I am a good 

sport and show great sportsmanship (Be your best). This 

value builds onto last week’s value about taking on challenges 

and also links in perfectly with our swimming program and 

transition program. Some of the ‘I can’ statements the students 

will be working towards are – 

I accept the rules and play fairly,  

If I go out, I move on quickly,  

I accept the umpire’s decision,  

I encourage others,  

I have a go at new things. 

Here is an article for parents/carers that gives strategies to 

encourage a positive attitude in sport Sport: encouraging a good 

attitude in kids | Raising Children Network. 

Today, students ‘stepped up’ into their 2026 classes with 

their peers and teachers. It was a very successful morning, 

with all students excited and ready for a fresh start. Our 

2026 Prep students also had the opportunity to meet and spend 

time with their buddies during the day. This marks the end of 

our transition sessions for the 2026 Preps, and we look forward 

to welcoming them back at the beginning of the new school 

year. 

Our staffing for 2026 is: 

Principal – Alisa Burdett 

Business Manager – Debra Watson 

Grade Prep/1 teacher – Melissa Usher 

Grade 1/2 teacher – Callum Arrowsmith 

Grade 3/4 teacher – Jesse Berry-Smith 

Grade 5/6 teachers – Lauren Peeler and a new teacher 

Performing Arts, Visual Arts and Phys Ed teacher – Kirby 

Kneebone 

Japanese Language teacher – Sharyn Morrice 

Education Support Staff – Zoe Aldridge, Anna Robertson, 

Nancy Douglas and Phil Timms.  

We are currently working through the recruitment process for 

our other grade 5/6 teacher and we will inform the school 

community as soon as this has been finalised. We are 

farewelling Bree Brown, who has been teaching at our 

school since the middle of Term 1. Bree will be returning to 

her base school in Castlemaine. I would like to thank Bree for 

her commitment and for providing our students with stability 

throughout the year. She has been a wonderful collaborator and 

has fitted seamlessly into our school community. We wish Bree 

all the very best, and we hope to see her at future interschool 

sporting events. Carmen Bunting has been our Mental Health 

 

Classroom Values, Performing Arts and 

Art awards 

Back row L to R: 

Hayden, Owen and Ollie 

Front row L to R: Amelia, Mara, Pippa,  

Nicholas and Harry 

Absent: Blake, Nash, Lelu, Maci and  

Mackenzie 

 

Birthdays 

Back row L to R: Leon and Pheebe 

Front row L to R: Mara, Mabel, Patrick and  

Thomas 

 

 

 

Gotcha awards 

 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/play-media-technology/active-play/sport-positive-attitude
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/play-media-technology/active-play/sport-positive-attitude


and Wellbeing Leader this year and will be moving into a similar role with another organisation in 2026. 

Carmen has provided support to both staff, students and families, and we wish her every success in her future 

endeavours. 

This Thursday we will be holding our Class Expos. We encourage families to come into the classrooms and 

celebrate the range of work that the students are excited to share with you. Just a reminder that the expos are open 

to anyone and if parents/carers cannot attend they are encouraged to send grandparents, friends etc. to view the 

expos! Classrooms will be open from 9:00 to 10:15am. 

    Take care 

       Alisa 

 

Reminders 

• Unexplained student absence forms have been sent home with relevant students today. Please 

complete these forms and return to the office by Friday 12th December. 

• 2026 Stationery pack orders need to be placed directly with Education Plus by Friday 12th December, 

2025. 

 

Can you help? 

• Kirby is looking for A3 and A4 frames to use for displaying student artwork at The Taproom in Castlemaine 

over the summer holidays. If you have any frames you are willing to donate or loan to the school please bring 

them to the office by Friday 12th December. If you would like the frames returned in 2026 please ensure that 

your name is on the back! 

 

What’s happening in the classroom? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





What’s happening in the Community? 






