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Principal’s Chat

Hi everyone,

After school yesterday we held our working bee, trialling a new
approach to make it easier for families to attend straight after school
rather than on a weekend. Thank you to the following families who were
able to come along and support us — Hunt, Moore, Grant-Salmon, McGrath-
Kerr, Williams, Pollard, Clarke, Mulholland and Misso. A special thank you to
Nathan Woolhouse for coming in on the weekend and using his excavator to
move the sand. If you weren’t able to attend but would still like to help, you
are welcome to pop in after school this week and assist with some of the
tasks we didn’t get to, such as sweeping the courts and back of the school.

The grade 3s and 5s have now completed the four NAPLAN
assessments for the year, finishing with the numeracy test last Thursday. It
was great to see students putting 100% effort into the assessments,
managing their time and checking their answers carefully. All students
showed our values during these sessions, making sure they were being
brave and being their best! Individual NAPLAN results will be released later
in the year with an individual report sent home to parents/carers.

In staffing news, Anna Bastowski decided to end her teaching contract
last Friday due to family reasons. Anna made some great connections
with the grade 5/6 students and we wish her all the best for the future.
Lauren will be teaching the grade 5/6 class full time for the rest of the term,
while we recruit a part time teacher to join her from Term 2 until the end of
the year.

Last week we held our school council meeting and elected office
bearers for 2026. Congratulations and thank you to Coby Cox for returning
as school council president, as well as Debra Watson for returning as
Secretary/Minute taker. During the meeting, we shared the planned
fundraising events for the year, gave an update on the new gardens around
the school grounds and discussed a potential digital safety presentation for
parents and carers. School Council plays an important part in contributing to
a strong child safety culture in our school.

This week’s whole school behaviour focus is: | use my personal
strengths to be my best (Be your best). Some of the areas we will be
working on are:

| can name my personal strengths

| can use my strengths to help others

| notice personal strengths in others

| use my strengths to keep a positive mindset/attitude

I have included some links for both children and adults to complete to find
out which animal they are and the strengths they have. This is a great quiz
for all family members to do.

Aus ldentities quiz (Child) https://ausidentities.com.au/quizzes/child/

THIS WEEK AT M.P.S.

Friday 27th March
° NO Friday Fundraiser

° District sport excursion,
Gr 3-6

o NO Assembly

Tuesday 31st March

° Class Expos, 2.30pm-
3.15pm

UPCOMING EVENTS

Thursday 2nd April
Easter Hat Parade, 9.30am

Thursday 2nd April
Last day term 1, 2.30pm dismissal

Monday 6th April
Maldon Easter Parade

Monday 20th April
First day term 2

Monday 27th April
Curriculum Day

Tuesday 12th May
Special Persons afternoon, 2pm-
3pm

Wednesday 20th May
School Council

Thursday 28th May
School photos

Friday 5th June
Curriculum Day

Monday 8th June
King’s birthday public holiday

Wednesday 17th -Friday 19th June,
Gr 5/6 camp

Saturday 20th June
Comedy Night fundraiser


https://ausidentities.com.au/quizzes/child/

Aus Identities quiz (Adult) https://ausidentities.com.au/quizzes/
adult/

Now that students and families have settled back into
school life | thought it would be a good time to share a one
page snapshot of our School Wide Positive Behaviour
Support Framework. | have included this in the “What's
happening in the Classroom?” section below. If you have any
questions about our behaviour management framework, please
don’t hesitate to ask.

Don’t forget all classes will be running their class expo on
Tuesday 31% March from 2:30-3:15pm to celebrate the
students’ work for the term. It would be great to see lots of
parents/family members at the expo.

Take care
Alisa

Office information

Permission/payments required:

. Grade 5/6 Urban Camp initial permission is due by
Friday 27th March. The permission form can be found
on uEducateUs.

o Grade Prep-2 Tabloid sports excursion permission is
due by Monday 30th March. The permission form can
be found on uEducateUs. Six parent helpers are required
for this excursion. Please contact the office if you can
help out.

o Grade 3-6 Cross Country excursion permission is due
by Monday 30th March. The permission form can be
found on uEducateUs. Two parent helpers are required
for this excursion. Please contact the office if you can
help out.

. Bollywood Bonanza Artist in Residence permission
and payment is due by Friday 1st May. The permission
form can be found on uEducateUs. Payment of $20 can
be made by cash, BPAY or Eftpos. Families who receive
CSEF can also use these funds to pay for the incursion.

Can you help?

o We are looking for one person with Responsible Service
of Alcohol qualifications to serve at the bar on the
Comedy Night on Saturday 20th June. If you can help out
please let Debra know as soon as possible.

Birthdays

Back row L to R: Nicholas and Hamish

Front row L to R: Tamara and Rosie

Gotcha awards

10 gotchas



https://ausidentities.com.au/quizzes/adult/
https://ausidentities.com.au/quizzes/adult/

Something which may interest our families...

(J )Castlemaine
\ ' SECONDARY COLLEGE

Open Mormngs
https://www.trybooking.com/DKESGding

The dolls house in the photo above has been made by a local resident and donated to the school. If any family is
interested in taking it home please pop into the office!

FREE TALK HOSTED BY CASTLEMAINE LIBRARY
PRESENTED BY BRON GRIEVE, COMMUNITY HEALTH NURSE
Bookings at goldfieldslibraries.com

For more information contact Bron
on 0439 187 051 or email
bgrieve@castlemainehealth.org.au
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How children understand cancer

Cancer
Council

Children's understanding of illness and their reactions to news of a cancer diagnosis will vary
depending on their age, temperament and family experiences. You may find that siblings, even

of similar ages, respond differently. These tables give an overview of children’s possible reactions
at different ages, which might help you work out how best to support them.

As children grow up, their understanding of the world will also develop. You may need to check in
with them to see if they need more information about the cancer. Some children’'s understanding
of cancer may be set at the age at which they were first told. As they mature, they may become
ready for more in-depth conversations.

Why talk to kids about cancer?

When someone is diagnosed with cancer, adults are sometimes hesitant
to discuss the situation with children. Parents and other adults can feel
overwhelmed by their own anxiety and fear, and their first reaction
may be to protect children from those same strong emotions.

They may be concerned about their children's reactions or worry
the diagnosis will disrupt their children’s school performance or
friendships. However, there are many reasons why a straightforward
and open discussion can help children.™*

Key points: Talking
about cancer

« Start with questions to check
what your children know about
cancer and if they have any
misconceptions.

Offer basic information and
provide more details if they ask.
Practise your response to
potential questions before
talking to kids.

Give yourself time to answer a
question; it's fine to say, “That's
a great question, | need to think
about how te answer that”.
Explain that the cancer is

not their fault and they can’t
“catchit”.

Assure them they will always be
looked after, even if you can't
always do it yourself.

Ask questions and listen to
your children so you know how
they really feel.

Share your own feelings to show
kids that it is okay to feel strong
emaotions about the situation.
Continue daily routines as much
as you can. Talk about your
children's own activities as well,
and let them know that it's still
okay to have fun.

You are the expert

As parents and carers, you are the experts on your children and what
works for them. To help you discuss the difficult subject of cancer with
children, this book offers evidence-based, practical strategies that can
build upon your existing strengths and knowledge.

Sometimes it may take a few attempts before you find an approach that
suits your family. Use your understanding of your children’s individual
personalities and needs to guide you.

Primary school children 5-12 years

In the early primary school years, children have a basic understanding of sickness, and by later primary years, they
are ready for more details about cancer. They may use simple cause-and-effect logic to fill gaps in their knowledge;
for example, they sometimes feel that their bad behaviour might have caused the disease. They may understand

that people, including parents, can die.

Possible reactions

irritability, anxiety, guilt, envy

sadness, crying

physical complaints, e.g. headaches, stomach-aches
trouble sleeping

sudden worry about the health of other people in
their lives

school refusal

separation anxiety when going to school or away
to camp

return to behaviour that may be developmentally
younger than their age

hostile reactions (e.g. yelling, fighting), including
towards the sick parent

poor concentration, daydreaming, lack of attention
unexplained change in school marks

withdrawal from family and friends

difficulty adapting to changes

fear of new situations

sensitivity to shame and embarrassment

trying to be extra good

nailbiting

Suggested approaches

-

-

-

look for clues in their stories and play for how they
feel, and let them know you care

regularly ask questions about how they feel
talk about cancer and treatment using books
(see page B61)

use sport, art or music to help children express
and manage their feelings

assure them that they did not cause the cancer by
their behaviour or thoughts, and that they cannot
catch it

reassure them that they will be taken care of and
tell them that it's okay to have fun

let them know other members of their family and
friends are healthy

give them age-appropriate tasks to do around
the house (see page 39)

tell them you won't keep secrets and will always let
them know what is happening

consider informing their school

help them understand that what their schoolfriends
say may not always be right - encourage them to
check with you

try to continue after-school activities to maintain
routine and to encourage fun

discuss the issue of dying if your kids bring up the
topic (see pages 46-54)

see also ideas for preschoolers (previous page)

For more information and the full booklet see Talking to Kids About Cancer




SCHOOL WIDE POSITIVE
BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT
FRAMEWORKAT MALDONPS

WHATIS SCHOOL WIDE

BEHAVIOUR POSITIVE WHATDOES CHALLENGING
BEHAVIOUR COMMUNICATE?
SUPPORT?
e This framework is all about redesigning the * It communicates a message when a child
school environment, rather than redesigning the does not have the language
child e |t can be used instead of language by a
e Itis about creating a calm, predictable child who has limited social skills
environment where children can feel safe and * It can be used when a child has learned
learn that the challenging behaviour meets a
e The framework focusses on teaching children need. They get what they want or get to
how to become socially successful adults avoid something/someone

BE POSITIVE -
ACKNOWLEDGE THE
BEHAVIOUR WE WANT TO SEE

This is actively reinforcing positive behaviour.
This can sometimes be a gotcha card, verbal
praise, high 5, thumbs up. There are lots of
ways to acknowledge and praise and encourage
the appropriate behaviours.

H X

positives negative

When there are more positives than negatives, it
creates a positive school climate and builds
strong relationships between staff and students.

3CLEAREXPECTATIONS DISCOURAGING PROBLEM
At Maldon PS, we have three values. These are BEHA‘"OURS

included in our daily conversations, weekly

awards, when managing behaviour issues and CONSISTENCY, the same rule applies to everyone, but
in our own behaviour. how we re-teach will reflect individual student needs.
BE KIND Minor behaviours are dealt with by the classroom teacher
BE BRAVE and major behaviours are dealt with by leadership staff.
Repeat minor behaviours, as well as major behaviours are
BE YOUR BEST discussed with the child's parents/carers.

Students learn the expectations in all areas of the school through our Behaviour Matrix

Parents are given resources through the newsletter to reinforce our weekly values focus




What’s happening in the classroom?
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Community Connections

Kindergarten visit, Grade 5/6: Yesterday the grade 5/6 class visited the Maldon Kindergarten to help the
students make easter hats ready for next week’s Easter Hat parade. This is a very special tradition which
strengthens the connection between our school and the kindergarten. The kinder students will join our students for
the parade starting at 9.30am on Thursday 2nd April.

Castlemaine State Festival opening night: Well done to the students who
participated in Friday night's performance at the opening night of the festival.
Under Kirby’s watchful eye students delivered “The Nalderun Song Project’, a
celebration and sharing of songs created for and by Nalderun and the Meeting
Place kids over its fifteen year history. Thank you to Kirby for giving up her time to
allow the students this opportunity.

Maldon Hospital visit: Last Wednesday the Grade 3/4 class
had their first visit to the aged care facility at the Maldon Hospital.
This program has been running for many years and is a highlight
for both the residents and the students! Students and residents
worked together on a craft activity and started constructing a
poppy wreath for Anzac Day. The class will visit the residents on
three more occasions this year.




ALDON

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Maldon Easter Parade
Monday 6™ April
9.45am — approx. 12pm
Participation in the Maldon Easter Parade has long been a tradition for
us. It gives students an opportunity to be part of something special and

exciting and it allows us a fantastic opportunity to showcase our great
school/kindergarten. We love to support the community who support us!

Our theme this year is “Space”. Students are encouraged to come
dressed linked to the theme — any costume linked to space, think
planets, aliens, astronauts, extra-terrestrials, Buzz Light Year, Star
Wars. ..

Please meet me (Alisa) in Hospital Street at 9.45am (at the front of the
school) so that we are ready for the float judging. The parade will finish
at the Community Centre in Francis St. at the conclusion of the parade,
s0 parents/carers need to be there. Students will stay with Alisa at the
front of the Community Centre until they are collected.

We look forward to seeing you therel
Thanks,

Alisa

Principal

What’s happening in the Community?

EASTER SUNDAY
RACE YA

FAMILY FUN DAY

Supporting Asthma
Australia
in memory of Ned Cameron

® ASTHMA
AUSTRALIA

APRIL

olH
11AM-3PM

BILL WOODFULL RESERVE ALL PROFITS +

DONATIONS GO
MALDON DIRECTLY TO
ASTHMA
FOOTBALL GROUND Asta
Francis Street, Maldon VICTORIA ,;‘:gf;’:.,o

ACC 165 285 826

$5 entry



