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Principal’s Chat

Hi everyone,

Welcome back to our school families and a warm welcome to our new
families for 2026. We have ten preps starting this year. Welcome to Ashley,
Charles, Colton, Ella, Harriet, Henry, Lewis, Mikaela, Scarlett and Tamara.
The school year has started smoothly with staff and students all
working on developing routines and setting expectations during our
Start Up Program. This is the main focus for everyone at school for the first
two weeks, to ensure that our learning environment is safe, supportive and
positive for everyone.

This week our whole school behaviour focus is: | try new things with a
positive attitude (Be brave). In class, the students will be discussing their
mindset and self talk, working on things such as:

| am brave enough to try new things

| have a go even if I'm not sure how things will turn out
| bounce back from mistakes or challenges

| keep a positive mindset

| try again

| encourage others to have a go

| help others.

| have included some articles below to give parents/carers some tips and
strategies to help build resilience.

Building resilience in children 3-8 years | Raising Children

Resilience in pre-teens & teenagers | Raising Children Network

| would like to welcome the following new and returning school staff:
Grade Prep/1 teacher — Melissa Usher

Grade 1/2 teacher — Callum Arrowsmith

Grade 3/4 teacher — Jesse Berry-Smith

Grade 5/6 teacher — Anna Bastowski (Monday to Wednesday, Friday)
and Lauren Peeler (Wednesday and Thursday)

Visual Arts teacher, Performing Arts teacher, Phys Ed teacher —
Kirby Kneebone (Tuesday to Thursday)
Japanese language teacher — Sharyn Morrice (Wednesday)

Business Manager — Debra Watson

Education Support Staff — Zoe Aldridge, Nancy Douglas, Phil Timms
and Anna Robertson

We know that learning is most effective when there is a positive,
supportive partnership between parents/carers and the school. Where a
positive partnership exists, parents/carers and teachers will feel comfortable
to discuss concerns, share strategies and problem solve together. Our
Parent Teacher Interviews (“Meet and Greet” meetings) are scheduled

THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.

Wednesday 4th February
° Prep rest day

Friday 6th February
o NO Friday Fundraiser
o NO Assembly

Tuesday 10th February
o Safer Internet day

UPCOMING EVENTS

Tuesday 17th February
CSEF and Student Information
forms due back at school

Wednesday 18th February

Parent Teacher interviews, 1.30pm-

5.30pm

Wednesday 18th February
School Council, 6.30pm

Wednesday 25th February

Parent Teacher interviews 3.15pm-

4.30pm

Thursday 26th February

Parent Teacher interviews 3.15pm-

4.30pm

Monday 9th March
Labour Day holiday

Monday 16th March
Curriculum Day #2

Monday 23rd March
Working Bee, 3.15pm-4.30pm

Tuesday 31st March
Class expos, 2.30-3.15pm


https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/development/school-age-social-emotional-development/resilience-how-to-build-it-in-children-3-8-years
https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/development/social-emotional-development/resilience-in-teens

for Wednesday 18" February (1:30pm-5:30pm) and Wednesday
25" and Thursday 26™ February (3:15pm-4:30pm). This is a great
opportunity to meet with your child’s classroom teacher to check how
your child has settled in so far, share your child’s strengths and
interests and discuss any concerns you have or any support you
might need to ensure your child has a successful school year.
Bookings open at 3pm today, so please log into uEducateUs to
book or phone the office for assistance with booking an
interview.

For students with additional needs, teachers meet with parents/
carers through Student Support Group (SSG) meetings. This
term SSG meetings are scheduled for Friday 27th February.
Parents/ carers who are required to attend these have been notified
on uEducateUs and bookings are now open. Please phone the office
if you need help with the booking process.

During the recent holidays we experienced some extremely hot
and windy conditions, and the Catastrophic Fire Danger Day
declared on January 9 was an important reminder of just how
vital clear communication is in emergencies. Our school uses
uEducateUs as our main communication platform. This is how
we share important information with families about events, updates
and any urgent situations affecting the school.

In the event of a bushfire or fire threat, the school follows strict safety
procedures to keep students and staff safe:

e We closely monitor the CFA warnings and fire danger ratings.

e |f a Catastrophic Fire Danger Rating Day is declared for the
Mount Alexander Shire Local Government Area the school will be
closed and families will be notified through uEducateUs the day
before.

e |f a fire occurs nearby during the school day, we follow our
emergency management plan, which may include sheltering in a
safe location, locking down or evacuating.

Families will be kept informed of updates or instructions through
uEducateUs notifications.

It is essential that all parents/carers are able to log in to
uEducateUs and have notifications turned on, so they receive
updates immediately. If you need any help accessing your
account or adjusting your notification settings, please contact
the school office. We are happy to help.

The school regularly undertakes emergency drills to prepare
staff and students (and any visitors onsite at the time) for a
variety of emergency situations including bushfire. This term
staff and students will participate in a bushfire emergency drill to
ensure that our procedures are effective, and everyone knows what
to do in an emergency.

The weather will continue to be hot over the next couple of weeks.
According to our extreme weather policy:

+ An extreme weather timetable may include no outdoor play,
shortening of outdoor play, limiting outdoor play to shaded/
undercover areas and limiting outdoor play to areas without trees.

« If the temperature is 38 degrees Celsius or above on the Bureau of
Meteorology website, an extreme weather timetable will be called
and children will not be permitted to play outside.

DATES FOR 2026

Social/Community events

Welcome Picnic
TBA
Easter Parade
Monday 6th April
Athletics Carnival
Friday 7th August
Special persons afternoon
TBA
Christmas Assembly
Monday 7th December
Swimming Carnival
Thursday 17th December

Curriculum Days
Monday 16th March
Monday 27th April
Friday 5th June
Monday 2nd November

Class expos
Tuesday 31st March, 2.30-3.15pm
Thursday 25th June, 9-10.50am
Thursday 17th Sept, 9.00-11.10am
Friday11th December, 9-10.15am

School Council meetings
18th February
18th March
20th May
17th June
19th August
16th September
21st October
18th November

Working Bees
Monday 23rd March, 3.15pm-4.30pm

School photos
Thursday 28th May

Camps
5/6 Urban Camp, June 17th-19th

3/4 Pioneer Settlement camp, October

14th-16th

Grade 1/2 Boomerang Ranch camp, TBA

Prep late night stay, Nov 12th

Fundraising Events
Mango fundraiser October

Shopping Spree, November 26th



* In instances where outdoor play is optional, staff will be rostered on to supervise both indoor and outdoor spaces.

You can access our Extreme Weather Policy here htips://maldonps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Extreme
-Weather-Policy-2024.pdf

Take care
Alisa

2026 Curriculum and Other Contributions

Thank you to the families who have made Curriculum and Other contributions for 2026. Your financial support is
invaluable and helps us to ensure your students are offered every educational opportunity possible as well as
ensuring that we can maintain and revitalise the school buildings and yard. These contributions are used to
supplement the funds received by the department to run our school.

Contributions can be made at any time throughout the year and the amount of the contribution is up to individual
families (all families indicated at the end of 2025 the contributions that they would be paying in 2026). Contributions
can be made in one lump sum or smaller amounts if that works for your budget. If you haven’'t yet made any
contributions but are able to do so please feel free to make payment at your convenience. Payment can be made by
cash, cheque, direct deposit, Bpay or Eftpos (2% surcharge applies). Please contact the office to obtain your Bpay
details or the school bank account details if you do not have them.

Office information

Student enrolment information forms: All students received a copy of their enrolment information to take
home yesterday. Please check all details on the form, make any necessary alterations, sign and date the front and
return it to the office by Tuesday 17th February.

uEducateUs: Maldon Primary School uses uEducateUs, an electronic communication system, to manage
absences, permission slips, newsletters, parent teacher interviews and other communication such as school
wide announcements in case of emergency. uEducateUs can be accessed on a computer and/or mobile
phone. The uEducateUs app is available for both Apple and Android devices from the relevant app store. It is VITAL
that all parents access and check uEducateUs on a regular basis. New families were emailed their login details
two weeks ago. Please ask Debra in the office if you need assistance in setting up or using uEducateUs. If any
families, new or existing, have lost or forgotten their login details please contact the office.

Each week on TUESDAY the newsletter will be published electronically, on both uEducateUs and the school
website https://maldonps.vic.edu.au/

The newsletter is our major form of home/school communication and it is vital that all families read it
weekly. If you would prefer a paper copy of the newsletter please contact the office and a paper copy will be sent
home weekly with your child.

Camps, Sport and Excursions fund: The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) helps to ensure that no
student misses out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities. Families
who hold a valid means tested concession card are eligible to apply. A special consideration category is also
available.

A payment of $400 for eligible primary school students will be paid directly to the school to be used towards camps,
sports and excursions costs for the benefit of students. Please note that this payment cannot be used for school
contributions, uniform etc.

In 2026 you will not need to resubmit an application form if you were a CSEF recipient at Maldon in 2025-

your information will just be rolled over. You will need to submit a new form if:

o Your child has just started at Maldon Primary School OR started at Maldon Primary School in 2025 but
did not apply for CSEF at Maldon.

o There has been a change in family circumstances such as a change of custody, change of name or
CRN or if new siblings are commencing at the school.

If your family is eligible to receive CSEF and you haven’t yet completed an application form, a CSEF form can be
obtained from the office. All applications are due back at school by Tuesday 17th February.

Please see Debra in the office if you have any questions regarding CSEF.


https://maldonps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Extreme-Weather-Policy-2024.pdf
https://maldonps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Extreme-Weather-Policy-2024.pdf
https://maldonps.vic.edu.au/

Bus Travellers: Most families with bus travellers have returned their forms for 2026. If you have not yet done so
please return your bus application form to the office by Friday 6th February so that an accurate 2026 bus roll
can be compiled. More information regarding the school bus route, and student eligibility to use it, is available from
the office.

Reminders

Mobile phones: A reminder that the Department of Education has in place a mobile phone ban that requires
students who bring mobiles phones to school to have them switched off and securely put away during school hours.

At Maldon Primary School we have a policy which requires any student who brings a phone to school to store them
in the phone lockers in the office for the duration of the school day.

This helps ensure that school is a learning environment free from unnecessary distractions and disruptions and we
ask that all our families support the implementation of this policy in our school. Please note that an exception to the
policy may be granted for a small number of students with particular health needs. A copy of our school‘s mobile
phone policy is available on the school website https://maldonps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Mobile-
Phones-Policy-2025.pdf

School bell and learning times:
A reminder to all parents/families of our school times:

8:45am Teacher supervision in yard (any children dropped at school prior to 8.45am will not be supervised by
school staff)

8:52am Get ready bell

8:55am Start learning bell

8:55am — 10:55am Learning session 1 (fruit break at 10am)
10:55am Eat morning tea in classroom
11:00am - 11:20am Outside play

11:20am — 12:50pm Learning session 2
12:50pm — 1:00pm Eat lunch in classroom
1:00pm — 1:45pm Outside play

1:45pm — 3:15pm Learning session 3

3:15pm School finishes

3:15pm — 3:30pm Teacher supervision in yard

It is important to be at school earlier than 8:55am to ensure the children have a successful day. It helps them
socialise with their peers, get organised for the day and get settled, ready to start learning when the bell
goes.

Please support your child in this and help them to be at school in time for the Get ready bell (8.52am).

School closure during the bushfire season: Our school has been identified as being at risk of bushfire or
grassfire and is a Category 3 school. Our school will close on a day forecasted as Catastrophic fire danger
rating in the Mount Alexander Shire Local Government area. Any information regarding potential or confirmed
Catastrophic fire danger days will be communicated to you by uEducateUs and/or a paper note. For further
information regarding bushfires and our school please read our Bushfire Preparedness Policy https:/
maldonps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Bushfire-Preparedness-Policy-2025.pdf

Annual privacy reminder for our school community: Our school collects and uses student and parent
personal information for standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy
and the Schools’ Privacy Collection Notice.

Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students Policy https://maldonps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/
uploads/2024/02/Photographing-Filming-and-Recording-Students-policy-2024.pdf describes how we collect and use
photographs, video and recordings of students. The policy also explains when parent consent is required and how it
can be provided and withdrawn. For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ privacy policy: information for

parents.



https://maldonps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Mobile-Phones-Policy-2025.pdf
https://maldonps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Mobile-Phones-Policy-2025.pdf
https://maldonps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Bushfire-Preparedness-Policy-2025.pdf
https://maldonps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Bushfire-Preparedness-Policy-2025.pdf
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
https://maldonps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Photographing-Filming-and-Recording-Students-policy-2024.pdf
https://maldonps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Photographing-Filming-and-Recording-Students-policy-2024.pdf
https://maldonps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Photographing-Filming-and-Recording-Students-policy-2024.pdf
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy-information-parents#translations
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy-information-parents#translations

Annual child safe reminder: Maldon Primary School has policies and procedures in place to create and maintain a
child safe environment and protect students from all forms of abuse. Our Child Safety policy, Code of Conduct and
Child Safety Reporting Obligations Policy are publicly available on the school website under Policies
https://maldonps.vic.edu.au/policies/

What’s happening in the classroom?

Ashley Ella

At home | like to play with At home | like to play Paw

my Spidey watch. Patrol.

At school | like to play with At school | like to learn.
the trains.

Henry Tamara

At home | like to go on the At home | like to draw and
trampoline. colour
At school | like to play soccer

At school | like to go on the
outside.

playground.

Mikaela )
Lewis
At home | like to draw. ?
At home | like to do number

At school | like to play inside
with friends.

plates.

At school | like to draw.

Scarlett

Charles At home | like to read, watch TV,

play my Ipad and go on the
At home | like to play with :

my toys. trampoline.

At school | like to play with At school | like to play with the

the marble run. marble run.

Harriet e

At home | like to play with mum and
dad.

At home | like to draw.

At school | like to play with

Ella At school | like to play outside with

my friends.



https://maldonps.vic.edu.au/policies/

Crossing lesson for the Prep/1 class: Today Ray visited the Prep/1 class to talk about how to safely cross
the road. Students learnt to “Stop, Look, Listen and Think” before they cross the road. The class then walked to the
crossing with Ray and practised safely crossing with a partner.

Extra curricular music opportunities for students

Brass Band:

We are also seeking a percussionist who would
like to learn Drum Kit, Bass Drum, Glockenspiel

and more!

The Junior program get to be a part of
Maldon's biggest events having played at the
Easter procession, Maldon show, Christmas

carols and more!

Please contact Mathew on 0497258950 to join

in the fun!

Dear families,

Maldon Brass Band is currently seeking expressions of
interest for Maldon PS students to join our junior
program. We are accepting any children grade 3 and
over!

Cost is only $20 for the year!

What it includes

-lessons on a brass instrument 1x per week at school
-Immediate admission to the band (Rehearsal Tuesday
evening from 7-7:30)

-hire of an instrument

Oun futivee s looking buight!

Guitar Lessons: Roger Davies is, once again, offering guitar lessons to students at Maldon Primary School.
Roger’s program incorporates a variety of musical styles including folk, pop and traditional music, while gradually
introducing conventional music notation. He believes that the keys to a fulfilling musical experience are patience,
persistence, practice and, of course, fun! Lessons will be conducted weekly at the school and the cost is $25 per
lesson. Please contact Roger on 0456917841 if you would like to organise lessons for your child.



o]

Embracing
Curiosity

Piano lessons with Jo Myers

BA (Music), Dip Ed (Primary), M Ed (Special Education)

Now accepting new students of all ages
with a passion for learning piano in the
Maldon and Castlemaine region.

> « Ages 3 years to adult

« Over 30 years’ teaching experience
* Beginners to advanced students

* VCE & AMEB exam preparation

* Specialist expertise teaching neurodiverse students

Jo offers supportive, engaging piano lessons tailored to each
learner, fostering confidence, creativity, and a lifelong love of
music.

R, 0415 124 649
¥ jo@embracingcuriosity.au

What’s happening in the Community?

FeNbLY Maldon Athenaeum Library

MALDON ATHENAEUM LIBRARY MALDOV) )
97 High Street, Maldon

CHILDREN'S
STORY TIME

Story, song and play
for pre-schoolers and their families

Songs & Rhymes

For families with children aged 0-5, join us for free sessions
ElE facilitated by Aurora (Mount Alexander Playgroups) and Rachael
Cooper (Music Seeds), inspired by the Parent-Child Mother
Goose program, where stories, rhymes and rhythms support
early communication and create a gentle, joyful space to share
with your child.

SATURDAY 28 FEBRUARY 10AM - 10.45AM

Spaces are limited.
Register here:

Mondays Fortnightly

Term 1 2:00 - 2:45pm Term 2
Feb: 16th April: 20th
March: 2nd, o ek May: 4th, 18th
16th, 30th 8 ‘ June: 1st, 15th

e

Library will be open until 4pm for families to join and borrow

Contact: Aurora: 0436 804 583

Sreid

LIBRARY

< Si—
/Mount Alexander

Shire Council




