
THIS WEEK AT M.P.S. 

 

Wednesday 18th March 

¶ Hospital visit, Gr 3/4 

¶ School Council, 6.30pm 
 

Thursday 19th March 

¶ NAPLAN Numeracy, Gr 

3 and 5 
 

Friday 20th March 

¶ Harmony Day, students 

to wear something    

orange 

¶ Friday Fundraiser     

¶ Assembly, 2.50pm 

¶ Castlemaine State    

Festival performance, 

4.30pm, selected       

students 
 

Monday 23rd March 

¶ Kindergarten visit, Gr 

5/6 

¶ Working Bee, 3.15pm-

4.30pm 
 

Principalôs Chat 

Hi everyone,  

For sixteen years Ray Stevenson, our school crossing supervisor, has 

been a much-loved and valued member of our school community. Each 

day he has greeted students and families with a friendly smile, helping     

everyone cross safely and start the day on a positive note. Beyond his     

important role at the crossing, he has generously been involved in many 

school events including our annual Easter Float in the Maldon Easter       

parade, social gatherings and even our working bees. He has also          

supported educational activities, such as running school crossing sessions 

for our new prep students and leading our Reconciliation Walk during     

Reconciliation Week. He truly has been one of the schoolôs biggest         

supporters. Sadly, due to health reasons, he has had to step down 

from his involvement with the school. We thank him sincerely for his 

many years of dedication and the care he has shown our staff,          

students and families. He will always be a special part of our school    

community. After speaking with him recently, he shared that he is doing his 

best to keep his spirits up and remain positive. As many of you know, he is a 

very social person who has always loved chatting with members of our 

school community. He has let us know that hearing from the community 

would mean a great deal to him, and it will also help lift our spirits if we can 

continue celebrating his contribution. If you would like to write a card or   

letter, you can drop it into the school in an envelope, and we will ensure 

these are delivered to him on a regular basis. 

Our school and Maldon Kindergarten will once again team up to create 

a float for the Maldon Easter Parade on Monday, April 6th. The Easter 

Parade is less than 3 weeks away and it falls on the first Monday of the 

school holidays, so we need to have our school/kinder float finished before 

the end of the term. This yearôs theme is óSpaceô. Thank you to Sarah 

Liston and Jade Hosier for coordinating the school/kinder float again 

this year. If you can help out with creating decorations, cutting out  

objects etc. for the float please let us know at the office or talk to     

Sarah. We look forward to seeing how fantastic the float looks! 

This week our school will celebrate Harmony Day on Friday 20
th
 March, 

as part of Harmony Week. Harmony Week is a time for schools and     

communities across Australia to recognise and celebrate the many cultures 

that make up our country. It is an opportunity for students to learn about   

respect, inclusion and the importance of making everyone feel welcome and 

valued. The theme for 2026 continues to highlight the message 

ñEveryone Belongs.ò This reminds us that our differences make our     

community stronger and that everyone has an important place in our school. 

Students will take part in classroom activities that celebrate culture, 

kindness and respect. They are also encouraged to wear a touch of 

orange, the colour that represents harmony, as we celebrate the     

wonderful diversity of our school community. We will hold a special 

assembly on Friday 20
th
 March at 2:50pm to share our work from     

Harmony Day. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 31st March 

Class expos, 2.30-3.15pm 
 

Thursday 2nd April 

Easter Hat Parade, 9.30am 
 

Thursday 2nd April 

Last day term 1, 2.30pm dismissal 
 

Monday 6th April 

Maldon Easter Parade 
 

Tuesday 12th May 

Special Persons afternoon, 2pm-

3pm 

(please note change of date) 
 

Saturday 20th June 

Comedy Night fundraiser 



This weekôs whole school behaviour focus is: I am         

confident (Be brave). Some of the areas we will be working on 

are: 

Å I share my ideas with the class 

Å I speak clearly and confidently 

Å I believe in myself 

Å I stand up for myself and for others 

Å I accept that everyone is unique 

Å I am proud of who I am 

I have included some links to give parents/carers some        

strategies and tips around this focus area. Click the links to   

access How to build confidence in pre-teens | Raising Children 

Network, Self-esteem in children 1-8 years | Raising Children 

Network 
 

Confidence and bravery can be shown in many ways, including 

how students start their day. Arriving at school on time helps 

children feel settled, organised and ready to participate in 

their learning. It supports them to begin the day with      

confidence and sets a positive tone for the rest of their 

learning. We appreciate your support in helping your child    

arrive on time each day so they can feel calm, connected and 

ready to learn. 

I am pleased to let you know that, at the close of the        

advertised nomination period for our 2026 school council 

nominations, I received three nominations for the three   

vacant positions. Thank you to Meg Roberts who has    

nominated to be a member of our school council, as well as 

Glen Ballinger and Damien Pitts who have renominated for 

a further two year term. Congratulations and thank you to Meg 

for her willingness to take on this important role. She will join our 

current school council parent members ï Coby Cox, Emma 

Karst, Damien Pitts, Glen Ballinger and Nick Schulz. I would 

like to acknowledge retiring school council member Alistair 

McGrath-Kerr for his time and effort over the last two years. 

Alistairôs support and contributions to our school have been   

really appreciated and valued. At our next school council    

meeting, this Wednesday 18th March, we will elect our school 

council president for 2026.  

In staffing news, we are pleased to welcome Sarah Jardine 

to our school as an Education Support Staff member. Many 

of you may already know Sarah through our before and after 

school care program. Sarah is currently studying teaching at 

LaTrobe University, and we are excited to support her as she 

gains valuable experience in this role.  

Take care 

        Alisa 
 

Office information  

Permission/payments required:  

¶ Grade 3-6 AFL 9s/netball/basketball/hockey excursion              

permission is due by Friday 20th March. The           

permission form can be found on uEducateUs. One more 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

 

L to R: Braxton and Emily 

 

 

 

 

 

Gotcha awards 

10 and 20 Gotchas 

 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/development/social-emotional-development/confidence-in-teens
https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/development/social-emotional-development/confidence-in-teens
https://raisingchildren.net.au/babies/behaviour/understanding-behaviour/about-self-esteem
https://raisingchildren.net.au/babies/behaviour/understanding-behaviour/about-self-esteem


parent helper is required for the excursion. Please contact the office if you can help out. 

¶ Grade Prep-2 Tabloid sports excursion permission is due by Monday 30th March. The permission form 

can be found on uEducateUs. Six parent helpers are required for this excursion. Please contact the office if 

you can help out. 

¶ Grade 3-6 Cross Country excursion permission is due by Monday 30th March. The permission form can 

be found on uEducateUs. Two parent helpers are required for this excursion. Please contact the office if you 

can help out. 

¶ Bollywood Bonanza Artist in Residence permission and payment is due by Friday 1st May. The        

permission form can be found on uEducateUs. Payment of $20 can be made by cash, BPAY or Eftpos.     

Families who receive CSEF can also use these funds to pay for the incursion. 

 

Reminders 

¶ Our working bee is scheduled for next Monday 23rd March from 3.15-4.30pm. Tasks to be completed 

are: spreading mulch under the playground and relocating sand from the basketball court to the sandpit area. 

Please bring along shovels, rakes, buckets and wheelbarrows if you have them.  

 

Can you help? 

¶ We are looking for two people with Responsible Service of Alcohol qualifications to serve at the bar on the 

Comedy Night on Saturday 20th June. If you can help out please let Debra know as soon as possible. 

 

Something which may interest our familiesé 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whatôs happening in the school yard? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Whatôs happening in the classroom? 
 



 Whatôs happening in the Community? 
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