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Principal’s Chat

Hi everyone,

Last night we celebrated our Grade 6 students as they completed their
primary school journey. A big thank you to Lauren and Bree for organising
the event and to Kirby for her help with the preparations. On behalf of the
staff and community | would like to wish the grade 6 students all the best for
next year at secondary school and into the future. We hope that Maldon
Primary School has been one special chapter in their life with many more
exciting things to come! Goodbye and good luck to Mason, Rilen, Lelu,
Scarlett, Martha, Blake, Cohen, Oliver, Hattie, Liam, Edie, Maci and
Bjorn. We would also like to bid farewell to five families as their
youngest child finishes primary school: the Edward Lyford-Pike, Gross,
Kinross, Mew and Thompson families. Thank you for your trust, support
and all the contributions you've made to the school during your time here.

We are very fortunate to announce a scholarship donated by
Castlemaine Blue Light Disco Inc. This scholarship is worth $100 and will
be awarded each year for the next nine years to a grade 5 student who
displays a helpful community spirit towards others, at school or in the local
community, is kind, respectful, inclusive and is prepared to stand up and do
the right thing. This year Nicholas is the recipient of this award. Nicholas
participates in a number of community groups, including the netball club, the
brass band, Kids Club and the Maldon Show. He is always kind, respectful
and inclusive of others at school and in the community. Thank you to the
Castlemaine Blue Light Disco Inc. for the scholarship.

This term the students have had a great range of experiences. These
included:

Grade 5/6 camp to Roses Gap

Regional Athletics (selected students)

Community Clubs program

Grade 1/2 Boomerang Ranch camp

Division Cricket (selected students)

St John'’s First Aid sessions

Victorian High Abilities program (selected students)

THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.
Wednesday 17th December

° Water Awareness, all
grades
° Class parties, all grades

Thursday 18th December

° Swimming Carnival,
11am-2pm

Friday 19th December

o Crazy Hair Day

° Gr 6 Graduation movies,
9am

o NO Friday Fundraiser
o NO Assembly

° Grade 6 Guard of
Honour, 1.15pm

° Last day term 4, 1.30pm
finish

UPCOMING EVENTS

Thursday 22nd January
Stationery pack pick up day, 8am-
10am and 2pm to 4pm

Wednesday 28th January
First day of term 1, all students
required at school including Preps



Muckleford Cricket Club 5 week program (Grades 3-6)
RSL Writing Competition (Grade 5/6)

Day for Daniel and eSafety session

Japanese Day

Interschool Kickball for Grades Prep-2

Remembrance Day service (Grades 3-6 and choir group)
Step Up Day

Whole School reward to the Bendigo Cinemas

Class Expos

Water Awareness program and Swimming Carnival

These experiences provide students with valuable opportunities to learn beyond the classroom, challenge
themselves, form strong relationships and discover new interests and strengths. Together, these experiences
support student wellbeing, encourage resilience and teamwork, and help create engaged, well-rounded learners.

On Thursday we have our Swimming Carnival from 11am-2pm. The swimming carnival will be held in two parts:
the first half of the event will feature our younger students, followed by the participation of the older students in the
second half. We invite parents and family members to come along and encourage the students in their activities.

A reminder that our Grade 6 movies will be played on Friday at 9am in the Grade 5/6 room and the Guard of
Honour at 1.15pm will conclude the school year.

As the year comes to a close, | would like to thank our School Council members for their ongoing support in
helping the school deliver the best possible education for our students. Thank you to Coby Cox (School
Council President), Emma Karst, Glen Ballinger, Alistair McGrath-Kerr, Damien Pitts and Nick Schulz. Thanks also to
our staff school councillors - Melissa Usher and Debra Watson. Thank you to our staff, parents and carers, and
students for the many ways you display our school values each day. Your commitment to kindness, respect,
and responsibility plays a vital role in shaping the positive, calm and supportive culture we are proud of at
our school. Together, we have created a wonderful environment for teaching and learning. | look forward to
continuing this work with you all in 2026 as we strive to provide the very best education for every student. Wishing
you a joyful Christmas and a relaxing break filled with special time with family and friends.

Take care
Alisa

What’s happening in the classroom?
Reading Certificates for 2025:

Congratulations to the following students for achieving such amazing reading results at home this year. Well done
for working at home to fill in your reading diaries and read most nights during the year.

225 Nights — Violet, Mackenzie, Noah, Pippa, Hugh, Wyn, Darcy O, James, Quinn

250 Nights — Myla, Zayde

275 Nights — Hazel, Mari, Evie, Ned, Rosie, Pheebe, Dakotah, Alex

300 Nights — Charlotte, Mia, Sam, Jaydah, Harry, Frances, Isobelle, Nate B, Mabel L, Leon, Emily, Ollie, Layla




Gotcha Totals for 2025:

Well done to all grades for reaching over 800 Gotchas for the year. Our whole school total for 2025 was 3368.
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CRAZY HAIR
DAY

FRIDAY 19TH DECEMBER
LAST DAY OF TERM

NOT A FUNDRAISER!




Community Connections

Art Exhibition, Shedshaker Brewery: Families are invited to the opening night of our school Art Exhibition at
Shedshaker Brewery, 9 Walker Street, Castlemaine, on Wednesday 17th December, 2025 from 5pm! Every student
has one piece of artwork on display, showcasing their creativity and hard work. The exhibition will stay at the
brewery until the end of January so if you can’t make opening night there’s plenty of time to come and enjoy the
incredible pieces.
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Community Christmas Lunch: Many of our students have created decorations for use at the Community
Christmas lunch in Castlemaine. Thank you to Kirby for encouraging students to spread the Christmas spirit!

Join us for a free

Community
Christmas
Lunch

Thursday 25 December 2025

Hosted by Castlemaine Community House and friends

12.30pm to 2.30pm
Castlemaine Town Hall, 25 Lyttleton Street
(entry via Frederick Street)
Quiet seating available at the Senior Citizens Centre

Share a delicious meal with good company
on Christmas Day.

Come alone or bring your family and friends.
‘ Everyone welcome for music, activities and festivities.
To RSVP, book transport or find out more,
call 5472 4842 or email reception@cch.org.au
You can also volunteer your time or make a donation.

¥ For more Information

scan the QR code. Fo“ow us on
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Dont Forget!
Water Bottle, Recess, Lunch, Enclosed
Shoes, Sunsmart Clothes & Hat!

riday Sth Jan

: We are proudly partnered with
Bookings Essential - Limited Places Available
W We acknowledge that OSHC Adventures is Wurrung
~ Excursion Incursion InHouse = e s
Base Fee: $130.00 Base Fee: $130.00 Base Fee: $97.00 We wwoold e o sdaciledcn and i it s Tor (e
After Max CCS: $13.10 After Max CCS: $13.10 After Max CCS: $9.68 Dja Dja Wurrung People, the Traditional Owners of the land that we
stand on today.
Monday 22nd December Tuesday 23" Wednesday 24" December Merry Christmas We'll be Back for Adventure!
N INEMAS  CHRISTMAS CRAFT AND & e Qlfly« # Soe,

yaeelaivenes
.2'."..:..571‘..
A ORI T T
“wtartetbine
LA A b
b LAA T
“e o ®arens
NN
e .

™ ve
y Al
YN

: . ¥
\ :\*):“

Ah

WET ANDWILD- ACTION bt
PACKED DAY OF FUN FUN FUN ° %L

OUTDOOR OBSTACLE COURSE
FOR CHILDREN TO COMPLETE
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*Please note this is an indication only of the maximum Child Care Subsidy (CCS) a family may be entitled to. The amount of CCS you can get depends on your circumstances and the hourly rate cap set by
the Government. To find out if you are eligible, simply log into MyGov and complete your CCS A

Along with the programmed activity there will be a huge range of art & craft fun & games and amazing experiences during the day.

Enrol Today via our Website Bookings Vacation Care Opening Hours
www.oshcadventures.com.au Sessions of care can be made via the Monday: 7:30am - 6:00pm
Contact us Xap Smile App on your mobile phone Tuesday: 7:30am - 6:00pm
] Email: Admin@oshcadventures.com.au — or at www.xap.rocks Wednesday: 7:30am - 6:00pm
Epsom Service Phone: B All Bookings must be made via the app Thursday: :30am - 6:00pm
0493469114 or website Friday: 7:30am - 6:00pm
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Dont Forget!
Water Bottle, Recess, Lunch, Enclosed
Shoes, Sunsmart Clothes & Hat!

Bookings Essential - Limited Places Available Wea ate proudiy parthared with
 Excursion Incursion InHouse We acknowledge that OSHC Adventures is on Dja Dja Wurrung
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that we stand on today.

Monday 12th January Tyesday 13thJanuary ~  Wednesday 14th January ~  Thursday 15" January Friday 16* January
BENDIGO CINEMAS B = mamr St raLswr W—

PLAYGROUNDS MAKE TEAMS AND SHOW US
THE GRAND PRIX OF EUROPE PLAYGROUND YOURT. SKILLS
CRAWL

STEM AFTERNOON GET CREATIVE
WITH SCIENCE ACTIVITIES

2220

THE GREAT OSHC BAKE OFF

gam  ESCAPE ROOM..CAN YOU
SOLVE THE PUZZLES?

, Term 12026 k| BacktoSchool!
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“Please note this is an indication only of the maximum Child Care Subsidy (CCS) a family may be entitled to. The amount of CCS you can get d ds on your cir es and the hourly rate cap set by

the Government. To find out if you are eligible, simply log into MyGov and complete your CCS Assessment.
Along with the programmed activity there will be a huge range of art & craft fun & games and amazing experiences during the day.

Enrol Today via our Website Bookings Vacation Care Opening Hours
www.oshcadventures.com.au Sessions of care can be made via the Monday: 7:30am - 6:00pm
Contact us (A Xap Smile App on your mobile phone Tuesday: 7:30am - 6:00pm
Email: Admin@oshcadventures.com.au m’; or at www.xap.rocks Wednesday: 7:30am - 6:00pm
Epsom Service Phone: All Bookings must be made via the app Thursday: :30am - 6:00pm
0493469 114 or website Friday: 7:30am - 6:00pm
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