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Principal’s Chat

Hi everyone,

We finished the day yesterday with an inspiring African drumming
performance by Ghana Beat My Drum. Students in the audience
enthusiastically joined in with dancing, stomping and jumping, and a number
of students were invited on stage to play a variety of instruments. It was
wonderful to see such active participation from everyone, while also
expanding our cultural understanding and appreciation.

We have started our 2026 student leadership elections. Yesterday, we
had our House Captain nominees present their speeches to their respective
house groups and the house groups voted for their 2026 leader. Today,
students who have nominated for the Student Leadership Team will share
their leadership messages with classes through a combination of video
recordings and in-class presentations. All staff and students will participate
in the voting process, and the selected Student Leadership Team members
will be announced by the end of this week. Congratulations to all students
who have nominated, and well done for being brave and stepping forward to
contribute to our school community. A big thank you to Lauren and Anna B
for working closely with the students on their speech writing and
encouraging them to step outside their comfort zones.

NAPLAN is a National Assessment program where students in Gr 3 and
5 undertake a number of assessments in both English and
Mathematics to assess how the student and school are performing,
including measuring a student’s learning growth between Gr 3 and Gr
5. The NAPLAN testing window will be between Wednesday 11" and
Monday 23™ March. All tests will be undertaken online, except the Grade 3
writing test. If your child is in Grade 3 or 5, please remember that NAPLAN is
a snapshot of your child’s ability on one day of assessment and teachers
carry out many other forms of assessment throughout the year to form an
accurate picture of where children are at with their learning. The students will
complete a total of four tests, with catch up sessions planned if students are
absent on test days.

Our timetable is:
Wednesday 11th March — Writing
Thursday 12th March — Reading

Tuesday 17th March — Language and Conventions (Spelling and
Punctuation)

Thursday 19th March — Numeracy

A NAPLAN brochure will be coming home tonight. If you would like to
discuss your child’s participation in NAPLAN, please contact the office
or talk to your child’s teacher.

This week’s whole school value is: | express my emotions
appropriately (Be your Best). Students will explore this in lessons and
everyday conversations in the classroom and playground. It's especially

THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.

Wednesday 4th March

° School Council
nominations close, 4pm

Friday 6th March

° Making Friends with
Worry incursion (all
classes)

o NO Friday Fundraiser
o NO Assembly

Monday 9th March

° Labour Day Public
holiday

UPCOMING EVENTS

Monday 16th March
Curriculum Day #2
No students are required at school

Monday 23rd March
Working Bee, 3.15pm-4.30pm

Tuesday 31st March
Class expos, 2.30-3.15pm

Thursday 2nd April
Last day term 1, 2.30pm dismissal

Monday 6th April
Maldon Easter Parade



important during our student leadership elections, as some
students may feel disappointed — a great opportunity to
practise expressing emotions respectfully and showing
resilience. Some things we will be working on at the school are:

| deal with disappointments and setbacks and move on quickly
| let go of issues that have been dealt with

| am proud of my achievements

| am proud of others and their achievements

| ask for help to deal with feelings

| name how | am feeling

| have included some articles for parents/carers to read and get
some strategies to support their child in this area.

Emotional development & regulation for your autistic child
Understanding emotions: children & teens | Raising Children
Network

Self-requlation in children & teenagers | Raising Children Net-
work

Teen moods: managing the ups and downs | Raising Children
Network

Don’t forget nominations for School Council close at 4pm
tomorrow. As of this morning we have only received one
nomination for the three vacant positions. Nomination forms

are available at the office and you are welcome to chat to myself =

or Debra about being involved in School Council.

Take care
Alisa

Office information

Permission/payments required:

o Grade 3-6 AFL 9s/netball/basketball/hockey excursion
permission is due by Friday 13th March.
The permission form can be found on uEducateUs. Three
parent helpers are also required for the excursion. Please
contact the office if you can help out.

Reminders

School pick up: A reminder to all families that students
should be picked up from either the Hospital Street or High
Street entrances to the school. No students should be exiting
via the emergency or back gates.

Scholastic Book club: Five times a year families are offered
the opportunity to purchase affordable, age-appropriate books
through the Scholastic Book Club. Our first brochure for 2026
was sent home with students last week and orders are due by
Friday 13th March. Orders and cash payment can be made
through the office or parents can order and pay online using
LOOP. Go to https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/
Login.aspx. Every purchase made through Scholastic earns the
school 15% of your order total to go towards learning and
literacy resources.

Birthdays

Back row L to R: Layla and Victor

Front row L to R: Noah, Evie, Alfie and Scarlett

Gotcha awards
10 Gotchas



https://raisingchildren.net.au/autism/development/social-emotional-development/recognising-understanding-emotions-autistic-children-teens
https://raisingchildren.net.au/preschoolers/development/preschoolers-social-emotional-development/understanding-managing-emotions-children-teenagers
https://raisingchildren.net.au/preschoolers/development/preschoolers-social-emotional-development/understanding-managing-emotions-children-teenagers
https://raisingchildren.net.au/toddlers/behaviour/understanding-behaviour/self-regulation
https://raisingchildren.net.au/toddlers/behaviour/understanding-behaviour/self-regulation
https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/mental-health-physical-health/about-mental-health/ups-downs
https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/mental-health-physical-health/about-mental-health/ups-downs
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx

What’s happening in the classroom?
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Something which may interest our families...

Art Therapy: Art therapy for kids is a mental health service using creative processes- drawing, painting, sculpting,
and play- to help children express emotions, reduce anxiety, and process trauma in a safe environment. Guided by
professionals, it focuses on the process of creation rather than the final product, helping children communicate non-
verbally, improve self-esteem, and manage behaviour.

We are very fortunate to have Julie, an Art Therapy student, at Maldon Primary School
to work with any students who have a need. Here is Julie’s introduction to parents/”
carers:

I’'m excited to be starting my Art Therapy placement here at Maldon Primary School.
I’'m really looking forward to being a therapeutic companion to the small and big
people here, using art modalities like creativity, movement, rhythm and play. Thank
you for this opportunity to share and grow my skills alongside you all.

A little bit about me: | love colour and texture and pattern. I've worked in the fashion
industry and in libraries. | ran a sewing school in Castlemaine for twelve years, and
now do creative support work with NDIS participants. I'm playful, intuitive,
neurodivergent and deeply respect the importance of safety within relationships.

| love living on Djaara country with my teeny Yorkshire terrier, and my tall teenage
son.

I’'m passionate about Art Therapy as it’'s a wonderful way to access expression without
words (especially when experiencing uncomfortable emotions and uncertainty).

| feel really welcomed here and I’'m looking forward to developing relationships, grow-
ing trust and experiencing art therapy with students who have a need.

If you feel that your child would benefit from Art Therapy please complete and return the Art Therapy form (obtained
from the office).

Fundraising

With the Victoria wide Container Deposit Scheme (CDS) now in operation our school has the opportunity to raise
funds to spend on new equipment and facilities. We would love it if families could get on board and collect drink
bottles, cans and UHT cartons marked with the 10c logo (usually located near the bar code) rather than putting them
in the recycling bin. Take your collection to the hardware shop in Maldon and ask for the funds to go towards Maldon
Primary School. Funds will then be deposited directly into the school bank account. Can’t get much easier than that
in terms of fundraising!

What’s happening in the Community?

Dianne Longley workshop: Concertina Books - Children 5 years plus, Sunday March 22 at
11am or 2pm $50

Curious and fanciful creatures are hidden in the Buda garden. A treasure hunt begins... for each character found in the garden
you will receive a sticker of the same creature to place in a concertina book. Add a short story about the characters or make a
drawing or two! You will have a wonderful adventure in the Buda garden, and take home a totally wonderful unique artist book.

2 workshops for kids 11am or 2pm
Please bring lead pencil, colour pencils.
Price includes materials and stickers
Parents must accompany children.

budacastlemaine.org/events



https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbudacastlemaine.org%2Fevents&data=05%7C02%7Cmaldon.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4be4be664ac04fca835108de74e92642%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639076741920988439%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbG
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STATE
FESTIVAL
Saturday 28 Marchpm & 3pm  castlemainefestival.com.au

Maldon Athenaeum Library

97 High Street, Maldon

s

Songs & Rhymes
For families with children aged 0-5, join us for free sessions
facilitated by Aurora (Mount Alexander Playgroups) and Rachael
Cooper (Music Seeds), inspired by the Parent—Child Mother
Goose program, where stories, rhymes and rhythms support
early communication and create a gentle, joyful space to share

with your child.
Mondays Fortnightly

Term 1 200 - 245pm Term 2
Feb: 16th April: 20th
March: 2nd, 2B 8 May: 4th, 18th
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Library will be open until 4pm for families to join and borrow

Contact: Aurora: 0436 804 583
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Website: www.centralvicrangers.com.au



https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.centralvicrangers.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CDebra.Watson%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd710323924f84e029a4608de6e6a431e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639069599834625111%7CUnknown%7C
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For more information - https://applefest.harcourt.vic.au



