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Brass Band:
Dear families,
Maldon Brass Band is currently seeking expressions of
interest for Maldon PS students to join our junior
program. We are accepting any children grade 3 and
over!
Cost is only $20 for the year!
What it includes
-lessons on a brass instrument 1x per week at school
-Immediate admission to the band (Rehearsal Tuesday
evening from 7-7:30) Got cha awar ds
-hire of an instrument —
We are also seeking a percussionist who would
like to learn Drum Kit, Bass Drum, Glockenspiel
and more!
The Junior program get to be a part of
Maldon's biggest events having played at the
Easter procession, Maldon show, Christmas
carols and more!
Please contact Mathew on 0497258950 to join
in the fun!
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Castlemaine

secondary Gollege

Castlemaine Secondary College warmly
invites families to our Open Night to discover
our contemporary, supportive learning
environment where every student is known,
valued and challenged to succeed. Meet and
spend time with our leadership team, who
will take you through every aspect of our
learning and wellbeing experience at CSC. We
will start off in the Junior school where you
will spend time with our outstanding junior
school leaders who will take you through the
transition to secondary school and the daily
experiences of CSC. One of our college
captains will take you on a tour of the college,
where you will enjoy the hospitality, the
music and take in every learning opportunity
at CSC.

Join us to see how we combine high
expectations with genuine care, ensuring
students thrive both in their learning and in
life beyond the classroom.

Register your
interest

Our school is built around our
values of Aspiration, Respect and
Empathy, and supported by our
unique four sub-school model, we
provided strong academic guidance,

consistent wellbeing support and T.02 5479 1111
meaningful staff relationships at castlemaine.sc
every stage of secondary schooling. [N [V o BT

Lawson Parade
Castlemaine Vic 3450

MNAN



eSafetyparents

Better conversations about gaming for families

When it comes to online gaming, there can be a disconnect between what children experience
and what they hear adults saying. Bridging this gap will help children to have safer and more
positive online experiences.

Key points
Children are more likely to seek help when a parent or carer:

» encourages them to talk with them if they have issues

« gets involved by playing games with them or shows an interest by asking open questions about
the game they’re playing

* learns about their gaming interests and how it benefits them.

How to have better conversations with children about gaming

See the benefits of gaming

What kids hear you say: ‘I really don’t like that game. Why don’t you go find something
better to do with your time?’

What we know: Children learn and grow through play. As a form of play, gaming offers a
range of benefits. When children see their gaming is valued, they are more likely to share
their experiences — both positive and negative.

Better conversations sound like: ‘I can see you really enjoy that game. What do you like
about it?’

1. Talk to them about the benefits they experience.

2. Get to know the games they are playing and
help them find new games that match their
motivations and skills. N

o |
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Research” shows:

952% | 27%

of children

want their parents or
carers to play with them.

Connect through game play

What kids hear you say: ‘Why don’t you spend time with your family or friends instead of
being glued to that computer game?’

What we know: Most online games provide opportunities to play with friends, find
community and build social skills. Gaming can also be an opportunity for families to
connect. Many children want to game with their parents or carers or would like them to
game with them more. If you're not confident about gaming, or young people refuse to
co-play, you can still connect by getting involved with the game they're playing.

Better conversations sound like: ‘Who do you like to play with? Is there a game that we
could play together? What character is your favourite?’

1. Get involved by watching or playing with them or show an interest by asking questions
about the action or storyline in the game.

2. During gameplay, talk about the skills they are building and celebrate their achievements.

Choose the right amount of game play for your family
What children hear: ‘All you ever do is play that game!’

What we know: Many parents worry about time online. The right amount will look different
for every child and family. Focus on the quality of their play, as well as getting the right
balance. What are they getting out of it? Are they getting enough time to sleep, be
physically active or connect with friends offline?

Better conversations sound like: ‘I found a game | think you would enjoy, but before we
start, let’s work out a plan together to make sure you fit everything in.

1. Access game reviews on Common Sense Media to understand and select games with
learning opportunities and values that best suit your child and family.

2. Work with them to find time for gaming. You might find eSafety’s Family Tech Agreements

helpful to create shared expectations.



Manage risks and ensure safety
What children hear: “Don’t talk to strangers in-game!’

What we know: Instead of focusing on strangers, it's important that children know the red
flags of unsafe contact, including someone trying to be friendly too quickly, asking them to
go on a different platform or private space, or doing something inappropriate or sexual.

For young children, put in place safeguards that restrict risky features (like communicating
with people they don’t know). As they grow, build their skills so they can play with others
and not miss out on the social benefits. Most gaming experiences are positive and
children are often helping others.

Better conversations sound like: ‘I'm glad you're having fun with friends online. Let’s talk
about safe and unsafe behaviours in games. And remember, I'm always here to help, even
if you feel like you've made a mistake.

1. Encourage your child to talk to you if they experience an issue while they are gaming. Let
them know you are there to support them.

2. Read The eSafety Guide to get a better understanding of risky features in games. These
can be managed via parental or user controls.

When to get help from counselling and support services

Even though games are often fun and beneficial, some kids may struggle with managing
their gaming or may have an experience while gaming that negatively impacts them.

If you are worried about your child’s mental health or wellbeing, there are services and
professionals who can help. They can help you make changes in a safe way. You can read
more about when to get help in the headspace resource titled, ‘Understanding gaming - a

W ) Gedarndat
Services that can provide support include:

Kids Helpline

1800 55 1800

Connect online

5 to 25-year-olds. All issues. Confidential phone counselling available all day, every day.
Online chat available 24/7, 365 days a year.

headspace
1800 650 890 ’
Connect online

12 to 25-year-olds. All issues. Phone counselling and
online chat available 9am to 1am AEST, every day.




OSHC ADVENTURES
School Aged Child Care

We are proudly partnered with

ALDON

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Before School Care, After School Care
and Ht::-|Tc:|n::D‘\ff Care Prugrums!

Kickstart and wind down your child's day with our engaging Before and !
School Care programs! We offer a nurturing environment where children
can learn, play, and grow outside of school hours, as well as during holidays! *

: Creative Exploration: Let your child's creativity shine in our arts and
E“& crafts activities! From painting to sculpting, we encourage self-expression
[ = - - -
" and imagination.

Pl exercises! Whether it's outdoor play or indoor activities, we promote physjcalifis
well-being. i

# Social Interaction: Foster friendships and social skills through group activiie
] and games. Our supportive environment encourages teamwork &
communication.

EI | weHE F

a* Safe and Supervised: Rest assured knowing your child is in a secure’™S
- o environment. Our experienced staff prioritise safety while providing attentive
¥

care.

Plus, during holidays, keep the fun going with our Holiday Care program!
Packed with exciting activities and outings, your child will have a blast all yja

round.

Enrol your child in our Before School Care, After School Care and Holiday
programs today for an active and rewarding experience!

simply visit www.oshcadventures.com.au and go to the ‘enrol now’ button!



OSHC ADVENTURES
School Aged Child Care

L’T % Aﬂvb@ A 4 %/We/

ENROL ONLINE TODAY
Simply visit
www.oshcadventures.com.avu
and go to the ‘enrol now’ button!

* | Exciting News from OSHC Advetures: Before, After School and Holiday Care! ©

We're thrilled to be part of the vibrant Maldon PS community and to welcome your family
to our Outside School Hours Care program! Our OSHC is all about fun, friendships, and
making each day feel special for school-aged children.

We know that Out of School Hours Care is more than just a place to be before and after
school - it's a place to play, explore, and grow. Your children will find a caring, safe, and
exciting environment to nurture their social, emotional, physical, and creative needs.

Stay Connected: Using the Xplor Home App for Easy Access to Bookings & Billing

Did you know managing your child’s care at Maldon PS OSHC has never been easier? With
the Xplor Home App, you can access everything you need right from your phone!

Maldon PS OSHC Opening Hours

We're here to support your family’s schedule! Here are our operating hours:
Before School Care: Monday - Friday, 7:00am - 9:00am

After School Care: Monday - Friday, 3:30pm - 6:15pm
Holiday Care & Pupil-Free Days: 8:00am - 6:15pm

OSHC Fees

Here’s a quick look at our current fees:
Before School Care: $25.00 (max CCS: $3.62)
After School Care: $35.00 (max CCS: $5.07)
Holiday Care & Pupil-Free Days: $97.00 (max CCS: $14.07)

*Eligible families can receive subsidies of up to 90% on fees with the Child Care Subsidy
(CCS). We strongly recommend you apply for the CCS to determine your eligibility.
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MALDON ATHENAEUM LIBRARY — —

CHILOREN'S
STORY TIME

Story, song and play
for pre-schoolers and their families

SATURDAY 28 FEBRUARY 10AM - 10.45AM

Spaces are limited.
Register here:




